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JAPAN MISSION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN
AMERICA

The right of foreigners to reside in Japan was secured
by treaty in 1858. Measures were taken immediately by
three American churches to establish mission stations in
this Empire, and before the close of 1859the missionaries of
these churches had arrived. Of the Reformed Church mis-
sionaries Rev.Guido F. Verbeck, D. D., settled at Nagasaki,
and Rev.Samuel R. Brown, D. D. and D. B. Simimons, M. D.
settled at Kanagawa [Yokohama]. Dr. Simmons with-
drew from the mission in the following year, and in 1861
Rev. James H. Ballagh settled at Kanagawa.

EARLY EXPERIENCES.

The opportunities for Christian teaching were few.
“The people were suspicious of foreigners; preaching was
not allowed ; Christianity was hated ; and edicts of the
government forbade the people’s acceptance of it, impos-
ing sanguinary penalties on all the subjects of -the
Empire who should disobey. Besides these things, the
Jack of knowledge of the language and habit of thought
of the Japanese people was an effectual barrier to evan-
gelistic effort. The principal objects of the:first few
years work, therefore, were the acquisition of the language
and winning the confidence of the . government -and
people .in“the religion and aims. ‘of ‘the: i ies.
During these first years there Were ‘dange ifficui=
ties unknown to later times, and the expériencesot those
then in the field were exceedingly trying: Butthe Lord
was their helper, and.not.only delivered them out;of
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their trials but gave to them and to the home churches
unmistakable indications of future possibilities in this
part of His vineyard. From very early times individ ual
inquirers were instructed in the Bible at the missionaries”
houses, and when confidence was gradually established,
and the severity of the operation of the government
edicts began to be relaxed, small Bible classes were
gathered. The first baptism was in 1864, and there were
two in 1866. Dr. Verbeck, whose “History of Protestant
Missions in Japan” was presented to the Missionary Con~
ference at Osaka in 1883, speaks of this period as ¢ the
period of preparation and promise” and ¢ with the ex-
ception of one joyful day of harvest near its close a time
of learning and sowing.”
BIBLE TRANSLATION.

Like other early missionaries those of the Reformed
Church attempted something in the way of Bible transla-
tion, but very little of the results of this early work was
published. It was difficult at that time to find Japanese
who were willing to publish the Christian scriptures or
even to assist in the work of their translation. In con-
sequence of the attitude of the government towards
Christianjty, men could only undertake such work at the
risk of liberty and perhaps oflife.

In 1865-66 Dr. Brown prepared translations of some
portions of the New Testament, but all his manuscripts
perished in the fire which destroyed his house in 1867,
In 1867 Mr. Ballagh shared with others-the work of pre-
paring a first draft of the gospel of Matthew. This was
revised and published in 1873. In the meantime Dr.
Brown had assisted in the revision of the Gospels of
Mark and John which were published in 1872. After
this time there was no difficulty in arranging forthe pub-
lication of the Scriptures or of any other Christian books.
The edicts against Christianity were removed from the
notice boards, but otherwise the government did not.
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withdraw its proclamations; nevertheless it tacitly per-
mitted the extension of Christianity and the publication
of any books which were directed to this end.

Organized effort at Bible translation was begun by a
Convention of Missionaries in 1872 when a committee
was appointed to translate the New Testament. Dr.
Brown gave himself almost entirely to the work of this
committee for five years. Shortly before the work was
completed he was obliged by failing health to cease his
labors and return to America where he died in 1880. Dr.
Verbeck left Nagasaki in 1869 and entered the service of
the Japanese government. He rejoined the mission in
1879, and devoted himself largely to the work of the
committee appointed by the Convention of missionaries
in 1878 to translate the Old Testament and to have
charge of the whole future work of Bible revision. The
completion of the transiation of the entire Bible was
celebrated in February 1888.

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN -CHURCH.

The way was prepared for the organization of the first
Christian church by long and faithful labors with a few
men who had been instructed individually or in classes.
The event which immediately led to the organization.
was a series of prayer meetings. “In January 1872 the
misssionaries at Yokohama and English speaking resi-
dents of all denominations united in the observance of
the Week of Prayer. Some Japanese students connected
with private classes taught by the missionaries: were
present through curiosity or through a desire to please
their teachers, and some perhaps from a true interest in
Christianity. It wasconcluded to read the Acts in course
day after day, and that the Japanese present. might take
part intelligently in the service, the. Seripture of the' day
was translated extemporaneously into their language.
The meetings grewin interest.and were continued irom
week to week until the end of February. Aftera week
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or two the Japanese, for the first time in the history of
the nation, were on their knees in a Christian prayer
meeting entreating God with great emotion, with tears
streaming down their faces, that He would give His
Spirit to Japan as to the early church and to the people
around the Apostles. These prayers were characterized
by intense earnestness.” [Addressof Rev.]. M. Ferris,
D. D.,at the Mildmay Conference, October 1878. Pro-
ceedings of the Osaka Conference, page 52.] Asadirect
fruit of these prayer meetings a church was organized
at Yokohama March 10, 1872. It consisted of nine young
men who were baptized on that day and two men of
middle age who had been baptized previously. The
meémbers chose for themselves the catholic name ¢ The
Church of Christ in Japan.” This is the one day of joy-
ful harvest referred tonear the beginning of this sketch,
the forerunner of many similar days experienced in the
later history of Christian work in this land.

This church, now known as the Kaigan Church, has
had a career of almost uninterrupted spiritual prosperity,
and at the date of this writing [1889] numbers in its
membership five hundred and eighty-three adults and
thirty-eight children. It has contributed largely of its
membership and means for the formation of other
churches: maintains a mission work of its own; and has
contributed during the past year for its own support and
for benevolent work the equivalent of more than $1,000.00
United States gold.

Mr. Ballagh ‘was the acting pastor of this church for
several years and. under his supervision and through his
efforts' it was provided with the first church building
erected in Japan. This is of brick and seats nearly five
hundred people. It was dedicated July 10, 1875. (The
sum. of $1,000, contributed by native Christians in the
Sandwich Islands, was used in the erection of this
building.)
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST.

From very early times it was earnestly desired that the
separate missions although representing different church
organizations should labor together for the establish-
ment of one Japanese church, which should have no or-
ganic connection with any church in another land. The
subject was fully discussed at the time of a convention in
1872, when steps were taken to secure similarity of
organization in the churches that should be formed, in
order to their union in one body when the proper time
should come. It was not, however, until 1876 that
definite action was taken resulting in the coming together
of the missions of the churches of the Presbyterian order
in one council. These missions were those of the Re-
formed Church in America, the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America [North], and the United
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. The purposes of the
union at that time were but two, viz., the fostering care
of a Japanese church and the maintenance of a Theolog-
ical schoo!l. In all other matters the missions continued
their separate work.

The churches under the care of these missions took as
their name “The United Church of Christ in Japan.”
The Doctrinal Standards were the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith and Shorter Catechism, the Heidelberg
Catechism, and the Canons of the Synod of Dort. The
form of government was strictly Presbyterian. Fromthe
beginning the success of the union was assured. This is
testified by the rapid growth of the church. At tbedate
of the organization, October 3, 1877, there were eight
churches and six hundred and twenty-three members.
These were united in one Chu Kwai [Classis]. By 1881
the number of churches had increased so largely that the
supervision of their work, the examination of candidates
for licensure and ordination, and other ecclesiastical
business, required more time and labor than one Chu
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Kwai could conveniently give. Some of the churches
also were situated at a great distance from the original
center, and the time consumed in traveling made even
the two stated sessions of the year a great burden. In
this year therefore the original Chu Kwai was divided
into three, and the Dai Kwai [Synod] already provided
for in the Constitution was formed.

In 1885 the mission of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America [South], and in 1886 that of the
Reformed Church in the United States joined the Coun-
cil. In 1886 two additional Chu Kwai were formed. It
should be mentioned here that the Mission of the
Women’s Union Missionary Society although not repre-
sented in the Council of the United Missions, has co-
operated with the United Church from the beginning,
and has contributed by sympathy and labor not a little
to its successful progress.

At the close of the last year the statistical tables
showed one Dai Kwai; five Chu Kwai; sixty-one
churches ; 8,690 members, of whom 7,551 are adults; and
contributions during the past year for church mainten-
ance, missionary work, etc., which exceed $15,000 United
States gold. A glance at the map will show how widely
the churches are scattered through the country.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.

Systematic evangelistic work by our Mission was be-
gun in 1875 with the assistance of Japanese Christians.
The restrictions on foreign travel beyond the narrow
limits defined in the treaties were a. serious obstacle.
But as opportunity offered the work was carried on.
The measure of success and the rapidity of results dif-
fered greatly in different places, but there was some
measure of success everywhere, and soon stations began
to be establishéd and churches organized in widely distant
partsof the country,

Later the co-operating missions united a large part of
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their evangelistic work under the direction of an Evan-
gelistic Committee. This was chosen by the Council
and included some of the missionaries and a number of
Japanese ministers and elders. Some important parts of
the work could not be brought under this Committee on
account of their distance from Tokyo where the meetings
of the Committee were held. This was the case with all
that work which centered at Nagasaki. The Committee
continued its work for two years, and made distinctly ap-
parent the benefit of the association of the Japanese
brethren with the missionaries in the direction and
responsibility of the work, and thus prepared the way for
a great advance in the development of the United
Church.

This advance was made in 1886 when the Dai Kwai
organized a Mission Board [Dendo Kyoku], and directed
the appointment of Mission Committees [Dendo Iin] in
the different Chu Kwai. Under the direction of these
the evangelistic work of the church and a large part of
that of the missions have been carried on to the present
time. In the Board and in each Committee one-half the
membership is foreign and one-half Japanese. The
churches are urged to make their contributions to the
Board monthly, and the missions connected with the
Council supplement these contributions by the gift of
three times the amount. The Board makes an annual
appropriation to the Chu Kwai Mission Committees,
payable in monthly installments, and these Committees
direct the work each within its own bounds. This method
has passed beyond the period of experiment. As rapidly
as the contributions make it possible for the Committees
to extend their labors the missions are passing their
separate evangelistic work to theircare. The Com-
mittees meet at stated times to receive reports from the
ministers. and evangelists in their employ, settle cases of
difficulty, arrange for popular ¢ Lecture Meetings,” and
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special gatherings for preaching, and devise ways and
means for the more effective prosecution of their work.
Among the evident advantages of this arrangement are
these: The foreigners and Japanese work together on
equal terms; the leaders in the work of the church un-
derstand and confide in one another more and more
largely ; the field is better understood ; its wants are more
easily and quickly met; the helpers are more thoroughly
supervised than they could be by the foreign missionary
alone ; and the church is educated to the support and
management of the work of evangelizing the Empire.

There is a portion of our mission’s evangelistic work
that has not been transferred to the care of this Mission
Board and these Mission Committees, viz.: that in Ueda,
Nagoya, Mishima, Hota and their vicinities. In all these
places there are organized churches, and some of them
present unusual difficulties. For both these reasons it
has been thought best that they remain for the present
under the supervision of the Mission. At Morioka, also,
360 miles north of Tokyo, a new station was opened in
1887, and Mr. Miller removed there last year to take
charge of it. It will be seen, therefore, that while the
church is encouraged and educated to care for evan-
gelistic work as far as it has the power to do so, the
scope of the mission’s separate labors is in no way re-
stricted.

