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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF KAJINOSUKE IBUKA

A Tale of Old and New Japan
By Rev. WILLIAM IMBRIE, D. D.

Tbuka was born in Wakamatsu, the castle-town of Aizu, on the fourth of July 1854, the year in
which Perry with his squadron entered the Bay of Yedo. Wakamatsu lies in a beautiful valley shut
in by high hills; and was chosen by Iyeyasu, in accordance with his military system, as the strategic
vowsﬁ at which to guard the approach to Yedo from the north. The castle was one of the strongest in

HE um@wb.,

Thuka’s father was a samurai of rank: the Governor of the castle-town, the Director of the clan

school, an officer in the clan army, and the First Chamberlain of the Daimys. He was skilled in
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fencing, horsemanship and military tactics; as well as in the gentler arts of poetry and cha no yu.

Tbuka’s mother was a Saigo—the proudest family in the clan, and a daughter of the chief Karo.

As the eldest son in such a family, it was a matter of course that he be trained in strict conformity

to Bushido, for the observance of which the clan was famous. At ten years of age he was admitted
to Nisshin Kwan, the school in which all the sons of samurai of rank were educated. The education
there imparted was simple and Spartan. The boys were taught to read the Chinese classics and write
Japanese; and were trained in the use of the sword and spear ;in archery, swimming and horsemanship.
The mornings were given to reading and writing; the afternoons to the physical exercises. There were
no mathematics in the curriculum; the young samurai of Aizu being taught to look upon money as
filthy lucre, and to regard mathematics as properly pertaining to farmers and shopkeepers. No wonder

that some look back with longing eyes to the good old days of Old Japan.

In 1867, when the civil war came on, Ibuka’s father was despatched with his command to Echigo

to meet the advance of the Imperial force, and Ibuka begged hard to go; but he was not yet quite

- fourteen years old and his father would not listen to him. A few months later however when
reinforcements were sent he persuaded an officer to take him with him, and he arrived at the front in

time to shoulder a rifle in the first fight. The battle began at daylight and lasted all day. The clan
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troops were attacked on three sides and forced to retire into the mountains; and in the retreat Achilles
was so tired and so sleepy that he had to be carried on the back of a coolie. Soon afterwards he was
returned home in company with an officer sent to deliver despatches.

That was in April; and during the summer the war went on. Gradually the clan troops were
hemmed in; in September Itagaki with a division of the Imperial forces broke through the lines; the
castle-town was taken and the siege of the castle began. Ibuka, with his mother and little brothers
and sisters, was in the castle; and also his father, who with a handful of men, had cut his way
through to it. With frequent sorties, the siege continued for &mﬁw days; the cannonade was often
renewed and many were killed, some of wroB women and children. At last ammunition and provisions

were gone, and the castle surrendered.

" The Daimyo with a number of his chief men, among them Ibuka’s father, was held in custody.

The rest of the able-bodied men were disarmed and placed under strict-guard in a neighboring town;
the old men with the women and children were distributed among the villages. Ibuka was sent with
the men; but a month or two later, when it was decided to send them to Tokyo, he was ordered to
join his mother, greatly to her surprise and joy. His father, with other men of rank, were then taken

to Tokyo, as was then believed, to be executed.

217



" For a time Ibuka gave himself diligently to the study of Chinese; but there were now few books to
be had and no good teachers. He longed for better opportunities; and at last persuaded his mother to
Jet him go to Tokyo and there seek an education. When the day to start arrived, his mother and
little brothers and sisters walked with him to the end of the village, and there bade him m,oom_o%m.
_mN:EOmc.Wm,,gm faithful servant who had attended his father all through the war, accompanied him as
far as the first mountain pass. From there he went on alone. In the war the family had lost every-
thing. During the siege the old family home had been burned, and later the family lands were
confiscated. The clan had been crushed, and his father was in prison with death hanging over him.

These were the thoughts that filled his mind on his long walk to Tokyo to seek an education.

On reaching Tokyo Tbuka found that his father and all the other prisoners had been -released
m,xom@mbm one. It had been determined that three lives would suffice to expiate the offense of the clan.
Two that had been lost in battle were allowed to count. One more was required; that of the chief
Karo. He was condemned to harakiri. The chief Karo and Ibuka’s father had been close friends
from boyhood. Both were Masters of cha no yu; and when the Karo asked how they should pass
their last evening ﬁom.mzbmhv Thuka’s father requested him preside at cha no yu once more. The Karo

was also the Chief Master of Fencing in the clan; and during the evening he imparted to Ibuka’s
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father the secret principles of Aizu swordsmanship, which were never written but orally handed down.

" As they had been deprived of their swords, he made use of chopsticks in illustration of the principles.

Long afterwards Ibuka asked his father what the principles were. The “old man smiled but said
nothing. After Em mmmﬂr among his papers were found memoranda of the conversation. There were
the tiger cut and the eagle cut and others; but nothing to enlighten the uninitiated. The old man had
kept the clan secrets. At the close of the evening when they separated, the Karo as-a Umamsm gift
gave to Ibuka’s father his war-fan. The next morning, with perfect calmness and courtesy and dignity,
he made the atonement for the clan. |

When the “rebellion” was suppressed, the Daimyo of Aizu was deprived of his title and territory,
and the estates of all his samurai were confiscated. ‘Hrm,mbmmbﬁ son of the Daimyo however was
made a minor Daimyo and mst a small tract of 55& in the extreme north Om the .island. Those in
charge of his affairs, in the interests of the new clan, selected about thirty of the boys and young men
and established a school for them in one of the buildings of the Buddhist temple (Zojoji) in Shiba Ku,
Tokyo. Ibuka was one of the thirty; but not long afterwards the Feudal System was abolished, the
school could be no longer maintained, and he was obliged to shift for himself.

