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Developmental changes in school children’s
conceptions of friends : Qualitative analysis of
writings from first grade elementary school to

sixth grade

Akemi MATSUNAGA
(Faculty of Psychology, Meiji Gakuin University)

Abstract

This study analyzed 18 children’s writings from first grade elementary school to sixth grade to identity
developmental changes in school children's conceptions of [friends| . The analysis showed that children
start to think of a particular person is to be friend from second grade, and from third grade, begin to rec-
ognize the reciprocity of friendship, from fourth grade, increase a particular friend and think of a person
that becomes a psychological support a friend, and from sixth grade, think about the significance of
friends.
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