EDUCATIONAL WORK AT YOKOHAMA AND TOKYO.

in the early days of Christian work in Japan the mem-
bers of the mission were sometimes engaged in teaching
in the government schools. Dr. Verbeck was so engaged
at Nagasaki for several years, and on his removal to
Tokyo was the government’s trusted adviser in-the or-
ganization of the Imperial University, of which he was
the first Superintendent. Dr. Brown also taught in the
government school at Niigata for a year, and after his
return to Yokohama had a class of young men under his
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care from which have come some of the most trusted
ministers of the United Church, and some valued assist-
ants of missionaries of other denominations. The care of
this class was. afterward shared by several members of
the mission and it was removed to Tokyo in 1877 on the
organization of the Union Theological School. During
the following year an effort was made to carry on a boys’
school at Yokohama but the Synod’s Board could not
supply the means for sustaining it and it failed. Pro-
fessor Martin N. Wyckoff arrived in 1881 and organized
a school known as the Sen Shi Gakko. This was well
sustained and successful. It was removed to Tokyo two
years later and united with the Tsukiji Dai Gakko of the
American Presbyterian Mission, the two becoming the
Union College.

On the union of the three missions in 1877 [see page 3]
the Union Theological School had been organized.
This was carried on for nine years by one representative
from each of the three Missions.

THE MEIJI GAKUIN.

In 1886 the educational work of these missions was
further unified by the organization of the institution
known as the Meiji Gakuin; “ Meiji "’ being the name of
the era of the present Emperor and meaning “ Enlight-
ened Government,” and “ Gakuin ’ meaning “a hall of
learning.”” In this institution the Union College became
the Academic Department, and the Union Theological
School the Japanese [7. e., vernacular] Theological De-
partment. A special department was added providing
instruction through the medium of the English language
in Theology and other special studies for the graduates
of the Academic Department, Gathering wisdom from
the experience of three years this plan has been recently
modified, so that there are now but two departments in the
Meiji Gakuin, viz.: the Academic and the Theological.
The instruction in the Academic Department is forthe
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most part in English, and that in the Theological De-
partment in either English or Japanese at the discretion
of the several professors. A series of optional post-
graduate courses has been provided for the graduates of
the Academic Department to which the theological
students, ministers residing in Tokyo, and others are to
be admitted subject to suitable regulations.

The aim of the Meiji Gakuin is to provide for its stud-
ents a thorough education under Christian influences,
and especially to train young men for the Christian
Ministry, Hebrew is not taught, and in Greek instruc-
tion has thus far been given only in the elements. Apart
from these studies the curriculum of the Theological De-
partment does not differ widely from that of our Theolog-
ical Seminaries at home.

The general government is lodged in a Board of
Directors composed of seven foreign and seven Japanese
members. The immediate administration is under the
direction of a Faculty which includes all the professors.
These are appointed by the Board of Directors. Our
mission is represented in this Faculty by Professors
Wyckoff and Harris of the Academic Department, and
Dr. Amerman of the Theological Department.

The building containing the class rooms of the Aca-
demic Department is the gift of Mrs. G. A. Sandham of
New York City. A piece of property in the Foreign
Concession has been donated by Rev. E. Rothesay
Miller, and the proceeds of the sale of this will be used
for the erection of a chapel.

The students for the current year are classified as
follows :

Theological Department,

Senior Class . . . . 4
Middle Class . . . 21
JuniorClass . . . .17

42

Special Students . . . ., | 2
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Academic Department,

Senior Class . . . . I5
Junior Class . . . 18
Sophomore Class . . . 36
Freshman Class . . . 45
Preparatory Class A . . 55
B . . 22
c . . 23

— 214

Total . . . . . 258

Of this number 154 are Christians.

A plan for a training school for evangelists is in prep-
aration. There are men who give promise of becoming
successful evangelists who, by reason of age or some
other disability, cannot pursue a full course of theologi-
cal study. A two years’ course of study and practical
work will be provided for these men under the direction
of the professors in the Theological Department and
some of the Tokyo pastors.

THE FERRIS SEMINARY.

In 1870 Miss Mary E. Kidder began teaching at Yoko-
hama with a class of four pupils; and soon after opened 2
girls’ day school under the patronage of the governor of
the port. Before the close of 1872 the number of ‘pupils
was twenty-two. A few of the pupils were converted
and the school was on the whole satisfactory, but from a
missionary point of view a thoroughly successful-day-
school seemed impossible.. The parents:of many of the
pupils resided in the vicinity but:a short time; and dur-
ing this time the pupils were in the school only a'pertion
of each day. There was little hope, therefore, that the
impressions made would be lasting. A bearding scheol
was needed. After some delay the lease of a lotof ground
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on the Bluff at Yokohama was obtained in 1874 and a
school building erected. Miss Kidder had been married
in July 1873 to Rev. E. Rothesay Miller and thencefor-
ward conducted the school with her husband’s assist-
ance. An interesting account of the early history of the
school may be found in the “ Manual of the Missions of
the Reformed Church in America.”

Mr. and Mrs. Miller, returning to America on furlough
in 1879, resigned the care of the school which passed to
Miss E. C. Witbeck. In 1881 Miss Witbeck returned
to America and Rev. Eugene S. Booth, who had come
from Nagasaki in search of health, undertook the care of
the school at the request of the mission. Prior to 188r
the number of pupils in attendance at any one time had
not exceeded forty, but the opportunity of broadening
the influence of the school was presented in the rapidly
growing desire among the Japanese people for the educa-
tion of women, and the accommodations for pupils were
increased by the enlargement of the building in 1882.
The number of pupils soon exceeded a hundred. The
desire for still further enlarging the work was placed be-
fore the Church at home by Mr. Booth during his visit
to America in 1886, and funds were provided for the
purchase of an adjoining lot and the erection of an addi-
tional building. This new building, Van Schaick Hall,
is nearly completed. The school is thus provided with a
much needed chapel, additional recitation rooms, and
dormitory accommodations, and can soon receive about
two hundred boarders. Thegrade of the school has been
advanced beyond what was desirable in the former period
of its history and is fully equal to that of ‘any other girls’
school under mission direction.

The members of the mission engaged in the Ferris
Seminary are Rev. and Mrs. Eugene S. Booth, Miss M.
Leila Winn, Miss Anna De F. Thompson; and Miss Mary
Deyo.
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The pupils are classified as follows :
Academic Department,
Senior Class

1
Junior Class 2
- 3
Grammar School Department,
A Class . R . . . 4
B Class . . . . 4
C Class . e . II
D Class . . . . 2
J— 48
Preparatory Department,
Second year . . . . 35
First year . . . . 35
70
Total . . . . 121

Of this number fifty-one are Christians.
EDUCATIONAL WORK AT NAGASAKI.

Rev. Henry Stout arrived at Nagasaki in 1869, just
prior to Dr. Verbeck’s removal to Tokyo, and for more
than three years engaged in teaching in government
schools. This work was relinquished as soon as it was
thought that the time had come for direct mission work,
and a boys’ school was opened at the mission residence.
The Bible was the principal text-book and instruction in
English was offered as' an inducement for young men
to attend. Mrs. Stout began aschool for girls also at the
mission residence in 1873. The pupils soon became so
many that they could not be accommodated. An ar-
rangement was therefore made by ‘which both ‘thesg
schools were removed to the native town. ‘In the coursé
of a few weeks about fifty girls and :thirty boys were:in
attendance. Difficulties soon arose; however, on account
of the use of the Pible, and the Japanese patrons caused
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the school to be closed. The work was resumed at the
mission residence. Afterward, through the kindness of
a Christian foreigner, a school-house was built on the mis-
sion property and the school was removed to it.

From this time until 1886 school work both for boys
and girls was carried on amid alternations of hope and
disappointment. Toward the end of 1875 it was arranged
that Rev. Mr. Wolff should take charge of the boys’
school, but after a few months he left the mission. In
1881 Rev. Mr. Booth opened a boys’ school and Mr. Stout
began to teach a theological class of four students. Two
of these are now most effective ministers of the gospel.
Mr. Booth’s removal to Yokohama before the close of
the year left all the work where it was before. In 1884
Rev. Mr. Harris took up the work, but he was transferred
to Tokyo and it passed to the care of Rev. Mr. Demarest,
who gave to it such time as he could spare from ether
duties.

THE WILLIAM H. STEELE, JR., MEMORIAL SCHOOL.

Meantime the Synod’s Board had received from its
president a gift for the establishment of the William H.
Steele, Jr., Memorial School, and under the care of Rev.
Albert: Oltmans and Mrs. Oltmans, who arrived in 1886,
the mission educational work for boys in Nagasakibegan
a career of prosperity which continues at the present
time. In October 1886, there were nineteen students on
the roll. ‘Before the next summer vacation the number
had increased to forty. A suitable location had already
been chosen, and the erection of buildings for class rooms
and dormitories begun. These were:{ormally opened in
the autumn of 1887. A gymmnasium has - smce been
added and is an attractive. feature..of the institution.
There are two departments, a preparatory and. an
academic. Theformercomprisesa two years’ course and
has at this, time fifty-four students: The latter com-
prises a four years’ course and-hasithirty-five students.
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Twenty-five of the students are Christians. The school
has proper accommodations for sixtv boarders, but just
now seventy find room by crowding.

Instruction is given in the Academic Department in
English, Japanese, Chinese, Arithmetic, and some other
common English branches, as Geography and Physiology.
There is daily instruction in the Bible forall the students,
and a weekly singing class. The theological classes are
carried on with the assistance of a Japanese minister.
There have been in all, from the beginning, thirteen
students, four of whom have graduated. The number
of students last year was six. Instruction is given in
Theology, Sacred and Church History, the Bible,
Homiletics and Singing. The course of study extends
through three years. The theological classes and the
William H. Steele, Jr., Memorial School are under one
Faculty which includes Rev. Henry Stout, Rev. Albert
Oltmans, Mr. H. V. S. Peeke, and several Japanese
teachers.

THE JONATHAN STURGES SEMINARY.

The Misses Farrington were sent to Nagasaki in 1878
and began teaching a class of girls with the hope that it
would be the nucleus of a school, but-they were obliged
by sickness to relinquish the work and returned to
America the following year. As far as timeand strength
permitted, Mrs. Stout had before this been teaching such
girls as she could gather about her, and now she again
taught a small class, hoping that other ladies might be
sent from home to revive the school. Several years
elapsed before the expected reinforcements arrived, and
then, on account of the necessity for studying the Fap-:
anese language, several years more passed before’ aﬁyﬁhing"
could be done beside'the teaching of a small-class. o
1887 the school building for the Jorathan Sturges Semi-
nary was completed, and:in September ‘the ‘school was
opened with seven pupils. The first term ‘closéd ‘in
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December with seventeen in regular attendance. At the
close of last year there were twenty-six pupils, of whom
twenty were borders. Nine of these were Christians, and
six others had requested baptism. Instruction is given
in the common English branches, Japanese, Chinese,
Music and Needlework. There are :'so Bible lessons
daily. The school is in the care of Miss Mary E. Brokaw
and Miss Rebecca L. Irvine.

WORK FOR WOMEN.

The ladies conne ted with the Ferris and Jonathan
Sturges Seminaries do such work as time and opportunity
allow in the families of the pupils. Miss Winn alsogoes
every Saturday by steamer to Yokosuka, a few milesfrom
Yokohama, and teaches the Bible to a large class com-
posed mostly of the wives and daughters of raval
officers. To make her work more effective she has re-
cently begun among them a class in foreign cooking.

The wives of our missionaries are not idle. They too
where possible have their Bible, Sewing and English
classes, generally connected with some church or school
in the cities where they reside. Women’s work, however,
as organized and provided for in the appropriations of
the Board is' for the most part confined to the Ferris
Seminary at Yokohama and the Jonathan Sturges Semi-
nary at Nagasaki.

PUBLICATIONS.