His purpose in coming to Tokyo was to master the Chinese classics; but he had not been there long

before it became clear to him that what he most needed to know was the new learning of the West,
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and English as the key to it. The writings of Fukuzawa describing the civilization of m_bdwo and
America were a revelation of a wonderful world of which he had never dreamed. Thereupon he
began the study of English, selling his short sword in order to buy an English dictionary.

When the clan school in Tokyo was disbanded and he was wondering what he should do in a great
city with no money and no friends, he learned that there was a Ken school in Yokohama in which
English was taught, and where a fellow clansman was employed as a servant with the privilege of
attending the classes. It occurred to him that possibly he might obtain a similar position in the school.
The little money that he had had was all gone, but he still had left his long sword. The sword was

>

the “soul of the samurai;” one was already gone and he could hardly bear parting with the other.
But he was penniless; and to meet his immediate necessities he pawned it. With the money in his

pocket he walked to Yokohama, and there secured the position that he had hoped for.

The work of a servant in the school—sweeping the classrooms and waiting at the tables—was not
hard; but the thought of being a servant—especially the thought of serving men, a number of whom
had taken part in the destruction of the old castle-town and some of whom were insolent—was deeply
humiliating. That however ﬁm.m the price to be paid for an education in English.

After some time the new Governor of the Ken appointed a new Principal of the school, Toru Hoshi
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subsequently ‘a leader in the Liberal Party; ,mbmv of his own accord, Mr. Hoshi made Ibuka Treasurer
of the School. As such he collected the monthly fees from the students, went to the Ken office and
drew the salary of Dr. Brown, who was the teacher of English, and paid it to him. The remuneration
for this was more ﬁrmi enough for food and clothing; but this good fortune did not last long. Mr.
Hoshi went to Tokyo; and the new Principal, who did not know Ibuka, appointed a relative of his
own in his place. What to do Ibuka did not know.

Close by the school a daily newspaper was published; the Yokohama Mainichi Shimbun. That was
a new thing and attracted his attention. He had been reading a translation of Smiles’ Selfhelp, which
tells how Franklin began as a poor printer’s boy; and he determined to follow his example, working
at his trade and studying as best he could. With this in mind he called on Dr. Brown to thank him
for his instruction and to say Amoo%u%w. Dr. Brown inquired about his plans; and on learning what he
intended earnestly advised him not to leave school, kindly offering to pay his tuition and board until
he could find some other employment. |

Quite unexpectedly an opportunity occurred. The young Daimyo of Kuwana, the adopted son of the
brother of the old Daimyo of Aizu, had come to the school ,diﬁr a number of his retainers; and was
in search of a tutor to help himself and them in their study of English. The Principal recommended

Tbuka. Coming from Aizu he was especially acceptable to the young Daimyo, who invited him to live
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with him and his retainers. "His new position put him at ease financially; his relations with his
associates were most cordial, and he had ample time for his own studies. But before the year ended
a new difficulty threatened. The time for which Dr. Brown had been engaged: expired, and the
Principal wished him to renew his engagement at a reduced salary. This proposition Dr. Brown
thought it wise to decline; and when this became known many of the students left the school, most of
them going to Tokyo. The great attraction of the school was gone.

- The young Daimyo however did bo.ﬂ wish to return to Tokyo. His desire was to remain in
Yokohama until he had mastered English sufficiently to go to America. Meanwhile it was rumored
that Dr. Brown might open a school of his o/.Sﬁ and to learn whether or not this was true, Ibuka
was sent to inquire of Dr. Brown who was then in Hakone for the summer with his family. Dr.
Brown said that he would open a school on one condition: that tuition fees to the amount of a
hundred yern a month be guaranteed. This condition the young Daimyo immediately accepted, stipulating

that he and his retainers should be among the students.

Dr. Brown o@obm,m the school at his residence, No. 211 Bluff, Yokohama. The students were
composed of a number of his old students in the Ken school, a number of new ones, and a company

—Uemura, Kumano, Oshikawa and others—who had been studying English with Dr. James H. Ballagh.
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In all there were about twenty-five. At first Dr. Brown taught most of the classes himself; but
afterwards when, with Dr. Hepburn and Dr. Greene, he became engaged in the translation of the New
Testament, the greater vvm:,.n of the teaching was done by his daughter Miss Hattie Brown, and his
niece Miss Winn. Besides English, the subjects taught were history, mathematics, physics, chemistry,
geology, physical geography, astronomy, ethics, et cetera.

This is what, in the history of the Church of Christ in Japan, is known as Dr. Brown’s School.

" The fruit which it produced has proved of priceless value; and Dr. Brown, his daughter and niece,

are remembered by their old students with imperishable gratitude, respect and affection.

The victory of Choshu Wbm Satsuma had filled the heart of Ibuka with bitterness. The clan of Aizu
was crushed; and when he came to Tokyo his ruling passion was the i.b,&ommow bm. the cause - for
which it fought and its restoration to power. But a change came over him. The roﬁN,o,m of his vision
widened. He read of the civilization of the West; and with his own eyes saw some of its ;Eomcoﬁm_l
the steamship, railroad, the telegraph. The thought was borne in upon him that the true goal of
endeavor for every Japanese was not the mc,ﬁH.mBmo% of clan over clan, but the engrafting on Japan of
the civilization of the West. But if the civilization of the West was so wonderful in things material,

must it not be true that it had underlying it principles excelling those of the Confucian ethics in
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which he had been trained? That was the question he was asking himself.

While he was in that frame of mind, a friend incidentally put into his hands a tract in classical
Chinese by the celebrated Chinese scholar Keiu Nakamura. In form it was a memorial 8, the young
Emperor, purporting to be written by a European having at heart the highest welfare of Japan. It
praised the Emperor for his wisdom in introducing the material products of the civilization of the
West; and then went on to declare that these were not all. The root of all was the Christianity
which in Japan was forbidden as “evil;” and it boldly urged upon the Emperor the acceptance of
Christianity for Japan and for himself. That seemed to Ibuka an answer to his question; and ﬁrm next
question for him was. What is Orimamdm&% At that time he was still a student in the Ken school.

