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“What is past is prologue”

I am honored by your invitation to
contribute a brief introductory message
for the booklet devoted to the theme,
“Global Education for Global Citizens”
which Meiji Gakuin University is pub-
lishing this year. The twentieth
anniversary of the Hope College-Meiji
Gakuin Program, which you observed in
November 1984, called attention to the
great contribution which this exchange
of students between Japan and the Un-
ited States has made to the lives of
students on both sides of the Pacific. We
count it a privilege and honor to have
this association with one of the disting-
uished universities in Japan.

The theme of your symposium, “Glob-
Global Citizens,”

places the record of what we have

al Education for

accomplished thus far into proper pers-
pective, and helps us recognize that
what we have achieved in the past must
serve as a challenge to us for the future.
What is past, while significant in itself,
is also a prologue for what is to follow.

Global Education for Global Citizens
addresses the important questions: How
can we foster greater participation in
international exchanges? How can we
move from a bilateral program de-
veloped by one Japanese university and

one undergraduate college in the United

States to programs which will provide
meaningful opportunitleé for intercultu-
ral experiences to a larger segment of
our citizens, both young and more ma-
ture, on a global basis?

The exchange which our two institu-
tions began twenty years ago has some
similarity to the early voyages of Col-
umbus or man’s first attempts to reach
the moon. Together we have made a
beginning. We may even look with
gratitude and pride at what we have
achieved. But, your symposium presents
us and all who read this report with the
great task which lies before us. We are
indebted to you for this challenge which,
with confidence and faith, we are eager

to face together with you.

Gordon J. Van Wylen
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“Hope College and Mei Ji Gakuin Univer-

The title selected for this Symposium
sounds good. It gains instant approval
on all sides. No one these days can be
found supporting isolation or exclusiv-
ism. Global community, international
cooperation, the family of nations — no
one would dare to buck such idealism.

And so every city must have its sister
city abroad, and every school must have
an international exchange program of
some sort. The traditional ensoku(s-
chool trip) is now stretched far beyond
Kyoto for an educational experience
overseas. Even tender kindergartners,
with a fresh handkerchif pinned to their
blouses, are flown off to Hawaii for a
week, and those a bit older seem to find a
Bible camp in Yosemite more enlighten-
ing than one in Hakone. A “junior year
abroad” may work havoc with one's
normal progression through high school
or college, but it is likely to pay off in
some future omiai. And there is no one
who endorses international education
more enthusiastically than the friendly
neighborhood travel agent, whose color-
ful literature makes a summer spent in an
“academic seminar” overseas sound far
more worthwhile than the drab routine
offered on the home campus.

But does global experience really

make for better citizens? Parents may

sometimes wonder when they meet their
returning offspring at the airport, wear-
ing outlandish clothes and heavy-laden
with omiyage purchased at the Tax-Free
Store. There is no question but that the
returning scholar has picked up a lot of
new ideas while he was away, but all too
often they are of the kind that shock
grandmother and the neighbors.

Perhaps this appraisal is unnecessari-
ly cynical and exaggerated, but I trust
that [ have made my point. International
education is of real and lasting value
only when it is governed by the same
kind of critical thinking and radical
evaluation that underlies the whole edu-
cational process. It was to encourage
and promote such an evaluation and
reassessment that this Symposium was
organized.

Dr. Paul Fried, whose presence at
Meiji Gakuin University provided the
occasion for the Symposium, 1s not only
a pioneer in the field of international
education but is himself a product of
such training. Born in Europe he came
to the United States in his late teens. His
family experiences at the hands of Hit-
ler, his American education at Hope
College and Harvard University, and his
participation in the war crime trials all

played their part in shaping the interna-



sity and International Education”

tional dimensions of his educational
philosophy. In the late 1950’s, back
again at Hope College, now as Professor
of European History and Director of
International Education, he inaugurated
the Vienna Summer School Program.
which in its long history and highly
creative approach has done much to
influence and shape the course of other
American college overseas programs.

We at Meiji Gakuin University have
been richly blessed in having Dr. Fried
as our partner at Hope College in the
development of our program during
these past twenty years. Each year he
came up with a fresh and innovative
twist, many of which were subsequently
picked up by other schools and now
have become standard operating proce-
dure. To mention but one, he initiated
the Oral Research Project, in which our
Japanese students are sent off into the
city to conduct interviews and thus to
gather first-hand information for use in
their chosen area of investigation, which
at the end of the month is incorporated
in a research paper which is presented
orally before the class.

From the very inauguration of our
program with Hope College our emph-
asis has been on American Studies, in

which we have stressed the unique fea-

tures of American institutions — politic-
al, economic, religious, educational, and
social —and not on the English lan-
guage as such. But through the chal-
lenges presented by such activities as
those involved in the Oral Research
Project, students, through what we like
to call the “oblique approach”, no doubt
have made far greater progress in their
use of English than they ever would
have in the usual conversation classes.

Eight years ago, on the occasion of
Meiji Gakuin’s Centernary celebration,
the program between the two schools
became truly reciprocal, when the two
presidents agreed on a program that
would bring up to fifteen Hope students
to Tokyo in May, near the beginning of
our school year, and send a like number
of our students to Hope in September,
just in time for Convocation on the
opening of the football season. On each
campus in turn the students are involved
in a Joint Seminar on Economic and
Social Issues, where the comparative
study aims to bring new dimensions of
understa;lding on both sides.

Dr. Fried’s presence on our campus
has make us aware of the wide range of
educational opportunities abroad that
are available to Hope students—in

Europe, Africa, Latin America, and



Asia. Though up to now Meiji Gakuin
has concentrated rather exclusively on
its program in the United States, it has
not been blind to the challenge of
cooperating with sister schools in Asia.
Membership in the Association of
Christian Universities and Colleges in
Asia (ACUCA) opens the doors to coop-
erative arrangements with like-minded
schools stretching from Korea down
through Taiwan and the Philippines to
Hongkong, Indonesia, Thailand, and as
far as Pakistan. At the same time the
University is equipping itself to meet
the challenge by organizing a new
Faculty of International Studies, where
a part of the curriculum will focus on a
cooperative approach to Christian social
work in the “Third World”.

Even when this new program is fully
implemented our educational program
will be somewhat short of “global”, we
realize. But of course this is true of all of
education. No school or scholar can
even pretend to cover all areas of know-
ledge. Isn’t the aim of education rather
to develop a disciplined attitude of mind
and a critical faculty that will enable a
person to cope creatively with whatever
challenges he may encounter in life?
This also, it seems to me, should char-

acterize our philosophy of international

education. In bringing our students into
a living encounter with other cultures —
whether one or many — we are encourag-
ing, even prodding, them to think global-
ly rather than provincially, interna-
tionally rather than nationally, and thus
to realize the larger dimensions of a
truly liberal and liberating education.

Schools like Hope College and Meiji
Gakuin have a unique responsibility in
such an approach to education. Both
were founded as “mission schools”, 1. e,
schools with a peculiarly Christian mis-
sion. They only fulfill this purpose when
they send forth students who have a high
conception of what God wants them to
do with their lives in the world and who
have a very broad appreciation of what
that world needs. We pray that our
program may help them find the place
where God wants them to serve that

world, wherever it may be.

Gordon J. Van Wyk

Professor of American History
Retiring Director of the Program for
International Cooperation in Education
(PICE)

Meiji Gakuin University
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