Various tracts have been prepared by members of the
mission. Their number cannot be exactly ascertained.
Some have served their purpose and have not been re-
published. Others are constantly used by Christian
workers throughout the Empire. Some of these have
had a circulation of from twenty to forty thousand
copies. The mission has also been well represented in
the Christian periodicals of Japan by sermons, magazine
articles, and other contributions.
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Beside these, and the books prepared by Dr. Verbeck
while in the service of the government, the works pub-
lished by the mission or by other publishing agencies for
members of the mission are as follows:

By Dr. Brown, a work on “ Colloquial Japanese ” in
1863, and subsequentiy his “Master System ” for the
study of the Japanese language. Of the former there
were two editions.

By Dr. Verbeck, a paper on “The Best Method of
Acquiring the Japanese Language,” and a “ Synopsis of
all the Conjugations of the Japanese Verbs.”

* A Child’s Catechism,” under the supervision of Mr.
Ballagh, three editions.

A translation of the “ Heidelberg Catechism,” the
joint work of several members of the mission.

A translation of “ Milk for Babes,” and ‘‘ The Gospel
of Mark”” in colloquial, under the supervision of Dr.
Amerman.

By Mr. Miller, a translation of the ‘ Liturgy of the
Reformed Church in America.”

By Mr. Stout, “A Manual of Sacred History,” and
« Church History” two volumes. These are for the most
part translations of lectures by Rev S. M. Woodbridge,
D.D.

A translation of Dr. Woodbridge’s “Systematic Theol-
ogy,” under the supervision of Mr. Demarest.

By Dr. Amerman, * The Theology of the New Testa-
ment,” based on the work of Dr. Van Oosterzee, two
editions; ** An Introduction to Systematic Theology;”
«The Argument for the Being of God;” two editions,
«The Attributes of God and the Trinity;" **The De-
crees of God;” <«“The Creation of the Universe;”
« Anthropology;” “Soteriology;’ and a translation of
Dr. Woodbridge’s notes on * Church: Government.”

Since 1881 Mrs. Miller has edited and published the
Yorokobi no Oiozure [Glad Tidings); a- monthlypaper of
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fourteen pages, and for several years also an illustrated
leaflet. The monthly issue of these at this time is 3,300
copies of the paper, and 2,800 of the leaflet.

For several years past the mission has been represented
on the Publishing Committee of the American Tract
Society’s Committee for East Japan by two of its mem-
bers, who have done a large share of the Committee’s
work. The circulation of the publications of this Com-
mittee during the past year has been

Of books . . . . . . 4,283
Of tracts . . . . . 171,774
The pages in these tracts number . . 1,565,481

A NEW MISSION.

What has been until this year the Nagasaki Station of
the mission has been made a separate mission. The
church has now therefore two distinct missions to sustain
in Japan.

A PROPOSED UNION,

It is proposed to bring together into one the ““ United
Church of Christ” and .the Congregational churches in
Japan. The matter has been before the people for two
years, and the union is greatly desired. It will probably
be consummated in a few weeks. We hope and pray for
it. The chief benefits of this proposed union are two :
co-operation instead of rivalry, one work instead of two,
in all the important towns of the Empire ; and larger and
more effective plans for preaching the gospel to the
whole people.

CONCLUSION.

The thirty years labor of the Japan Mission of the
Reformed Church in America for Christ and His Church
is but imperfectly indicated in this brief sketch. It is
the lifetime of a generation, but what generation has
witnessed such changes in any land as God has wrought
here through this and other agencies? The bitter
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hostility to Christianity has given way, Christ may be
freely preached in every town and village, and the people
are ready to listen. The dense darkness of ignorance
is flying before the advance of civilization and the light
of God’s truth. The government which made death the
penalty for conversion to the Christian faith has pro-
claimed perfect freedom for religious belief to all
its subjects, and some of the publications mentioned
above have been printed at the government press. Less
than a score of years ago there was not a Christian
church in the Empire. Now there are more than two
hundred and fifty. And of these nearly a hundred are
entirely self-supporting. The yearly increase in the
membership is such that the church at large is counted
as doubling itself every three years. On January 1, 1883,
the whole number of professed adult believers was less
than 4,400. During the one year 1888 alone the number
of adults baptized was nearly 7,000, and the total mem-
bership at the close of that year [including children] was
more than 25,000.

The work is not yet done. The population of Japanis
38,000,000. The dangers have not all been passed. The
difficulties have not allbeen overcome, Those of twenty
years ago have given place to others no less real and no
less great. The prayers and gifts of the church at home
are needed now as much as they ever were. We need
more workers. In 1836 we asked for large reinforce-
ments. They have not came. Shall we have them?
Will the church, encouraged by God’s blessings on past
labors, strengthen our hands and hearts for labors yet
to come ?

The present work of the mission is threefold, evangel-
istic work, Christian education, and the publication: of
Christian books. Our- prayer to the church'is; Make
us strong on these lines. Avoid the half-way support of
any part of our work. Sustain thoroughly all you per-
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mit us toundertake. We shall then labor with gladnessin
the hope that the end of this century will see foreign
mission work in Japan completed, and the abundance of
these islands turned unto the Lord. May the Lord cause
this prayer to be answered and to his name shall be the
praise.

TokYo, JAPAN, April 26, 1889.

MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

SENT TO JAPAN.
Joined Retired.

the
mission.

Samuel R. Brown, D. D.,* and Mrs. Brown, . . 1859 1880
D. B. Simmons, M. D.,* and Mrs. Simmons, . . . 1859 1860
Guido F. Verbeck, D. D., and Mrs Verbeck, . . . 1859
Rev. James H. Ballagh, and Mrs. Ballagh, . . . 1861
Rev. Henry Stout, and Mrs. Stout, . .. 1869
Miss Mary E. Kidder [Mrs. E. Rothesay Mxller], . . 1869
Rev. Charles H. H. Wolff, and Mrs. Wolff, . . . 1871 1876
Miss S. K. M. Hequembourg, . . . . . . 1872 1874
Miss Emma C. Witbeck, . . . . . . . 1874 1882
Rev. E. Rothesay Miller, . . . e . 1875
James L. Amerman, D. D., and Mrs. Amerman, . . 1876
Miss Harriet L. Wipn, . , . . . . . 1878 1887
Miss Elizabeth F. Farrington, . . e . 1878 1879
Miss Mamie J. Farrington, . .. . . 1878 1879
Rev. Eugene S. Booth, and Mrs. Booth .. . 1879
Miss Carrie E. Ballagh . . . 1881 1885
Prof. Martin N. Wyckoff, and Mrs Wyckoff . . 1881
Miss M. Leila Winn, . . . 1882
Rev. Nathan H. Demarest, and Mrs Demarest . . 1883
Rev. Howard Harris, and Mrs. Harris, .. . 1884
Miss Mary E. Brokaw, . . . Ce . . 1884
Miss Clara B. Richards, . . . R . 1884 1885
Miss Anna H. Ballagh, . . . . 1884 1887
Rev. Albert Oltmans, and Mrs. Oltmans, . . 1886
Miss Anna De F. Thompson, . . . . . . 1886
Miss Rebecca L. Irvine, . . . . . . 1886
Harman V. S. Peeke, . . . . . . . 1888
Miss Mary Deyo, .. . 1888

*Deceased.
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Read at The Council of Missions

I GUIDO F. VERBECK
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By Rev. J. H. Ballagh, D. D.




Rev. Guido Fridolin Verbeck, D. D.

BY PROF. M. N. WYCKOFF, SC. D.

Dear Friends: I count it a privilege to speak to
you at this timz of Dr. Verbeck — to recall him to the
memory of those who knew him, and perhaps to add
something to the interest of those of you who have
only known about him. I realize my inability to tell
fittingly of this dear friend who was so long the senior
and the pride of our mission. There are others here
who knew him longer than I, but they have other
parts, and it is perhaps suitable for one not quite so
near the end of a half century in Japan to tell of him
to-day.

I first met Dr. Verbeck thirty-seven years ago, and
it was as a guest in his home that I spent my first fow
days in Japan. He had alrcady made a name and
was then probably the most influential foreigner in this
country, but there was nothing in his manner to suggest
that he was aware of the fact. Irom that time I
enjoyed a friendship that grew and strengthened with
the increasing intercou 32 and intimacy that we had
during the remaining twenty-five years of his life.

Guido Fridolin Verback was born on January 23rd,
1830, at Zeist in the Province of Utrecht, Holland.
His father was a prominent man and at the time of Guido’s
birth and for many years afterward was burgomaster of
Zeist.  Guido’s carly education was received at the
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Moravian Academy in his native town, and was after-
wards- supplemented by private study with the principal
of the Polytechnical Institute at Utrecht.

The birthplace and early life of Dr. Verbeck afford
a plain example of how God prepares, even to minute
details, those whom He will use in his service.
Though his parents were Lutherans, they for some
reason attended the Moravian church and sent their
son to the Moravian school. It was no doubt due to
these early associations that he was so ready to hear
the missionary call when it came; and though that
call came in America, it came to /um, because he had
bzen born in ZHolland. 1 often heard him speak of
those old days in the Moravian school, and to their
influence he ascribed, as he wrote to others, - whatever
of true missionary spirit I imbibed in youth and retained
through life. I still hold in dear remembrance my
early attendance at missionary -meetings, and can
vividly recall the deep impressions received in hearing
missionary reports and addresses, among others especially
those of Gutzlaff, the Apostle of China.”

The kind of instruction too that he received at the
Moravian school was the very best to give him the
special fitness and ability which he afterward brought
to the performance of the varied and difficult work
that he had to do in Japan. A very important part
of that instruction was the thorough study of German,
French, English and Dutch, each language being taught
by a native of the country to which it belonged. Thus
the boy Guido grew up speaking and writing these four
languages with about equal facility. Much of Dr.
Verbeck’s usefulness during the first twenty-five years
of his life in Japan depended upon this thorough
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knowledge of these four languages, all of which werc
at some time or other directly connected with his work.
His mother-tongue (if we may use the term of onc
who had, as we have heard, four mother tongues),
the Dutch, was the least indispensable, but even that
was of very real service to him in the early years
of his residence at Nagasaki in enabling him to make
the acquaintance of scholarly men who knew Dutch
and especially of physicians, who at that time had
mostly received their medical instruction in the Dutch
language and many of whom were among the mecst
advanced men of the time. In his later service of
the Japanese Government a large part of his regular
work was the translation into Japanese of important
German, French and English books and for this work
the thorough linguistic training of the boy was the es-
sential equipment of the man.

The year of his birth, 1830, was signalized by the
construction of the first railway in Europe and marked
the beginning of a new era in mechanical engineering. A
few years later, when the time came for deciding upon
a future profession for the boy Guido, a family coun-
cil was called and and it was unanimously agreed that
engineering was the “ coming profession” and the one
for which he should be trained.

Soon after completing his studies, in 1852, he came
to America, where he worked at his profession for
three years at Green Bay, Wisconsin, and one year in
Arkansas. He was not however well satisfied, and
feeling a call to preach the Gospel, he entered the
Theological Seminary at Auburn, N. Y., in 1856 and
graduated from that institution in 1859. It was at this
time that the Board of Foreign Missions of our Church
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was planning to establish a mission in Japan, having
been urged to do so, because it was thought that the
long continued relations of Japan with Holland would
have opened special  opportunitics for missionarics of
our Dutch Reformed Church. Dr. 5. R. Brown had
alrcady voluntcered te go and had been accepted, and
it was thought important that cne member of the mis-
sion should be a person whe had been born in Holland
and who was thoroughly familiar with the Dutch lan-
guage. As there was no such man then available in
our own seminary, inquiries were made clsewhere, and
Mr. Verbeck was found in the graduating class at

Auburn.  He at oncc accepted the invitation to be-
come a missionary of our Church to Japan. He was

at graduation ordained by the Presbytery of Cayuga
and on the following day transferred to the Classis of
Cayuga. He was thus, as he used to remark, ¢ for
one night a Presbyterian minister.”