Accordingly one morning after school roc,ﬂm he went to Dr. Brown. The _omow that he was then
reading was Wilson’s Reader, and in it there was a picture of Christ. He asked Dr. Brown some
questions about the picture.. Presently Dr. Brown looked at the boy curiously and inquiringly over his
spectacles and said to him, “Do you want to hear about Omim%x “Yes,” said the boy. “Come to Dr.
Hepburn’s Dispensary on Sunday morning and I will tell you about him,” said Dr. Brown.

The Sow_” Sunday morning he went to the Dispensary and found that Dr. Brown was teaching three
or four young men the English Bible, of which he gave him a copy. Hrm‘ teaching was in English;

and Ibuka’s knowledge of English was then so imperfect that he had great difficulty in understanding.
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However he attended the class regularly. Soon after the first Sunday at the Dispensary, a friend told
him that there was a missionary named Ballagh who taught the Bible in Japanese on Sunday afternoons,
and offered to take him with him. The class met in the little chapel on the Kaigan Church lot. There
were a number of young men and a few elderly men who held the Chinese Bible in their hands; Mr.
Ballagh having an English Bible which he endeavored to explain in Japanese. But Mr. Ballagh’s
Japanese was then as hard to understand as Dr. Brown’s English. Before the explanation' began they
all kneeled down and prayed; and that impressed Ibuka somewhat.

Besides attending these classes, he got a copy of the Chinese New Testament and read it himself.
What especially struck him in reading it was the Sermon on the Mount; and most of all the words
in it, Love your enemies. For him that meant that he must love the men who had burned his home,
reduced him to poverty, killed his friends and reclatives in battle, broken his clan. It was a new
teaching; very different from Bushido in XE% he had been trained; but in a wonderful way it laid
hold upon him.

One day he was walking with his friend Shinozaki. Shinozaki was one of Dr. Brown’s boys, second to
none of them in promise. Only a few years later he entered into that within the veil. His burial was
the first I ever attended in Japan; and I shall never forget standing by his grave and saying to myself,

Of all the hundreds of graves in this old cemetery this is perhaps the only one over which have been

225



repeated the words, I am the resurrection and the life. Ibuka and Shinozaki were not only friends.
In the war they had been on the same side; and they were talking over the war and its outcome.
After a silence Shinozaki said, “It was the will of God.” That to lbuka was a new thought; the
thought that God is present and ruling in the history of nations. It took possession of his mind, and

his interest in Christianity grew deeper.

So things went on until one day Dr. Brown asked him what he thought about the teachings of ﬂrm
Bible; and when he had listened to what he said he told him to go to Mr. Ogawa, the Elder of the
little Church of Christ that had then been formed, and present himself for admission to it. Mr. Ogawa
said to him. ; “If you become a Christian you may be arrested, and if you are arrested, %rmﬁ will you
do?” “I am ready to die for Christ,” was the answer. “Then you may be baptized,” said Mr. Ogawa.
Ibuka was baptized by Dr. Brown in Dr. Hepburn’s Dispensary, on the first Sunday ‘of -1873.

Besides being a member of the first Protestant Congregation in Japan, Ibuka was one of the Ezw
company now long known as the Yokohama Band. As I think of him and that band, my thoughts
go back to another band of boys who won for themselves a lasting name in the annals of Japan.
When Ibuka returned home after the fight at Koideshima, he found a company enrolled composed

exclusively of boys fifteen and sixteen years of age. That company became the famous Biyakkotai; the
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White Tigers, whose names are iniscribed on the stone in Ueno Park set up in ‘their honor. They
were outside the castle. Seeing smoke rising above it, they thought it had been taken; and when they
sould not make their way through to share the fate of its defenders, committed harakiri. Had Ibuka
been ‘a year”older he would have been one of them; but he had been enrolled ‘to serve in another

tause under another Captain. There is a Divinity that shapes our ends.

In Hmwu\. , &.6 Missions of the Presbyterian, Reformed and (Scotch) Gvﬁmm Presbyterian Churches
omﬁmw Hmwmﬁw in Howu\o Srwﬁ was then called the Union Theological School. The teachers were Dr.
>Bow5mbv Mr. ?Hohmwm: and B%mm_m and to ﬂrmﬁ mowo& the students Om Dr. Brown who had been
mEn_v:sm ﬁrmoﬂom% were transferred.. In November Hmam after graduation, Dr. Ibuka was ordained and
Emﬁm:om HummSa of the WQE&&: Church; Mr. Uemura being ordained mbm installed Pastor of the
wr:m%m O?Eor on the same day. After a year in the pastorate, Dr. Ibuka was m@@o::m& Instructor
in mrm Theological School. v

In 1886, the Union Theological School and the Union College (Presbyterian and Reformed Missions)

29.0 united under the name of Meiji Gakuin, with Dr. Hepburn as President and Dr. Ibuka as

Aﬁmm.waomwmwnf the Theological School becoming the Theological Department of the new institution.

Tn 1890, feeling the need of more thorough training in the subject, Dr. Ibuka went to New York and
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studied Church History at Union Theological Seminary, under Dr. Schaff. On his return in 1891, he
was chosen President of Meiji Gakuin and made a Professor in the Theological Department. These

positions he has held over since.

During the twenty-six years of its history, Dr. Ibuka has been Moderator of the Synod of the
Church of Christ in Japan (Nihon Christo Kyokwai) nine times; and he has always been a leading
member of its Board of Missions (Dendo Kyoku). Besides his work at Meiji Gakuin, he constantly
preaches in the churches of Tokyo and the vicinity. He has done the work of an evangelist in almost
all parts of Japan, from the Hokkaido to Formosa. The calls upon him for service on committees are
frequent, and his correspondence is extensive. He has always been closely connected with the
Y. M.C. A., and is now Chairman of the National Committee; besides which he is a member of the
General Committee of the World’s Alliance. He is Vice-President of the Federation of Christian
Churches in Japan, President of the Japan Educational Association, Or&ﬁ.bmb of the Christian
University Promoting Committee, and a member of the Japan Continuation Committee. A servant of
the Lord, not slothful in business.

