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After the event evaluations of the desirability

of an event

Tomoe TANAKA (Faculty of Psychology, Meiji Gakuin University)

Abstract

Effects of cognitive reconsrrual and hindsight bias for unconcerned events were investigated using a real event.
Two waves of assessment were conducted before and after the venue of the Olympic Games was decided, inquiring
the probability and the desirability of a city being selected as the host city. Results indicated that desirability
rating of the selected city increased after the selection compared to before. Moreover, the desirability rating of
the unselected city decreased after the decision, compared to before. However, this effect was moderated by the
respondent’s involvement with sports. Participants with low involvement lowered the desirability of the unselected
city after the selection when they experienced positive results. The probabilities being selected were moderated by
the respondent’s involvement with sports. These findings were discussed in terms of information processing strategy
of people with low involvement when they meet the positive results. The possibility that involvement in an event

may moderate the effects of cognitive reconstrual and hindsight bias is discussed.

Key words : evaluation of desirability, result of event, hindsight bias, postevent reconstrual