In April, 1859, he was married to Miss Maria
Manion of Philadelphia, and on May yth they sect sail
from New York, arriving in Nagasaki on November
7th, just six months after their departure from New
York. Great changes have been made in facilities for
travel and in the condition of Japan itself since the day
when Dr. Verbeck first set foot in Nagasaki.

Then, as now, the first business of the new mission-
ary was the study of the language, but it was donc
under very different conditions. Telling of this in
1883, Dr. Verbeck said: “It is perhaps needless to
say that the study of the language was in those early
years a work very different from what it is now. It
was largely a labor of cxploration and discovery, un-
assisted by thc many guides and helps the student of
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to-day finds himsclf supplied with.”

Now also there is no difficulty in finding opportunitics
of doing some form of dircct missionary work. The
real difficulty is to keep the new missionary from doing
too much of it and thus interfering with his study of
the language. But in those days the missionarics
were regarded with suspicion and closcly watched, so
that at first their cfforts were mostly confined to lan-
guage study. In the History of Protestant Missions in
Japan prepared for the Osaka Conference held in 1883,
Dr. Verbeck quoted from a letter that he had written
to Rev. Henry Stout many years before, as follows :
“ We found the natives not at all accessible touching
religious matters.  When such  a subject was mooted
in the presence of a Japanese, his hand would, almost
involuntarily, be applicd to his throat to indicate the
extreme perilousness of such a topic. If on such an
occasion more than one happened to be present, the
natural shyness of these people became, if possible,
still more apparent ; for you will remember that there
was then little confidence between man and man, chief-
ly owing to the abominable system of sccret cspionage,
which we found in full swing, when we first arrived
and, indeed, for scveral years after. It was evident
that, before we could hope to do anything in our ap-
propriate work, two things had to be accomplished :
We had  to gain the general confidence of the people,

S
and we had to master the native tongue.  As to the first,
by the most knowing and suspicious we were regarded as

persons who had come to seduce themasses of the people
from their loyalty to the ©“ God-country "and corrupt their
morals generally. These gross misconceptions it was our
duty to endeavor to dispel fron: their minds by invari-
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able kindness and generosity, by showing them that we
had come to do them good only and on all occasions
of our intercourse with them, whether we met in friend-
ship, on business, on duty, or otherwise. A very
simple Christian duty, indeed. As to the other es-
sential prerequisite a to successful work, the acquisition
of the language, we were in many respects not favor-
ably situated and our progress was correspondingly
slow.”

In summing up the results of the labours of mission-
aries up to 1872, he wrote : “The Protestant missionaries,
as a body, had gained the confidence and respect of
the people. That the people’s minds had become
liberalized, that their prejudices had been removed, and
that their excessive timidity had given place to a de-
sire to associate with foreigners, were results to the
production of which many mnon-missionary factors had
co-operated. But this gaining of the people’s confi-
dence was a consequence, under the blessing of God,
of the patient labor, the Christian character and con-
duct, and teaching of the missionaries themselves.
This too was the case, to a large extent, with reference
to the measure of confidence and liberty which the
Government has in later years accorded to Protestant
missionaries in their labors among the people in town
and country.”

To this gaining the confidence of the people and es-
pecially of the Government, which he credited to the
faithful missionaries of that first period, he himself con-
tributed more than any other. We shall probably
never know how much the implicit confidence reposed in
him by all the officials who knew him had to do with
inspiring confidence in the religion which he never for-
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got to represent : but on the day of his funeral an in-
telligent Japanese Christian layman was heard to say,
“To that man alone we are indebted for the religious
liberty we enjoy to-day; ” and it is no secret that it
was through his influence that the persecution of the
Christians was stopped.

Even up till 1872, there was confessed hostility to
Christianity and the ‘“expulsion of the ‘outside bar-
barians’ was a favorite theme of ambitious patriots.”
Of this he wrote : “ It should be mentioned here that
these bitter feelings were chiefly among the higher and
official classes The common people in town and
country hardly ever showed this animosity. The mid-
dle and lower classes regarded Christianity with fear
rather than hatred. ”

In spite of the difficulties that surrounded him, Dr.
Verbeck soon after his arrival began to distribute copies
of the scriptures, Martin’s Evidences of Christianity and
other religious books in Chinese, as these could be
read by educated Japanese, and during his ten years’
stay in Nagasaki he disposed of large numbers of them.
An old doctor used to come, like Nicodemus at night,
to talk and to get books for friends in all parts of
the country. Once some priests from the Province of
Higo came to get books at a time when Dr. Verbeck
had none on hand. When they learned that four cases
of books were on the way from China, they contract-
ed to take the whole lot, and he was obliged to send
on a new order at once. Probably many of these
books were studied mainly for the purpose of opposing
Christianity, but, whatever the motives of the purchasers,
much seed was widely sown.

An old priest, also from Higo, came to him in
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those early days, saying that he was himself too old to
begin the study of Christianity, but asking that three

of his pupils might be taught. These young pricsts
kept up this study for about three years, reporting
what they learned to the old priest. The latter

used frequently to come to cxpress his thanks, and on
one occasion Dr. Verbeck said to him : “You have now
heard much about Christianity from your young men
and must be well informed about it You ought to
nake a decision as to whether or not to accept
The old man at once became restless and md it was
very hard for him to decide, as he had s ldmd so many
religions that he was confused as to their merits; but
that the young men woul” no doubt b(, 1b"* to come
to a decision. After this attempt at a personal appli-
cation he never came again.

About two years after Dr. Verbeck’s arrival in Naga-
saki, two young men came to him to study the Bible
in English, and this was the small beginning from which
arosc his important 1‘P1ations to the Japanese Govern-
ment in later  years. After these young men had been
studying with him about a year, they came onc day
in a state of great delight, bringing with them two
black sucking-pigs as a thank-offering f@r his tcaching.
They said that they had surpassed all compctitors in
an cxamination before the Governor and had received
the highest prizes.  The success of these youag men
led the official to scek for Dr. Verbeck’s services in
the English school about to bz opzned in \hoasa‘
At first hz declined, but, being strongly urged, hc
conscnted to their request, subject to the approval
of the Board of Foreign Missions.  This approval was
given, and for fourteen years he was in government

[V}
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service, and self-supporting, though retaining his
connection with the Board.

Through Murata, Wakasa no Kami, whose story as
the first Protestant Christian in South Japan is well
known, Dr. Verbeck became known at Saga, the capital
of the Province of Hizen, and was often visited by men
of that clan.

During the years immediately preceding the Resto-
ration Dr. Verbeck received numerous visits from clans-
men of Satsuma, Choshu, Tosa and other provinces,
as they were then continually travelling back and forth
via Nagasaki, engaged in discussing with one another
what was eventually realized in 1868.  Among these
visitors, most of whom had never before met a foreigner,
may be mentioned such men as Komatsu, the elder
and younger Saigo, Soyejima and many others, who
distinguished themselves in those critical times.

In 1866, the Daimyo of Hizen opened a school in
Nagasaki, and it was arranged that Dr. Verbeck should
teach in both this and the government school, going to
each on alternate days. Among the pupils of the
Hizen school were the present Prince Iwakura and his
brother. The overthrow of the Shogunatc and the
restoration of the Imperial power did not much disturb
the Nagasaki schools, as the transfer from one Govern-
ment to the other did not stop the classes for even a
day.

In March 1869, Dr. Verbeck removed to Tokyo and
was for four years connected with the Kaiseijo, from
which the present Imperial University has grown. He
was superintendent of all matters relating to teachers
and instruction in the foreign department of the school
and was the medium for all relations between the for-
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eign teachers and the Government. Besides the re-
sponsibility of keeping all this machinery moving satis-
factorily (no slight task, for there were a score of
foreign teachers, of four nationalities, most of them not
professional teachers but men picked up in the ports),
he was constantly called upon by Government officials,
from the Premier down, for advice and explanation
about all sorts of matters relating to foreign intercourse.
In fact, as Dr. Griffis wrote to me a few weeks after
Dr. Verbeck’s death, “ He stood to the new Govern-
ment in place of the great corps of advisers which they
afterwards assembled.”

To meet all these varied demands, he was obliged
to spend his evenings in hard reading and study. He
once told me that he was a poor penman, because during
his years of government service he was so busy read-
ing and orally giving out the results of his reading to
others that he had neither time nor occasion to write
much. Ot his reading habits his eldest son, Col.
William Verbeck, says: “ My father was an omnivo-
rous reader with the wonderful faculty of remembering
all he read. In referring to books read many years
before, he could turn to the exact page of which he was
in search, even associating the location on the page. He
was a great believer in association of ideas in mnemonics,
and. a careful system of marks on the margin assisted
him in both remembering and systematizing his
vast stock of general information.” In 1873 he ceased
his connection with the Kaiseijo and was engaged first
in the Dajokwan and afterwards in the Senate (Genroin)
and the Nobles’ School. The Dajokwan performed
most of the duties that are now divided among the
several Departments of State.  Both there and in the
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Senate his principal duties were those of a translator,
and it was then that the polyglot training of his boy-
hood was invaluable. ~ Among the most important of
these translations, made in connection with Messrs.
Mitsukuri, Kato, Hosokawa and others, are The Code
Napoleon, Buntschli’s Staatsrecht, forest laws, constitu-
tions of various European countries and Two Thousand
Legal Maxims with comments. Outside of his official
duties he had opportunities of sending to one and an-
other of the members of the Government brief memori-
als on education, religious liberty and other topics.
His advice and influence were also felt in several im-
portant matters undertaken by the Government during
these years. One of these memorials he himself con-
sidered to have been his most valuable service to the
Government. It was the one that brought about the
sending abroad in 1872 of the Embassy under Prince
Iwakura. That this embassy was almost entirely the
result of his memorial he was frequently assured by
Prince Iwakura himself, who, though at first he hesi-
tated, later came to consider it the most important
forward step that Japan had made. On the day after
Dr. Verbeck’s death the editor of the Jupan Muail
wrote :—* Curiously enough, on the very night before
he (Dr. Verbeck) died, the present Prime Minister and
Count Okuma, little thinking that the subject of
their convetsation had only a few hours longer to live,
reminded each other that in a memorial penned by
him at the time of the Restoration he recommended the
measure which probably contributed more than any
other to promote the spread of liberal ideas in Japan,
the despatch of publicists to Europe and America for
the purpose of studying the civilization on which Japan
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had so long turned her back.”

During all the time of his government service Dr.
Verbeck did direct missionary work as opportunity
offered, and during the latter part of this period he
was accustomed to preach at least once every Sunday
and frequently two or more times.  He therefore felt
that, as there were opzn doors for direct missionary
work and as the Government was so well supplied
with spzcialists that his services were no longer so im-
portant as before, it was his duty to devote himself
exclusively to the active work of a missionary. He
rejoined his mission as an active member in 1379.

At this time the translation of the New Testament
made by Drs. Hepburn, S. R. Brown, and Greene and
their Japanese co-workers was about completed, but
Dr. Verbeck was at once elected a member of the Re-
vising Committee, and thus he had a share in the revi-
sion of a large part of the New Testament, as he had
afterwards had in that of the whole of the Old Testa-
ment. All the work of translating the Old Testament
was done under the auspices of the Permanent Com-
mittee on Bible Translation. Besides revision of the
whole, Dr. Verbeck’s special work, in which he took
great delight, was the translation in connection with
Rev. Mr. Matsuyama of the Psalms. All this work,
though told almost in a sentence, represents the labor
of several years; but it was by no means all that he
did during those years. He considered Bible transla-
tion his chief work, but besides he gave much time to
the revision of matter for publication by the Tract
Society’s Committec and preached and lectured con-
stantly.