Dr. Ibuka has visited ﬁrm United States four times. First in 1890, as a student; the second time in

1897, as a delegate of the Japan Y. M. C. A. to the conference of the World’s Student Christian

228



Federation; the third time in 1905 during the war with Russia, when in company with his old friend
the late Bishop Honda he visited all the countries of Europe excepting Spain, Portugal and Russia.
His fourth visit to the United States was made after the Edinburgh Conference, which he attended as
a delegate of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, and where he &&Zﬁ&
addresses on the problem of co-operation between the Church and the Zwmmmo?. and on Christian
Higher Education in Japan. He is now on his way to the conference of the World’s Student Christian
Federation to be held near New York, and to the World’s Sunday-School Conference to be held at
Zurich.

From Princeton University Dr. Tbuka received the honorary degree of M. A., and from Rutgers
College that of D.D. One honor is his in which, so far as I have ever known, he stands alone. He
has had conferred on him, in a single month three times, the Ancient and Honorable Degree of

Grandfather.
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Chimura Goro

One evening, (in 1872), after the lamps were lighted, Chimura Goro, a man who was going to
America with a daimio, brought two girls to be taught English. They were quite different from O
Hama san, being gayly dressed, with bright sashes and hairpins and powder and paint. They have
been coming to school quite regularly ever since. The girls are named Mishi and Kiyo. One room in
the second story at Ro-Ku-ban was fitted up for school-purposes. From every window we could look |
out upon the water. It was April when O Mishi san and O Kiyo san came, and the port near Sku-

mm._.w-,am was just turning green. (Julia D. Carrothers’s “The Sunrise Kingdom,” 1879. Philadelphia
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p. 155.)

“The state of things with us just now (in 1874) is intensely interesting, calling for the every energy
of soul and body. In July the man who brought our first little pupils, and who afterward went to
.>.Bm18v was examined as to his faith and Wmo.émep .Em&ocm to - baptism. Deguchi san, Kato san
and our girls, with Ju kichi, the &a@mbﬁwﬁ and Ume-ki-chi, were all present. Chimura is an elderly
‘man and a scholar, and his examination was very strict. His answers displayed a wonderful knowledge
of the Bible. He has been their king about being a Christian for years. He was baptised soon after

in our little school room, all of the girls being present. (Carrothers’s page 220.)

HEHES ™D
Meetings are held in different parts of the city. Chimura san’s house is near Shi-ba, and one bitterly
cold night we all went o.<mH there. The girls (of Carrothers school) begged to go. The way was long
and the night dark, but we enjoyed it as we walked along the quiet streets by the light of the lanterns.
The large rooms were thrown together, and candles and lamps gave light, while in the hi-ba-chis
the charcoal glowed brightly. A number of the neighbours gathered in to listen to the preaching and
join in the singing. All these things are encouraging to us, and we gladly go as we are called .mHoB

place to place. (Carrothers’s page 224)

266



s M

BR | R R

But the little schoolhouse grew too small to accommodate the numbers: who gathered there on
Sunday afternoons; some had to go away. So a large wooden building was erected, and (p.’ 224)

mm&nmﬁ& to the service of God. It is near Tuskiji, but out of the Concession, and we bought it in

the name of a .._mmmbmwm. The UEEEN is low and plain, but neat and cheerful. The Em&oﬁﬁ is -

covered with a carpet, msm has a desk mﬁm a little table. 136 seats are wooden benches, but ooﬁmoﬁmzm.
On the broad aisle is matting. There are some mats for old and feeble persons to sit upon if they

prefer the Japanese way of sitting.

HRHERE <L W
The dedication of this building to the service of God was an interesting occasion. The house was
ém: filled. An invocation was offered, the Lord’s Prayer chanted in Japanese, a missionary made " an
earnest prayer, and Chimura san read the Scripture lesson. Then one of oldest missionaries ;@Homor&
4 sermon on the text: “They shall be one”. The subject was the oneness of believers. All listened, and

even children understood how they who believe in Jesus are one. Chimura san’s servant, Sawa, was

~ baptised. His'wife, O Kiyo ‘san, had been baptised some weeks before. Now the whole family are in

ﬁro church. (Carrothers’s page 225.)
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It was November (1874) when the church was regularly organized and elders and deacons ordained.
The scene was an impressive one, and all seemed very thoughtful. An address was made to thé
elders, deacons, church members and ocﬁmmmﬂm. The girls chanted the Lord’s Prayer in Japanese:
Then'a hymn was sung, the benediction was pronounced, and the little company dispersed. Thus- did
another “church in Asia” (Japan) salute their brethren of like faith throughout the world. (Carrothers’s
page 222.)

Events are pressing rapidly upon us now. Toda was anxious, as soon as he received _umwmmB; himself,
that friends and neighbours should hear the gospel. So we went one night to his house on the Tori-
Ginza we call it now, with its foreign built houses. Chimura Goro had a lantern to light us through
the back streets of the city, but on the Ginza no m&ow aid was required. |

In the cwwow room of Toda san’s house quite a little company had gathered, and among them five
women. The men were all in mdm room, and the women in an adjoining apartment, with the door
between opened that they (Carrothers’s page waV might listen. They did listen, and with some degree
of interest, but occasionally would all go away—perhaps to have a smoke. ;

Toda san’s wife is a young, pretty woman, and can read a little English. These women grow very
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ﬁﬁmﬁﬁfm (RERE) IMEEUREN % N HEk
My dear Friend:- Yokohama, July 25, 1864.

I have some 20 to 30 patients at mp% dispensary every morning. Mr. Thompson has lately taken a
class in Arithmetic in a school which we have lately organized. He spends an hour each day in this
work, -in connection with Mr. Brown and Mr. Ballagh of the Dutch Mission, who has taken one class
in Grammar and the other in ABC’s. I was also to have been engaged in this school, but as they
(the pupils) were not far enough advanced for any other branch, and we did not want to cram them
too fast, and having my dispensary to attend to, I gave it up to the others. The school of which I
speak was commenced at my advice, given to officials and Yakunin at various times, but only lately

have they obtained the consent of the Government, its pupils are all of the official class, most of them
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connected with the Custom House. There are now about 25 in all. I invited Mr. Brown and Ballagh
to take part in it, and when I found there were enough teachers for the present without me, stand
aside, to engage in it whenever my services may be needed. This school may possibly fail as all our
other efforts, but we hope rather it is the germ of a solid and useful academy where the Japanese
may be taught the knowledge and sciences of the West.
Wiht kind regard to all I remain as ever,
Your attached friend,
J. C. Hepburn
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BUIHINE % D ok
Yokohama, March 16, 1865
Rev. J. C. Lowrie, D. D,
My dear wu.ov.

I have but little to communicate about Mission matters. We are all exceedingly busy in the usual

way. I have been giving an hour in the morning to teaching English in the Yokohama Academy.

This I do in place of Mr. Brown, who is now on a visit to Nagasaki. The class numbers about 25,

most of them ‘are grown men, interpreters in the Custom House, or in Government service. They
pick up a great deal of Bible truth from the books they study. Mr. Thompson teaches this same
class in the afternoon. - He has carried them through Arithmetic and mensuration. They are now
commencing Algebra.

Our services have been thus far gratuitous, but we confidently expect the Govt. will ere long
establish the school and pay wmmch_., salaries. They have once and again made presents of money to
the Teachers in acknowledgment of their mowﬁomm.

My Dispensary still is open daily but during the winter the patients are fewer than at other seasons

owing to the cold weather and early hour from 7 to 8 A. M. I amputated the arm of a Japanese

artillery man a few days ago, who was so severely injured by the premature explosion of the gun, as.
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to render it necessary. This is the first time that such an operation has ever been wmlocbm& on a
Japanese, at least in this region, or in Yedo. I judge so from the testimony of the Iapanese Drs.
themselves. The room was full of Drs. and students, some of them old men, who had never before
ever seen the instruments for such an operation. One of these same Drs. brought a patient to me,
not long ,mm@ to extract a rifle ball from his arm. Their surgical knowledge or skill could not be much

lower than it is.
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66 WILLSOK’S FIRST READER. .

LESSON XXX.
@®HERIST BLESSING CHILDERN,

And Jesus said, Suf-
~ N fer lit-tle chil-dren to
i [ B come un-to me, and
Y by for-bid them not; for
of such is the king-
81" dom of heav-en.
And he took them
{ up in His arms, put
His hands up-on them, and blessed them.
T think, 1w}-en I read that sweet sto-ry of
old/,
‘When Je-sus was here a-mong, mer/,
How he called lit-tle chil-dren as lambs
to his fold/,
I should like to have been with them
then\.

I wish that his hands had been placed on
my head,
That his arms had been thrown a-round

P P

me',
And that I might have seen his kind
look, when he said,
“Let the lit-tle ones come un-to me'.”

But still, to his foot-stool in prayer I may

go,
And ask for a share in his love';

P WILLSON'S FIRST READER, 67

And if T thus ear-nest-ly seek him be-low/,

I shall see him and hear him a-bove\,—

In that beau-ti-ful place he had gone to
pre-pare

For all that are washed and for-giv-en;

And ma-ny dear chil-dren are gath-er-ing

there/, .
“For of such is the king-dom of heav-en'.”

LESSON XXXI.
A FPABLE.

What is a fa-ble'? A fa-ble is a sto-ry
which is not Z7we. Yet ma-ny fa-bles
teack truths.

Do you ask how this can be’? Here
i8 a fa-ble that is not true; yet it teach-es
a truth which you should all know.

Two or three boys stood one day at the
side of & pond, in which there were some

frogs.

Now, though the poor frogs did them
no harm, yet as soon as a frog put up
its head, these bad boys would pelt it
with stones.

«My dear boys,” says one of the frogs,
“you do not think that, though this may
be sport to you, it is death to us.”

This fa-ble teach-es that we should nol
Laurt those who do not hurt us; nor should
we laugh at what gives them pain.

(Marcius Willsoﬁ, “The First Reader of the School and Family Series.”

New York, Hamper and Brothers.) o HARRIAICHLS, HixBE-T/A
HEE A EERER, BeEsH BEER. BRA. ZEXEAT= A=

Ethy, WEUGEBERIESELE 5 Yo Light brown ¢ cover 12 TA+=
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6 WI1LSON’S FIRST READER. [ranz 1.

THE TIRR. THs PEAR.

P. isssox xvi. p.

A pink and a pear.

Is the pink as sweet as
the rose/?

Is the pear good’?

mroraL  war aviun,

Q. zEsson xviL g.
A quail and a quill.
A quail is a bird.

It is not tame.
‘What is a quill for'?

Ty noss rav nar-

R. zesson xvom r.,

A rose and a rat.

Is the rose as sweet as
the pink’?

The rat is sly.

L )

S. 1msso¥ xix. s.

A ship and a stag.
The ship, is at sea.
A ship has sails.

The stag has horns.

s ron

T. zEssoy xx. ¢,

A trap and a top.
Boys play with tops.

b Do traps catch rats/?

A trap has teeth.

(3

0]

DIRECTIONS TO THE TEACHER.

Requmr. tbe pupils Lo pay partioular attention to the rising and
falliug infleotions. (See Direotions, page 2.)

Require them to read the questions and snswers oorreotly, that
they may acquire correct habits at the beginning. The sentences
in this Resder are such ss they sre speaking every day; and there
is nothing difficult in reading them as they wonkl speak them

Require them to pronounco all words fully, distinclly, and cor-
rectly. A distinet artioulation is of the utmost inipartance o the
young resder.