After the completion of the translation of the Bible,



he taught in the theological department of Meiji Gakuin
more or less continually for about ten years, but he
never enjoyed that work, and did it only when there
was no other to take the place. The work that he
most enjoyed and to which he rightly believed himself
to be best adapted was lecturing and preaching.  He
was most admirably fitted for this kind of service both
by his natural and acquired gifts as a speaker and his
wonderful mastery of the Japanese language. During
his later years he was in great demand both in Tokyo
and elsewhere. When in Tokyo, he preached at least
twice a week on an average and lectured almost as
frequently, and he was never without invitations from
various parts of the country, and from other missions
than his own, urging him to come for tours of several
weeks’ duration. This was the kind of work in which
he particularly delighted, and he was never happier than
when preaching two or three times a day, for day after
day, and tramping from one appointment to the next in
the intervals between services.

His ability in speaking Japanese has been told so
often that it is not necessary for me to speak of it, es-
pecially to this audience. As to his mastery of fine
distinctions of speech, I was much impressed in a call
that we made together on an old official friend about
a year before his death. The gentleman was not at
home and it was necessary to leave a short message.
I had often heard Dr. Verbeck in both discourse and
conversation, but I was never so much impressed with
the difference between his Japanese and that of the rest
of us as on that occasion. It was an ordinary message
that I could have easily delivered and I had no diffi-
culty in understanding and appreciating his delivery of
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it, but it would have been utterly impossible for me to
deliver it as he did. Several years ago a Japanese
then in America wrote to the New York Tribune,“ There
are only three foreign missionaries who can speak Japan-
ese well,” and of several persons whom I heard com-
ment on the statement all were agreed that-Dr. Verbeck
was one of the three, but none felt sure about either
of the other two.

That Dr. Verbeck’s services were appreciated by the
Japanese Government was shown by its honoring him
in 1877 with the Third Class Decoration of the Rising
Sun, and again in 1891 by its action in granting him
a special passport, which gave to him and his family
the right to ““ travel, sojourn and reside in any part of
the Empire in the same manner as subjects of the same.”
Again at his death, though many years had passed since
he had been connected with the Government service, a
company of soldiers was sent to escort his body to the
grave, many officials, and His Majesty, the Emperor ex-
pressed his sympathy by a gift of five hundred yen.

But I must not close without a few words about this
dear brother himself, apart from his public relations.
Of his surpassing ability and the perfect trustworthiness
which won for him the complete confidence of all with
whom he had to do, though many of them were by
nature and training suspicious men, the evidence has
already been given; but a man might be possessed of
all this and yet fall far short of the modest, loving and
genial friend whom so many of us knew and loved.
Though many were led to desire his acquaintance be-
cause of his fame, I am sure. that all who knew
him even fairly well thought of him less as the distin-
guished educator and missionary than as the kind-
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hearted, friendly man. To all who knew him well, /e
was greater than his fame.

He was an exceedingly szodest man, and his modesty
was shown not by self-depreciation, for in that he never
indulged, but an entire lack of reference to himself
whenever such reference could properly be avoided.
He knew that his work was well and faithfully done
and never pretended that it was not, but he felt con-
cerning it that he had done ‘ only that which it was
his duty to do.” We could wish that he had said and
written more of himself and his work, but, as he once
wrote to Dr. Cobb, when giving an account of one of
his long evangelistic tours, he “wouldrather #a/ke history
than write it;” and we thank God for the important
history that this servant was permittad to make.

One day in 1874 I was in the principal foreign book-
store in Yokohama, when Dr. Verbeck came in to
make a purchase. For some reason, perhaps because
he did not see clearly, he turned to a young man
beside him and holding out a piece of Japanese paper
money asked how much it was. The young man
told him, and then, in the fullness of knowledge
obtained during a week or ten days of sightseeing
and shopping, proceeded to give other information,
to which Dr. Verbeck listened with apparently the
greatest interest. A few minutes later the bookseller
and I thoroughly enjoyed the surprise of the young man,
when he learned the name of the friendly gentleman to
whom he had been so glibly giving information about
Japan.

He was a generous man, both in his gifts and in his
attitude towards the feelings and opinions of others.
Where important truth or a principle was at stake, he
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was immovable, but where there was room for difference
of opinion, he was ever ready to yield to the voice of

the majority. Of his giving we know little except
that he was a generous giver, for he never told his left
hand of the doings of the right. I have known of

his gifts from those who received them, and once I
caught him so nearly in the act that he could not con-

ceal it. I called at his house and found him at the
door talking with a young foreigner who was out of
employment and unable to get any. It was a cold

day and the young man had on only a single coat.
I passed on into the house and a few minutes later Dr.
Verbeck came in coatless and explained his condition
by saying that he had taken advantage of the chance to
“get rid of an old coat, as the man was too thinly clad.”

He was a /Joving man. All his friends knew that,
but it was his family who fully knew the depths of his
loving heart. We were near neighbors during part of
the time when his “children were about him”’, and I was
impressed by the affectionate family life of that home.
And yet that loving father, to whom his family meant
more than to many men, willingly kept at the post of
duty for more than ten years, though separated from
all his family except his eldest daughter. Yet no one
ever heard a murmur, though he was always pleased
to tell of his absent ones, who were ever in his thoughts,
as he was interested to hear of ours.

I can best give a picture of their pleasant family life
in words of his son, Col. Verbeck, which were written
to me a few weeks after the death of his father.  He
wrote : — “Those were happy days to me. My dear
father made my childhood and boyhood days more
bhappy and beautiful to remember than it is the lot of

I6

121



many people to have. Te was father, big brother and

chum to us all. Shut off from the amusements and
companionships of children in this country, our father
was more to us than can be imagined. He was an

ideal playmate.  Athletic as he was, he could outrun
and outjump us. He was a beautiful story teller, and
he was charged with Dutch fairy tales and German
Black Forest robber stories. As you undoubtedly re-
member, he had a beautiful baritone voice. He had such
a sympathetic voice that we could not easily forget his
songs. I even remember the lullabies that he sang to us
in Nagasaki. He played chess and checkers with us and
did everything to amuse and interest us, and in his play
we always learned something. He had a great passion
for scientific toys and always kept us loaded down with
them. With him as our playmate our playtime was
school, and our schooling under his tutelage was a liber-
al education. Knowing these things as you do, you
can appreciate what we have lost in losing such a father.”

The reference to robber stories recalls what Dr.
Verbeck said to me one day a few months before his
death, as we were passing the old building of the First
National Bankin Tokyo. As some ofyou will remem-
ber, it was one of the oldest foreign style buildings in
Tokyo and it had a tower on the roof and several peaks
which madz it a great contrast to any other building
in the city. He said, “The children and I used to call
that “ The Robbars’ Castle,” and it was one of their
favorite rides to come.this way that they might see it.”

He was a gen'a/ man.  Though his busy life left
little tim= for social matters, he was always fond of
meeting his friends and enjoying their society.  Those
who thus met him were astonished at the wide range
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of his gifts.Not only could he converse freely with most
of them in the tongue “ wherein they were born,” but
he was a musician of much excellence and was always
ready, when called upon, to give pleasure by render-
ing a piece of music or singing a song. He had a
strong sense of humor, and though he was neither a
joker nor a punster, he had a keen appreciation of
the odd and the ridiculous, and ability to relate his
experiences and impressions with a rare flavor that made
him a most delightful companion. Of his spiritual life
and experience he did not talk much, but there was no
difficulty in learning from his direct and simple prayers
and from his daily life that the Spirit who led him
was a very real and constant presence.

As to the manner of his departure, we can only
feel thankful that he was taken “in the harness”, without
any failing powers or mental weakness to cast even the
faintest shadow across the memory of the great life
which he gave unreservedly to Japan. His oldest
colleague, Rev. J. H. Ballagh, wrote of him, ‘“ His death
was as simple and beautiful as his life. ” In a letter
that I received from Dr. Cobb, the Secretary of our
Board of IForeign Missions, are these words : “The more
I think of it, the greater the loss appears. Yet we
could not expect to keep him always, and such a de-
parture is ever so much better than protracted feeble-
ness or suffering. It is the nearest to ‘translation’
that this pcor world knows.” As I read these words,
immediately the words of Scripture concerning that first
“ translation ”’ came into my mind, and I felt that they
were most fitting to be said of dear Dr. Verbeck :

“ He walked with God: and he was not; for God
took him.”
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Rev. S. R. Brown, D. D.
By Rev. T. C. Winn,

Dr. Schneder, in inviting me to write this paper,
said: “Years ago you wrote a sketch of Dr. Brown
for The Japan Evangelist, when I was editor. Now
let me ask you for a similar service once more.” H's
words recall the fact that I wrote such an article, but
very little of what I wrote remains with me now, so
that if I should repeat some things that were in that
article, I hope I shall be pardoned. In the way of
craving your indulgence, I would like to make another
statement, viz., Dr. Brown was a very dear uncle
to me and therefore the personal element is very apt
to appear in what follows.* But I am sure those
who knew Dr. Brown will overlook this. And I
ask for the same forbearance on the part of all.

In the spring of 1858, my father moved from the
state of Georgia to Illinois. As a boy of nearly seven
years old, some incidents connected with that event
remained in my memory. The next important thing
that I remember was, that my mother went from our
Illinois home to New York to say good-bye to her
only brother who was starting to Japan, he having
been the first Protestant missionary to receive appoint-
ment to Japan. That missionary was the subject of
this sketch. On my mother’s return, she brought

#1 feel that this fact in a way unfils me for writing this paper.
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back with her, her mother, Mrs. Phoebe Hinsdale
Brown, the author of the hymn, “I love to steal a-
while away,” and other hymns of almost equal merit
but not so well known. Mrs. Brown thereafter
lived at the house next to ours, the home of Dr.
Brown’s youngest sister, until her death.

She was a woman with a heart of love and prayer
for the world, long before she could do anything for
the unevangelized nations. Buat when her son was
thirteen days old, news reached her of the organization
of the ““American Board.” Here was a way God had
opened for the church to perform what she had been
praying for! In her joy that there would hereafter
be a way by which to send the Gospel to the heathen
nations, she took her babe into her arms and dedicated
him to God for preaching the Gospel as a foreign mis-
sionary. I think he did not dream of that act of ded-
ication by this mother, till he had reached manhood.
But I remember his words about himself to this effect:
“From as early a time as I can remember, my feeling
was that if would be my duty to get a college educa-
tion and spend my life as a minister of the Gospel in
some far away land. I never had -any other desire
or purpose for myself.”

When it was my privilege to meet him for the
first time, he had returned from Japan on furlough in
1867. He talked with me about my future. When
he heard expressions of doubt from me as to what I
ought to do, he spoke of his own youth as having
never been clouded by any thoughts of that kind. He
seems to have walked in the clear light of conviction
and choice about the matter, all his life long.  There
was nothing that so thrilled him with joy to the end
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of his days, as to know that he was a servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ, commissioned to preach the ever-
lasting Gospel. As for his support, he seemed not
to know what it was to be anxious about that. He
was sure that would be provided by Him whose com-
mand he was following. Obedience to Christ’s words,
“Follow thou me. What is that to thee?” express
his habit of mind concerning the surrender of himself
to God. He loved his work with peculiar fervor
which every one felt who came into contact with him
though only for a short time. It was not an osten-
tatious show of zeal, but a natural self-evidencing
devotion that burned in his heart.

He was the son of a poor carpenter who could
not render him any aid in securing a higher education.
Indeed the father begrudged the loss of the son’s labor
as aid to the support of the family. You will get
an insight into the financial struggles of the young
man Brown when you hear that he got to New Haven
with a few cents in his pocket at the time when he
applied for entrance into the Freshman class of Yale
College. How he expected to pay his way through
college is not clear, but what he did was almost lit-
terally to sing his way through college. He was
an excellent musician and a fine singer, as were also
his two sisters. By teaching singing and occupying
a place in the village choir, besides performing other
minor services, he completed his studies at Yale with
quite a sum of money in his possession. Even till
he was an old man his voice retained its musical qual-
ities and he delighted friends with his songs in his
own house and at social gatherings.