The most common faulis in articulation sre, 1st. The supprestion
of & gyllable, o5 cvry, for ev-esy, vamty, for vanidy; 24. The
suppression of a sound, o5 go-in, for go-itig, ac<ep, for as-eept;
snd, 84 Tho change of a vowel sound, as pic-ter, for pioture,
mod-arit, for mod-erate.

Pupils should be carefully gusrded against such errors.

narr 1] WILLSOK’S FIRST READER. 7

U. zmsson xin u.

An um or a vase.

Do you see it/? e

‘What do we use toshield

us from the sun‘? P ———

V. 1zssow xxi v.

Grapes on the vine.
They are ripe. i
The vane shows which
way the wind blows. muves.  zux v

‘W. LESSON XXITL1p.
The wolf is wild, and
lives in the woods.
The wasp can fly.

Can the wasp sting’?  nvwowr.  snwasr

X. LESSON XXIV. Z.

The man ‘chops wood R
with the ax.

The ox draws the cart. NERE s

The man has a whip. s mn ox.

Y. mssox xxv. .
The yew is a kind of
tree. Is it tell’?
What is the yoke for'? «
See the chain. wr e T o,
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PART IL
EASY WORDS OF NOT MORETHAN FOUR LETTERS.
[0ONTINTED FROM THE PRIMER.]
LESSON L

Is it ‘'a new book’?

Is it a nice new book’?

May I read the book’?

You may take the book, and read i,

and then you may tell me what is in it.
Take good care of the book. Do not

soil it, nor tear if.

new nice read take  soil
book may  then  good  tear
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The Bible and many tracts in Chinese
language were thus circulated long. be-
fore any translationsinto Japanese were
made, The influence of these books: were
immense. As is well known, it was one
or two small volumes. of this Chinese
literature which filled a young man with
an unquenchable desire to visit America,
and thus gave to the world that apostle
of Japan, Joseph Hardy Neesima. One
of the most useful of these books was
the Tendd Sogen (“Evidences of Chri-
stianity”), by Rev. .Dr. Martin, now
head of the Imperial College at Peking,
but at that time of its preparation
actively engaged in missionary work.
Its author possessing a' profound acqu-
aintance with the thought of China, and
so of the thought of Japan which was a
development of it, presented Christianity
in a light which made it almost irre-
sistible. (Gordon, M. L., “An American
Missionary. in Japan,” Boston & New
York, 1892. p.-188.)
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Tamura stands preeminent. - A more learned (Gordon’s. p. 194) and more difficult grade introduces us

to the works of Messrs. Kozaki, Yokoi, Uemura, and others.- (Gordon's page 195.)
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give them all to Japan.”

SRENRENN D ME  RETE  ERRREERN

Brown to Ibuka August 1875 (BH{R 84F) -

My dear Ibuka,.

1 was glad to see your letter the other day. It would be a good thing for you to write more
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Engish letters. The-practice would help you to learn both to speak and.write in' that'language. What
you say about the gardener does not surprise me. He is a gambler and adulterer. I shall dismiss EB..
&s soon as I refurn to Yokohama and I am inclined to get another betto too.. But'say nothing of this
to any one. You say the leaky places in my house have been repaired. I hope the one in my study
and the school-room have been-thoroughly mended. ‘I shall be at home, if God permit, on the 13th
of next Mo, which will be Monday. I do not like to go down on Saturday, because it will give me no
time to get settled before Sunday, and Mrs. Seward wants to keep the house till Saturday the 11 th.
. We are-all in our usual health here. I cannot exercise much on account of the trouble in my heart,
but when I keep quiet I feel no pain. Miss Gamble is much improved in health. - I have preached to
- the Japanese twice and administered the Lord’s supper on another occasion. Probably I shall preach
" to them tomorrow. There are 4 who have been baptised in this village'and some of them appear. to
-be newcreatures in Christ. I hope all are, but I have not seen enough’ of some. of them to enable me

' to form a judgmient respecting their piety.. Mr. Ballagh arrived here night before last ‘with -his wife.

“He thinks of going down to Yokohama tomorrow, I believe. -
‘It is'a dreadful calamity to -any nation to have been brought up and educated -generation after
Woﬂmww&o:, in idolatry. Such a people cannot easily throw off the yoke of heathenism. God: only - can

shve Japan.
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(omitted. ....)
All them, of my family, send you their kind regards with myself—Yours affectionate friend.

S. R. Brown

HEKENRERN N DN HIE

Albany, New York.
6 June 1880. (A& 13 4F)
No. 548 Madison Avenue.
My dear Ibuka,

Before I left Orange I received a letter from you, which gave me much pleasure. I always rejoice
at hearing that those whom I have labored to educate in China or Japan or elsewhere are going
forward in paths of usefulness. How little you or I thought when you came to the government school
in Yokohama, (in 1870 I think) a poor boy, & friendless, w.; e., having no friends to aid you in pursuing

£ your studies, that &m@q nine or ten years you would be the pastor of a Japanese church at the Eastern
K Capital. The ways of Divine Providence are wonderful. I trust you find your heart and hands filled

& with the blessed work thus given you too. I hear also that you are to be married to one of the
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young ladies at 211 ,w_zmv Yokohama. Her name is gone from me, but I roww this very grave step
.may- conduce to your greater usefulness as a minister of the gospel. You have my best ‘wishes and
-prayers to God that your life may be such as St. Paul’s was. He said: “For me to live is Christ and
to die is gain.” A very terse and concise expression -and full of meaning. See Phillipians I: 21. To
all who live as that apostle did death will be no loss but Emiwm gain.

To live thus, implies entire consecration to Xt. likeness to him in devotion to the will of his Father
cheerful surrender of all one is and has to the disposal and direction of God. ‘St. Paul’s life ».Hou,d the
~time of his conversion on the road to Damascus was wholly identified with Christ, the love of Christ
towards all men, the readiness of Christ to sacrifice himself for their salvation.