His eye-sight was very poor from earliest child-
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hood. For a long time, it was not known what
was the trouble with his eyes. Oculists did not
abound as to-day. But one day just in play, he put
on his grandfather’s spectacles. When, lo! he
who had never before seen anything distinctly, now
saw plainly and without painful effort. He danced
with delight at the discovery he had made. From
that time onward he wore glasses and could read and
study almost as unhindered as other -children. I
think he wore lenses of the same magnifying power,
from first to last. His eyes were like those of an
old man from his birth. But he made good use of
those eyes! His many pupils in three lands will
bear me out in saying that it was a delight to receive
their approval, but not a pleasant experience to incur
their reproof!

The boy S. R. Brown grew up in New England,
and fitted for college at the Monson, Mass. academy.
Before graduation from college he had accepted a posi-
tion as teacher in the “Institute for Deaf and Dumb,”
in New York city. Here he spent three years, while
he sent most of his earnings home to his parents.
I think I am not mistaken in saying, that soon after
graduation he was at home wearing the carpenter’s
garb and working for a time beside his father. With
his own hands he painted his father’s house and by
other work earned the gratitude of his parents. His
work in the deaf and dumb institute gave him a life
and animation in his preaching possessed by few men.
His face and gestures might almost be called the
preaching of his sermon in the sign language, which
effectually added to his spoken words. His heart
was tender and sympathetic with either the joy or
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sadness of others. When a boy in my teens, he
begged my father to spare him one of his sons for a
year or two. I was sent to live in the Brown fam-
ily and to pay for my board by doing the chores.
At that time he was back in the pulpit which he had
resigned in order to go to Japan. The work of that
pastorate took him along both sides of “Dwasco Lake
in New York. He preached Sabbath mornings in the
church built through his influence years before and de-
signed by himself. In the afternoons he went to
meetings in the school houses, miles away. In those
meetings more distinctly than at those in the church,
memory recalls his impassioned appeals to his audiences,
as with tears streaming down his cheeks he exhorted
or warned the people. At times, the sadness of the
judgment day was seen in his face, and again the
reflection of the glory of being with the Lord!

Dr. Brown’s life was what can in truth he called
that of a missionary - that was the spirit which dom-
inated his life, but as a foreign missionary it was divid-
ed between China and Japan. When he was a young
man, Japan was not thought of as a possible field, for
it was in isolation from the world. One or two ports
were open in China, and to that land he turned as the
place where God would use him in the work which he
was to do.

But when he asked for appointment, the American
Board could not send him. With other applicants
he had to wait till better times financially should come
to the Board. While waiting for that time, an un-
expected way was opened for going to China.

A few noble minded Christian merchants organized
“The Morrison Education Society” in honor of Dr.
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Morrison who died in 1834. This society’s repre-
sentatives in the U. S. offered the position of teacher
under that Society, to M:. Brown. In that way he
got to his desired work. In Macao and later in
Hong Kong, he gave himself with indefatigable zcal
to the study of the Chinese language along with the
teaching of the Chinese pupils committed to his-care.
He must have acquired a good working knowledge of
the language both written and spoken. He told the
writer of this sketch that he had not been obliged to
learn the Chinese characters after coming to Japan,
his study of them in China made that unnecessary.
And his biographer says that he was a notable preacher
in the Chinese language, having a full house at least

once a month to hear him. This, in addition to his
othér varied activities. But in the work for which
the Morrison Society was founded he was preeminently
successful. Teaching was an art with him, and an
occupation of which he was very fond. He was
philosophic and wise in his methods. Young people
were always attracted to him. In teaching them he
saw the greatest possibilities of accomplishing good
for them and their country. He never neglected the

cultivation of the heart along with that of the intellect.
Let me give you a portrait of this pioneer, Christian
cducator, drawn by one of his pupils. “In the schoo!
room Dr. Brown was at home. He had tact, pa-
tience and kindly ways. He easily won the confidence
of his scholars, by coming down to their level. There
was none of that austerity and sham loftiness which
characterize some school teachers, who wish to hide
their shallowness and lack of pedagogic resources by
keeping their pupils off at a distance. He was one
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of those rare men who mold ard shape the men whom
they have trained. The men who had the privilege
of the Doctor’s training hayve all turned out well, and
have done work in afier life creditable to any teacher.
The Doctor took pride in them; while they cherish his
memory and that of Mrs. Brown, the companion of his
toil, with the deepest gratitude and reverence.”

The school of the Morrison Society was moving
forward to a position of success and an assured future,
when the health of Mrs. Brown failed so utterly that
nothing but a return to the U. S. was deemed pos-
sible. After eight years of life in China, following
what seemed to him a most mysterious Providence,
Mr. Brown was obliged to abandon his plans and re-
linguish his long cherished hope.

Like other men, when called to form entirely new
plans for life, he was led into a field which seemed
circumscribed. But in his case it proved to be a
wider one than most men are able to fill. Time
permits me to speak of only one field he occupied
while at home after his return from China. He had
a prosperous private school at the foot of Owasco
Lake, near the church of which he was the pastor.
The salary promised him “to relieve him of worldly
cares and anxieties”’ was so scant, that his service to
that church was almost a gift. His reference to his
salary was always a good natured regret that the
people could soothe their consciences with the thought
that they were doing their duty in that matter! And
yet he erred in being too lenient with them. He
received whatever they gave without any effort to stir
them up to better things. In accord with what I have
already said on the subject was the remark by one
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who knew him well: “He never had anxious thoughts
about these things and yet he never was without a
more generous supply of them than the majority of
ministers.” And it all came to him as the more or
less direct result of his own varied labors. For it has
also been truly said of this missionary, that he could
do anything that he attempted.

He was architect for the first English Church

building in Yokohama. He was among the first to
use the camera in Japan, and taught its use to the first
Japanese photographer. On his first return from

Japan, he had many interesting photographs of the
people and scenery to show and thus inform people
about this country. For that purpose those photo-
graphs were very useful at home, and I well remember
the service some of them rendered in my father’s house
long after Dr. Brown had resumed his labors in Japan.

He was diligent in laying hold upon a knowledge
of the language and the modes of thought of the people,
as well as in making acquaintances among them.

His house was ever, a retrcat for Europeans, and
his voice was heard from the first, preaching to them
on the Sabbath. The sailors of all nations found in
him a friend and he tried to care for their spiritual
good.

Both in China and Japan he was a constant con-
tributor to publications best adapted to give information
to the world at large about these unknown Oriental
lands.

He began in very carly days in Japan to teach
English to young men. But I don’t know that he
bgan this earlier than his associates did. The first
pupils that came to him were for the most part Gov-
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ernment officers. He was far-sighted enough to sce
the value which such teaching would be to young mcn
whose country was just opening to friendly and com-
mercial relations with the world. His experience in
China gave him a knowledge on this subject beyond
that which is common. For some of his ‘ Chinese
boys” were then on the way to become famous men
through their English education. And through the
moral training which they received along with the ac-
quirement of English they were great benefactors to
their own people. To mention one and pzrhaps the
greatest man among them: in 1872, I met in Hart-
ford, Conn., the Hon. Yung Wing, who was at that
time a high official, connected with the educational
Commission from China. In fact that whole plan of
inducing the Chinese Government to send young men
to America’s best institutions for training was born in
Yung Wing’s mind. Its accomplishment was due to
his persistent representations to his Government on the
subject; in the face of many and grave difficultics.
Through false reports made against the originator of the
plan, it was abandoned before time enough had been
given to realize its good results. Yung Wing, I
think, still lives a highly respected and eminent Christ-
ian gentleman, laboring in his quiet unseen ways for
the uplifting of his native land. He it was who as
secretary of the Chinese Legation at Washington enter-
tained Dr. and Mrs. Brown after they had finally re-

turned from Japan, in 1879. Here it was that the
pictures of Dr. and Mrs. Brown were taken which are
most frequently seen now. They are excellent like-
nesses.

The results of Dr. Brown’s teaching young men
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in Japan are greater by far than those known in China.
The times were more propitious than when he was in
China. He spent a greater number of years in -Japan
than in China, and he was leaving his impress upon a
nation more willing to receive, and make use of know-
ledge acquired. In the memorial number of the
“Japan Evangelist” already referred to, a writer stated
that “Dr. Brown’s pupils are prominent as heads of
colleges, professors, editors and pastors in the building
of the Christian Japan that is coming and is now.
The list of other pupils active in law, medicine, journ-
alism, diplomacy and business is too large to trans-
cribe here.”

Dr. Brown was one of the founders of the Asiatic
Society of Japan and its first vice president. He
often presided at its meetings and is said ‘“to have
added”’, at times, “much to the papers read, out of a
fund of information that he had on the subjects dis-
cussed.”

How could one man accomplish all that this mis-
sionary did? These things are evidence of another
characteristic and power of the man. He had the
faculty of turning oftf work rapidly as well as unweary-
ing persistence in what he undertook.  As frequently
as otherwise, he forgot meal time and bed time in his
absorption in his work.

The translation of the scriptures appealed to him
as it did to others of the first comers to Japan, as an
undertaking to be begun as soon as possible. He
was giving time and effort to the accomplishment of
this great purpose before he had been on the field

very long. At just what date his first attempts in
this direction were made is not certain. But his
28



house was burned down in 1867. It has been des-
cribed as a pathetic scene to witness that gray haired
missionary venturing through the smoke of the burning
building, in his efforts to save his precious manuscripts
which contained the results of his labors in scripture
translation. Most or all of them were destroyed.
All the other loss and inconvenience caused by that
fire were of little consequence compared with the loss
of his manuscripts. =~ When the Permanent Committee
on Translation was organized, he became chairman and
continued to be as long as he remained in Japan.
When the permanent Committee on Translation was
founded he became chairman and so continued.

It is as a gray haired man that he has just been
spoken of. He was gray haired when he came to
Japan, being in the fiftieth year of his age. Few
men think themselves equal to the undertaking of
opening a new mission and attempting the study of
a new language, at the age when he did. And yet
so varied and assiduous were his labors, while he al-
ways seemed a veritable man of God, that his life be-
tween fifty and seventy years, was a marvel of useful-
ness, and an example worthy of emulation by all
younger men.

The life of a foreign missionary when Dr. Brown
entered it, was not what it is now in most cases.
Modern missions had not been given a very thorough
trial. The present great missionary fields, with little
exception, were sealed against the introduction of
Christianity. The progress of the praying people in
these days were freighted with petitions to God for
the opening of the nations which had long been in
ignorance of Him, the True God. All the power of
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Government combined with the superstition and hostility
of heathenism, to prevent those from entering, who
would teach anything subversive of these national relig-

ions. International LLaw was not sufficiently devel-
oped to furnish protection to the lives of foregin mis-
sionaries. ~ Communication between the nations was
very irregular and infrequent. To be a foreign mis-
sionary meant isclation from all that was dearest, it
meant danger, suffering and often martyrdom. No-

thing was too terrible to be anticipated as possible.
But Dr. Brown could say with Paul: “I hold not my
life of any account as dear unto myself so that I may
accomplish my course and the ministry which I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace
of God,” unto men whose hearts were darkened by
false religions.

Through all his life of unremitting service and of
varied experiences, Dr. Brown was known for his hap-
py disposition and cheerfulness of temperament. He
was a charming companion for young or old. He
knew how to associate with the high or lowly. Any
true person found in him a friend. He was gene-
rous with his aid to the needy. In the communities
where he lived in the Orient, he was esteemed as onec
of the best and greatest of their residents. He was
recognized as one who honored and graced society by
his life and nobility of character. Surely . it is not a
little thing for one to be able as a Christian to gain
and hold such a position and thereby to exert an in-
fluence for good.