He was unwearied in well doing and beneficient efforts to save men. He wrote to the Galatians
{chap. v, 24) they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and mew. This great

Apostle to the Gentiles was no boaster. He says to the Corinthians I Cor. IX: 27) “I keep render

my body to bring it into subjection, lest by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself

should be a castaway. “Such and much more than I can tell besides was St. Paul’s life and no wonder
he said it would be gain for him to die. He would on entering heaven take at first high place there
among the redeemed with an endless caress of blessedness from that point onward forever.

Why then should we not follow Paul as he followed Christ? He was but a man saved by grace, but
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who among men has had such a life? The same course is open before you, my dear Ibuka. Enter

it and pursue it to the end of your life on earth and the same glorious destiny will be yours hereafter.

. To be a preacher of the gospel in Japan now is a privilege that no other calling can equal. May your

work engage all your heart, mind and energies, and an abundant harvest be gathered among your
country men by you and the other brethren, whom I cannot here name who have been called to the
mOmw& Bwbmmc,.%. .

There is little reason to expect that I shall be able to resume work in Japan. My Wmm:wv is very
feeble and I am within 10 days of 70 years old. On the 16th inst. is my 70th birthday. I have
taken a house here in a pleasant part of the city of Albany for 2 years from the 12th of May last.
My son Wm. Howard Brown and his young wife live with me, my wife and daughter Hattie. I have
to be very careful about walking, as a little over exertion brings an angina pectoris. My appetite is
not good and I am as thin (if not more so) than I was when I left Japan. I have not been able to
speak in public yet. My voice is very weak. So you see that I am a dilapidated man and must be
content to sit still and wait the disposal of God.

I think that the missionary cause is receiving more attention among the most of the churches in this
country. Our General Synod is now in session at Brooklyn, opposite to New York city across the East

River, I have not heard anything as yet of its proceedings. The Christian Intelligence of this week
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“will doubtless give a report of -the doings of Synod.

" Where is Amenomori and what is he doing? "I hope he will not be led off into some other scheme
than that of the ministry. I believe him to be a converted man by all question. But I apprehend
Dr. Palm’s teachings have done him harm by unsettling his mind as to infant baptism. That Niigata
Mission has not been help to ours, and I trust the mission of the Reformed Church will send no more
young man there to help Dr. Palm. He is a pious man, but has done harm by his peculiar notions
against the baptism of infants.

Give my love to Mr. Amerman and Dr. Verbeck and to Mr. Ballagh when you see him. Mr. Stout
is now on a tour in the West preaching on the missions. He was at Hope College when I last heard
from him. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are; I suppose, still at Philadelphia. They expect to start for Japan
via Europe in the fall. Write to me often.

. Yours affectionately
S. R. Brown. -
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Yokohama, Dec. 29, 1891.
Dear Mr. Tbuka, .

You ask me “to give you my impressions” of my old friend Dr. S. R. Brown. It is a difficult
subject. mﬁum&mm as it may seem, 1 was not so intimate with the Dr. as might be reasonably supposed
from my, long acquaintance with him.

I expect that you, having been his pupil really knew him better. But I am quite SEEW to give
my impressions of him, though perhaps not always correct, as we can only judge of one- another from
the outside.

To me the Dr. appeared to be a quiet, amiable, and undemonstrative man, social and hospitable, a
pleasant companion, more passive, however, than active in his pleasures. He had fine natural abilities,
improved by cultivation, excellent musical and literary taste. He was not remarkable either for activity

e or energy—rather the reverse.
K As a missionary, his heart was in his work, but he was especially useful as a teacher of young men,

both in China and Japan, several of whom attained to useful and eminent position, and by whom the
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Dr. was honored and beloved. His service in the translation of the New Testament was useful
especially from his knowledge of the Greek original. He left Japan before it was completed, owing to
ill health, and died in the U. States.

This, dear Ibuka, is all I can say about Dr. Brown. I loved him as a Christian man & friend, but
I always felt that he did not employ the fine abilities that his Creator endowed him with, to the extent
that have might done,—but while I say this, I feel deeply that I would not judge him in a matter in
which few are perfect,—This “inter nos”

Very sincerely yours,
J. C. Hepburn.

I should like to know how this agrees with your own impressions.

NS NEHN O LW QFE ()

Yokohama, Jan. 15, 1892
Rev: K. Ibuka;
Dear Bros.

Your polite request for some impressions of Rev. S. R. Brown’s missionary, scholastic and personal
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characteristics has, unavoidably, been apparently disregarded. I take the first opportunity to note some
of the many excellent qualities of heart and mind that made Dr. Brown a model pioneer missionary.
He was a man of many and varied accomplishments. His fine form, noble countenance, and genial
manners gave him an introduction and added grace to any society in which he chose to move. He was
a great favorite for these reasons with the Hon. Townsend Harris, mbm Sir Rutherford Alcock, the
early American and English representatives to the court of the Shogun, and also with some of the
higher officials of the Tokugawa Government. His cultivated ear and voice and fondness for ?smmou
added to a rare Eo.u.m;.% taste and critical faculty of mind, mbdmszw filled him for the acquisition of a
foreign language and for a faithful translation into the same of so important a volume as that of the
Holy Scriptures. His early experience as an educator, first in Dr. Gauladet’s Institutions for the Deaf
and Dumb in New York City, and subsequently in the Robert Morrison College at Hong Kong, and
later still at Owasco Outlet in New York State, gave him a life-long interest in educational work and rare
skill in training all classes of youthful minds. Humm.msaoamm as an educator is best msmm& by the eminence
to which many of his pupils have arisen in China and in Japan. Several prominent officials, professional
and business men in China were originally his pupils at Hong Kong. Among these may be reckoned
m@«ﬁ& of the directors of the China Steam Ship Co., and Mr. Yung King, a graduate with honor from

Yale College and long Chinese Commissioner for Education to the United States. In Japan besides
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teaching for short wmdomm in several important Government Schools, his theological training class at
Yokohama have raised up men of mark for the ministry and educational work in connection with the
Church of Christ in Japan. The Theological Department of the present Meiji Gakuin may be said to
owe its origin to Dr. Brown’s original theological class. But above all natural gifts of personal
endowment, and experience in educational matters, Dr. Brown’s special gift for missionary work lay in
his warm and ardent piety, his thoroughly evangelical spirit, his broad and true Catholicity.