Honors, some that were very great, were bestowed
upon him.  Others would have been his, had he not
through his modesty of spirit, avoided them. He was
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associated at different times with men of recognized
eminence. They were ever ready to acknowledge
the worth of Dr. Brown and give him a place among
themselves.

His life in cosmopolitan communities may have
had something to do with it, but whether that is true
or not, Dr. Brown was known for his catholic spirit
and love. He was a bold mover in the direction of
the union of Protestant denominations in Japan. He
did what he could to secure that desirable result.
Had it not been for his outspoken belief in it, and his
efforts to secure one church of Christ in Japan, free
from denominational divisions, we would probably not
now know the degree of union which exists here. We
might not be sitting together in this council of mis-
sionaries. On the other hand, had these views prevailed,
“The Church of Christ in Japan” would include all
Protestants of the Empire. Since I have had an
opinion on the subject it has always seemed such a
pity that that could not have been the idea with which
to begin our work, instead of as now, the ideal toward
which to work, with the hope that it may some time
be attained!

It was one of the privileges of my life that I was
permitted to know this servant of the Master, and to
feel that I had his love. I have told you how one
of my earliest recollections was connected with his first
starting to Japan, and of my spending a short time
in his family when he was at home on furlough. Of
course his letters came to our house more or less fre-
quently during my boyhocd and youth. Probably
I shall never know how much influence these things
had in turning me to Japan. During the nearly thirty -
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two years of our residence in Japan, the memory of Dr.
Brown has been with me as an inspiration and also an
evidence of how really great a man he was. He was
a rare, good man. All who knew him will join me.
in this verdict. He was a man of piety: a man of
lofty hope concerning the triumph of God’s cause: a
man loyal to the Master: a man who tried to live so
that Christ would be glorified in his life, and who
succeeded better than the majority of us do.

* Because of increasing infirmity, at the age of
sixty-nine years and two months, this servant of Christ
regretfully turned his face once more toward the Unit-
cd States. He well understood that it was his fare-
well to the land and pcople for whom he would gladly
have given another life, had it been possible for him.
As fervid in spirit and young at heart as always, hz
reluctantly acknowledged that his labors for Japan were
ended, and sought the loved ones at home. It was
their cherished hope that he might long abide with
them to be a benediction to them. He had been in
the home land for a few months renewing friendships
and visiting places that were dear to him. During
this time there was a longing to see one place above
all others: the home of his youth, the place where his
parents and oldest sister were buried. = That was the
most sacred spot on earth to him. Drawn irresistibly
there, he went to thz town of Monson, Mass. in the
month of June, 1880. Two days before he had cele-

brated his seventieth birthday. He spent onz day
in visiting as many friends as he could, and going, of
course, to the cemetery. That night after retiring,

* These closing sentences were added at the suggestion of a friend, after
1eading the paper at Karuizawa.— T. C. W.
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so easily and suddenly did he make the exchange of
earth for heaven, that Mrs. Brown was aware of no-
thing more than that her husband had breathed heavily
once or twice.

A devoted niece said of this good man’s departure,
that it, more beautifully than any other death she had
even known, illustrated the words; “He giveth his
beloved sleep.” It seemed true of him that he had
passed away as gently as the sun sinks at the close of
day. And it is certain that the day which his death
ended was one of unusual loneliness and charm.
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J. C. Hepburn, M. D., LL.D.

By Rev. D. Tuompson, D. D.

In what I am about to narrate regarding the life, work,
and character of Dr. James Curtis Hepburn, I intend
to confine myself mainly to the period between the
year 1863 and the first years of Meiji, 1867-9. I
do this because it was during this time that I was
most intimately associated with him. However, it
will be necessary first to glance at his life from his
birth till the beginning of the pezriod above indicated,
and also at what he was enabled to do in Japan after
the dawn of the Meiji era till ‘his departure from this
country in 1892.

Dr. Hepburn was born March 13th, 1815, at Milton,
Pa. His parents were educated people, honored and
trusted by those wlio knew them; his father being a
lawyer of eminence and a judge, and his mother a
leading woman, esteemed by her associates for her
early earnest missionary zeal. When not yet eighteen
years of age, James Curtis graduated at Princeton in
1832, and afterwards took a course in medicine, gradu-
ating from the University of Pennsylvania in 1836.

In 1840 he married Miss Clara M. Leete, a young
woman who traced her lineage back to Governor Lecte
of Connecticut, who, it is related, gave countenance and
shelter to the escaped regicides in the days of Charles
II. Shortly before the marriage of Dr. and Mrs.
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Hepburn, the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
in 1839, resolved to establish a mission in Siam. It
was formed at first with reference to-the Chinese rather
than to the Siamese. The door into China was not
opened,; and Missionary Societies adopted the policy of
supporting stations among the large numbers of Chinese
cmigrants who were found in the neighboring countries,
and in cities like Batavia, Bangkok, and Singapore. In
July, 1841, Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn reached Singapore
under appointment of the Presbyterian Board to the
mission in Siam, but with permission to join a Chinese
mission later.  After some two years spent under the
Equator, in Oct. 1843, they removed from Singapore to
Kulangsu, a small island near the city of Amoy, after
spending a few months at Macao.  During the three
years which they spent in China, or on the coasts,
their associates were such well known names as Dr.
McCartee, David Abeel of the Reformed church, the
two brothers Stronach of the London Mssion, young
Walter Lourie who lost his life by falling into the hands
of Chinese pirates, and others well worthy of honor-
able mention. In 1846, on account of Mrs. Hepburn’s
health, they were obliged to return to New York, where,
as in China, they met the family trials of sickness and loss
of children. For fourteen years, till 1858, Dr. Hepburn
practiced medicine successfully in N. Y. city. At the
end of that time the Presbyterian Board again selected
him and his companion to begin contemplated mission
work in Japan, then recently opened to the commerce
of the world. Being thus called, they promptly res-
ponded, leaving New York April- 25th, 1859, and, aiter
a voyage of 145 days, they arrived and landed at
Kanagawa, Oct. 18th, the same year. In this newly
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opened port they secured as a residence a temple called
Jobutsuji. This they repaired and made their home
for some two or more years. Here Dr. Hepburn began
his medical missionary work, opening a kind of dis-
pensary which was soon closed by order of the govern-

ment of the day. At last the foreign residents of
Kanagawa were directed by the rulers to remove across
the bay to Yokohama, Here, when the town

lots were laid off and distributed, Dr. Hepburn secured
lot No.39. On this, he erected for himself a substantial
frame house, a half bungalow which still stands amid
the changes that have since taken place. In this house,
when new, the writer first met Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn
in May, 1863, now more than forty-six years ago.
Both were then in what seemed the prime of life,
something under fifty years of age, and both remark-
ably vigorous and active, erect without effort, and al-
ways neatly dressed and of easy manners. The interior
of their new house also was and continued to be corres-
pondingly neat and neatly adorned. In this -their
home, different from what I had expected, I lived
with them as their guest for abouta year, my first year
in Japan, and had every opportunity for observing their
habitual daily life. I continued quite intimate with
them in Yokohama for several years after finding my
own home elsewhere.

From this point I will endeavor to describe, as well
as I can, the daily life of Dr. Hepburn for the next six
or seven years, till Meiji was ushered in. If this is done,
it will suffice to show how he continued his effective work
till his work in Japan was finished. To do this, how-
ever, I should describe him in his environment, amid
his friends and associates of that day. Yokohama
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was then beginning to'grow; in fact had already grown
to be a busy place, almost a city, but not like the com-
pact and populous city of to-day. By request of the
residents, Dr. Hepburn laid out the streets of the foreign
town, but before this was done, many building lots had
been purchased and houses erected by the citizens.
These had to be taken into consideration, and all this
accounts for the streets being in places narrow, crooked
and irregular. At that time, there were no foreign, or
even Japanese houses on the Bluff. The Japanese parts
of the city, Honcho-dori, Benten-dori, and the rest,
were as they are to-day, but not so wealthy-looking
and substantial. There was no park, but only what
was called “the swamp’ in its place. Many of the
houses first built in the foreign part of the city were
bungalows which have since given place, many of them,
to large and tall buildings two, three, or more stories high,
and standing close together.  Around the whole was
the canal, and at convenient spots where roads came
in, or at bridges, were guard houses where the Toku-
gawa samurai dressed in correct hakama and armed
with two swords sat in a row and watched travelers
coming in or going out. Such, in brief outline, was
old ‘Yokohama, continuously seen with a regiment of
English soldiers encamped on the Bluff, and often visited
by companies and sailors from men-of-war in the harbor.
Life in this growing, busy place was then something
peculiar and sometimes very interesting and exciting,
mainly on account of the frequent assassinations, and
consequent large funerals, and occasional executions
when the criminal happened to bc apprehended. In a
time of revolution, amid such stirring- scenes, Dr. Hep-
burn quietly and uninterruptedly prosecuted his work.
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His home, however, was not without a peculiar interest
of its own. He and Mrs. Hepburn were always on
intimate terms with their associates among thez early
missionaries, and also with many of the leading officials
and business men of Yokohama. Besides, in those
days before the age of the railroads, great hotels, and
tourists, many visitors from China and elsewhere periodi-
cally arrived in Japan in pursuit of health or business.
Many of these were welcomed by Dr.and Mrs. Hepburn
as their guests in their hospitable home. Among
others I may mention Admiral Bell who was drowned
at Osaka while doing what he deemed his duty. Also
Capt. Watson of the U. S. Navy, General Burgavine,
companion of Gen. Ward in China, Mrs. Boone, wife
of Bishop Boone of Shanghai, and others, all interesting
characters. In such surroundings and with such com-
panionship, Dr. Hepburn, day after day, steadily carried
on his work. At the side of his house on the same
lot, No. 39, he built a good-sized dispensary. The
front room had seats for a hundred or more patients.
The back room contained shelves for medicine and
Chinese Bibles and tracts, with a table and a few chairs
for the patients, who were called in one by one from
the front room for treatment. At first, for a long time,
the front room was quite full of waiting patients from
an early hour every morning, except Sunday. On
week-days, after an early breakfast and prayers at
home, Dr. Hepburn would go out and take his place in
the back room, and one of his many medical students,
or assistants, would promptly introduce the patients into
this back or operating room, where they were promptly
treated and sent away with a bottle of medicine, perhaps,
and sometimes with a tract or portion of Scripture.
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So great was the number from far and near seeking
medical aid that only three or four minutes’ attention
to the gravest cases could be given in order to finish
in the forenoon. This practice of medicine for the
benefit of the Japanese he continued some fifteen years,
but discontinued it when he found the supply of quali-
fied Japanese physicians adequate to meet the demand.
He never practiced much among foreigners, being con-
siderate of the claims of foreign practitioners.