He was this happy combination of spiritual endowment that fitted him preeminently for a pioneer
missionary, and makes his having been selected by the American Reformed Church, as its first
representative to Japan, a most happy and providential circumstance for the Church of Christ in
Japan, and the cause of Christ in all mission fields, and may hap the whole world over. His New
England birth, of n.rm, gifted Hymn writer Mrs. Phebe Brown, his collegiate education at Yale, his
theological educational Columbia, South Carolina, in the wammwﬁmimb Seminary, his sojourn in Hong
Kong and Macao, and intercourse with the English Church people, his subsequent settlement in the
ministry of the American Reformed Church, frequently called “Dutch” from its Holland origin, and
conservative and Catholic spirit, seem to have fitted him to be ready to regard any and all forms of
church government subsidiary to the real unity of the spirit, to be conserved in the bonds of peace.

" Hence we find on his arival in Japan, Nov. 1859, he commenced immediately divine service in the
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parlor’s of H. B. M. ’s H/Eimwmu at Yokohama.

The present English Church owes its origin and plans of church building to his efforts. Subsequently
the present Yokohama Union Church was organized. under his approval and for many years was
dependent upon his able and acceptable ministrations. In the original organization of the Japanese
church though not so active a participant as some others of his brethren, he was nevertheless a most
hearty and effective supporter of the movement by voice and pen. The Wmmo?mosm passed for a
Common Church of Christ at the Conference held in Yokohama, Nov. 1872, owed its origin to his
pen, and indeed several important documents and circulars calling for prayer . and enlarged sympathies
for the cause of Christ in Japan.

Of the more marked characteristics of Dr. Brown’s devotional and religious sensibilities two or three
traits should be mentioned. One was his missionary zeal and fervor. The thought of Christ, and of
his Cross, and of its triumphs fired his soul with intense ardor. A second trait was his intense
longing for, and intelligent and earnest advocacy of our Lord’s Second Coming. The pre-millenial
view of Christ's Coming was indeed “that blessed hope” to his soul. A third trait was, his quick
susceptibility to any appeals to the emotional faculty. ~Tears quickly suffused his eyes when the Lord’s
wonderful grace, love or kindness was the theme, or when any event of a deeply moving nature

occurred. Of Dr. Brown’s work in the language and in Bible translation especially of the New
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Testament I need not speak, the importance of his labours in this department are too well known to
require comment of mine. In closing I must express my deep debt of gratitude for his loving Christian
confidence and hearty sympathy with me in our common work for our adorable Master.

Very sincerely yours,

Jas. H. Ballagh

Q-0 -Aa—NQmRUNRAN (] K218 ml | Pm)

My first acquaintance with Dr. Brown was at the time of .ﬁrm first missionary convention at
Mqowowm.gm in 1872. He had been in Japan about thirteen years and I a little less than four. It was
natural for me to look to him .moH. counsel and our acquaitance soon Hm@mwmmmm, into an intimate
friendship. The first impression made upon my mind was that of his youthfulness. He was then, if I
recalled rightly, something over sixty years of age, but he seemed to have preserved intact a young
man’s habit of mind. He was always accessible to new ideas and took a warm interest in the life of
the day. He was no blind _Amzm.ﬁon. nmn%oimq mwmv but recognized the good of the present and looked
forward with all the hopefulness of youth to the results of the great movements of the age. I sometimes

. thought, that, in the best sense of the term, he was the youngest man in Yokohama. For nearly six
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years from the spring of 1874 it was my good fortune to be associated with him in almost daily

intercourse as junior member of the Yokohama Translation Committee then engaged upon- the New.

" Testament. He was an excellent Greek scholar and his services to the Committee were very valuable.
" His colleagues felt themselves under great obligations to him for his painstaking scholarship. One
: _passage in particular always brings Dr. Brown to mind. It is the doxology of the angels “Ito taka ki
tokoro ni wa yeikuwo kamini are, chi ni wa odayaka, hito ni wa megumi are” This passage I
remember he spent much time upon. It is also one which the Japanese Christians have learned to
prize. He would have asked no greater reward for his efforts than the thought that these words
would in a few years come to occupy a place in Japanese literature similar to that which the correspon-
ding words have won in English literature. ;

In the class room, his moWO_ﬁmE@ was equally manifested. Others have had more pupils than he, but
few have shown the same unwearying patience in training their students to habits of accurate thought
and speech. A mm::msmz once remarked he could tell Dr. Brown’s scholars by the men (?) sound of
their voices.

During the last years of his life he suffered much from physical infirmities which kept him back
from the active participation in the more direct forms of evangelistic labor which he would have

chosen; but his interest did not flay. He thoroughly believed in missionary work and always spoke in
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most enthusiastic terms of the success already gained and of the bright promise for the future.

He was a warm hearted sanguine missionary, a ripe scholar and a valuable friend.
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“How I should like to have been with you all on that occasion! (50th ann. of M. G.) I used to
imagine going to Japan again for a visit, but I cannot longer imagine such a H.Eﬁm. If I could, Meiji
Gakuin would be the center of my thoughts.”
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with which he set forth his convictions.”
B LR IR NEL D 5 1 IO 9500

“Dr. Imbrie was one of the outstanding evangelical forces in the Christian ‘church and the religious
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life of Japan. X X X

As a theologian and church administrator and a great Christian statesman he has stood in the first
rank of the world’s missionaries” with clear understanding of Japan’s moral and social problems and
‘with fearless criticism of all that seemed to him to be wrong he was at the same time one of Japan’s
most constant and sympathetic friends and one of her best interpreters to the western world.”
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