In the afternoon, he resumed . his work of compiling
the first considerable Japanese dictionary, or the work
of translating some portion of Scripture. This he
prosecuted diligently with a teacher till 4 or 5 P. M.
when he would take a walk over the Bluff, or enjoy
the society of his friends at home the rest of the day.
Such was his daily life at the time of which we speak,
and such, doubtless, it continued till his work in Japan
was finished. His quiet energy, his temperate life, his
regularity, promptness, punctuality, and industry enabled
him to accomplish the many tasks which he undertock
and carried through. Beside his medical work, he
had his share in the translation of the Old and New
Testaments from first to last, as also a large share in
preparing Romanized versions of portions of the New
Testament, and of the whole Bible.  He brought out
four editions of his dictionary of the Japanese language,
and saw his Bible Dictionary through the press, besides
publishing a number of useful tracts and leaflets. In
his daily life he was, as has been described above.
His religious life was equally even and uninterrupted.
He was active in establishing English religious services
in Yokohama, maintained for several years before the
present Union church was organized as it now is. On
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the Sabbath, he was regular in his attendance at church.
In his home, family worship was faithfully observed.
The weekly prayer meeting and the monthly concert
were often held at his house, and were frequently led
by him, reverently, devoutly, and to the edification of
those present.  He spoke with conviction rather than
with emphasis. At no time did he show great emotion,
or violence of manner, but was uniformly grave, calm,
serene, mild, and deeply earnest in the performance
cf all his religious duties. Beside his professional
labors, and the many fruits of his literary activity, there
are other enduring monuments to show his lifelong de-
votion to his work. There aré at the Meiji Gakuin in
Tokyo one dwelling house and Hepburn Hall to show
how unselfishly the preceeds of his publications were
expended. There is also Shiloh church in Yokohama,
one of the most expensive and substantial church edifices
in Japan, the ground for which was secured, and the
building erected through his instrumentality. All these
promise to stand long as monuments of his generosity
and activity, but his character as a man peculiarly fitted
for his work, promises to outlast them all and shine
brighter and brighter in the history to be written in
days to come.

Were I asked to designate his most striking character-
istic as a Christian, I would not hesitatc to mention his
meek, unfaltering faith. This enabled him to do what
he did, and live as he did, and as he now lives in his
o5th year, patiently and hopefully waiting, as he often
says, for the Saviour to come and call him to his home
on high. His Jubilee exhortation to the church in
Japan was lately cabled across the ocean in the well
known words of the apostle : “Therefore my beloved
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brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” May the whole
church heed this exhortation.
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Reminiscences

By REev. Jas. H. Barragu, D. D.

In being assigned ‘“ Reminiscences’’ as the subject
for a paper or address for the Karuizawa Council of
Missions at its annual meeting, 1909, I regretted it had
not been more distinctively specific, as it would have
helped fix attention upon some given subject. As it
was so general, I was left to make it almost entirely
personal, and possibly, that was its design. I had in
mind the Apostle to the Gentiles and his views of his
calling, and felt they expressed my own views or hopes
of my calling to be a missionary, and my estimate of
the honor and privilege of that work, and my unfitness
for its vast reponsibilities.

Two texts express these views: first, 1 Tim. i: 12,
“I thank Him that enabled me, even Christ Jesus our
Lord, for that he counted me faithful, appointing me
to his service,” and second, Eph. iii:8, “Unto me,
who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace
given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ.”  Here we have the Apostle’s views
of the greatness of the trust committed to him, and of
his own utter unfitness for its accomplishment, as well
as of the exalted source of his commission. All these
considerations I have felt applicable in a measure to
my own call to be a missionary, and I would fain be
the almoner of the inexhaustible riches of the Gospel
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of Christ to the people of the Empire of Japan.

My conversion, though far from approaching that
of the great Apostle to the Gentiles, was remarkable
for its solitariness or independence of human agency.
It occurred on a Sabbath afternoon while walking on'a
railroad track in the summer of 1849. I had been
led by the death of my employer’s little three year old
daughter, Libby Coe Ten Eyck, to sce the unsatisfact-
oriness of life, and though only seventeen years of age,
most sincerely longed to die. I did not know my
unpreparedness for death, for having been brought up in
a strict Presbyterian family, and without any outward
vices or violations of the moral law, that I knew of,
I did not know the necessity of the new birth for en-
trance into the Kingdom of Heaven. At this time,
I read in the columns of the Christian Intelligencer, an
account of a whole family converted by reading a little
book called, ‘“Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted.” I
queried what conversion could be. It was a term I
had not heard nor had it been borne in upon my mind.
At that very time on a visit to my home, six or eight
miles distant, I found the little book on my sister
Margaret’s table, and her name written therein as pre-
sented by a friend of the family, once a servant in my
grand-father’s family, then an earnest Christian carman
in New York City, Robin Armstrong by name. I
immediately took the book. On opening it, I found an
exposition of the eleventh verse of the thirty-third
chapter of Ezekiel : “Say unto them, As I live, saith
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his way ard
live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why
will ye die, O House of Israel?” This text, itself
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80 opposite to my state of mind and desire to die, came
as the unmistakable voice of God to me personally.
I no sooner read the preface and introduction than
God in great mercy opened my eyes to see my lost
and unregenerate state, and that had my wish been
granted I had already been ‘lifting up my eyes in
torment.” A sin committed several years before and
entirely forgotten, coming distinctly to mind, served as
a sheriff to bring me to justice, so that, like Paul, I
could say, “If the Law had not said ‘Thou shalt not
covet,” I had not known sin!”  Under the powe rful
conviction of the Spirit I knew not which way to turn
for help or relief. Being naturally very reticent of
my convictions and feelings there was no one to whom
I could go, in whom I could confide. At this time,
a text I had heard and stored in memory under pecu-
liar circumstances, sounded as a voice from Heaven in
my soul saying, “Come unto me all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” This
voice as though audible came with such force that I
asked, “Is this in the Bible?”” Recollection answered,
“Matthew xi:28.” I turned to the Gospel, and found
it there to my joy, and thereafter regarded it as the
Lord Jesus’ message directly to my soul. But the
adversary of souls was busy To come to Jesus was to
pray to Him, to call upon Him in prayer. = Was this
right, or was it lawful to pray to any other than to
God only? Was Jesus truly the son of God and was
it right to pray to Jesus? This was the greatest and
only theological difficulty I have ever had. How was
I to settle it? Pressed down by the heavy load of sin
unforgiven, invited by Christ to come to Him — what
was I to do? I first thought of all the witness the
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Father had given concerning His Son, at His birth,
His baptism, in His ministry, and in His raising Him
up from the dead and investing Him with power at
His own right hand in heaven. All this led me to
the conclusion that if Christ were not God, and it was
wrong to worship Him, I was not to blame for so do-
ing. God Himself would be to blame ; because He
had given such proofs of Christ’s divinity I was in duty
bound to believe therein, and would do so; so I began
earnestly to call on the name of the Lord Jesus. But
the promised rest was not given in a day, a week, or
a month. Three months went by, reading and pray-
ing, as I read * the little book ” through once and
again, especially the resolutions at its close —till the
Sunday afternoon before mentioned. Reading and
praying as I walked on the railroad track, I came to
a trestle bridge, thirty or forty feet high over which I
had to pass stepping from tie to tie, and the question
arose in my mind ‘“ Where would I be if I fell into
the ravine and stream below?” The answer came
with such convincing power that all the world could
not have convinced me to the contrary - “I would be
in hell!” I was so excited that I actually made a
misstep before reaching the bridge and stumbling, my
cap rolled down the bank. I hastily secured my cap
and heartily thanked God I myself had not fallen down.
I very cautiously crossed the bridge and again thanked
the Lord. The weight of sin lay so heavily on me,
and the promised deliverance had been so long delayed,
I felt it was, to use a favorite expression of Baxter’s,
“Now or never,” and I came to the deliberate con-
clusion that I would pray once more, and if Christ did
not save me now, there was no help for me, I would
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be lost forever. There was but a short distance to ga
to reach a cut crossed by a bridge on the main wagon
road, and which I would take, leaving the railroad
track at this point, to go on my way to Sufferns.
Beneath this bridge, therefore, with no eye upon me
but that of my Maker, I began to pray, how or what
I do not know, but I had not more than begun till I
felt the load of sin fall from my shoulders, and my
soul filled with joy, and I could proceed no further,
but cried out “I have found Him! I have found Him!
I have found Him!” - and so ended my prayer. After
a few moments passed I thought, “ Why, this is strange.
I wonder if it be not an infatuation, or a mistake; I
had better pray again . I did, a long prayer, re-
membering my brothers and sisters, eight, by name ;
my cousins, and other kindred, the first time I had
ever consciously done so, aud having concluded, said
to myself “ Why, this is strange, I never said anything
about myself ”. And then the thought occurred to
me ‘“ Oh, that is right, I am converted; I am now
relieved of my sins and have liberty to help others to
be forgiven and saved.”

My call to the missionary work was very similar,
and occurred not long after. I am happy in being
able to fix the date of this event, in reading an ac-
count of “Dr. John Scudder and his Descendants,” in
the June number of the Missionary Review of 1909.
In this account of seven sons who all became mission-
aries to India, is the date given of the death of his
son, Samuel, before completing his studies, while pre-
paring also for mission work. This occured, Nov.
16th, 1340. It was in reading the obituary notice
of the death of Samuel Scudder, reported in the Christ-
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ian Intelligencer, that I received my first personal call
to be a missionary. The obituary notice “written, as
I somehow think, by Dr. Mancius H. Hutton, father
of the present Dr. Mancius H. Hutton, President of the
Board of Missions of the Reformed Church in America,
asked in .its conclusion: “ Upon whom shall his mantle
fall?””  And my heart replied, with hardly a thought
of all that it implied, “ Upon me, Lord, upon me.” I
was interested in missions from my earliest years, read-
ing in the Christian Instructor accounts of Dr. Gutzlaff’s
mission to China, and I assume both myself and my
younger brother, John, were devoted to this cause by
our mother from our birth, though never so informed
by her. I infer this from a remark she once made
of a-Hindoo preacher referring to an early missionary
named Jane Hotchkiss, a girl friend of my mother’s, and
who urged her to accompany her to India. To whom
Mother replied, “ No, I will marry, and raise up mis-
sionaries.”’ Her prophecy became true to the extent
that four of her children were here in Japan at one
time, and all together have exceeded a century of for-
eign mission work. Also, I had been a shareholder
in the first Morning Star missionary ship, and a month-
ly contributor of one tenth of my salary to the Ame-
rican Board at Boston. The realization of my call to
be the successor of Samuel Scudder did not take place
till a year or two later at Haverstraw, N. Y. Here
in attendance on the ministry of that devoted man of
God, Rev. Amasa S. Freeman, I was in the habit of
buying edifying tracts and books of the American Tract
Society, such as Leigh Richmond’s “ Annals of the
Poor,” and my attention was arrested by a tract by
Rev. John Scudder, M. D., of Madras, India, entitled
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“ The Harvest Perishing for Want of Laborers.” It
occurred to me this must be the father of Samuel Scud-
der, so I bought the tract and read it. So impressed
was I with my personal responsibility that all my plans
for a successful business man had to be given up; al-
though I had a fine offer from my first and beloved
employer, to be taken into partnership with him. I
felt however that I must refuse this and dedicate my-
self to God’s service as a missionary. This I formally
did one night in a shed where dry goods boxes were
stored, and wrote down my resolution in the cover of
Dr. Scudder’s book. I did not know I would have
to have a college education, and become a minister of
the gospel. All T thought of was, the perishing
heathen and my duty to try and save them. The
how, I hardly knew. The first step in fulfilling this
resolution was in joining the Central Presbyterian
Church in Haverstraw under Dr. Freeman, and some
months later transferring my membership to the Re-
formed Church at Scraalenburg, under Rev. Cornelius
Blauvelt. My preparation for entering college ~was
under Dr. W. V. V. Mabon, of New Durham, N. J.
My entrance into Rutgers College was in 1853, from
which I graduated in 1857, and from New Brunswick
Seminary in 1860. The same year I was ordained
to the ministry and appointed to the Amoy Mission
with my beloved classmate, Leonard W. Kipp. But
by a signal and most marked providence, my ap-
pointment was changed from China to Japan, during a
year of enforced delay in the homeland after appoint-

ment to China. It came about very naturally, but
I believe, very providentially. During my college

course, long before any missionaries had been sent to
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Japan, I read a little booklet by Talbot M. Watts,
M. D., giving a history of the Japanese people.  Iin-
ishing this book, I said “ Wouldn’t it be nice if that
country opened up about the time I got through my
studies !’ So far, the desire found expression, and
lo! a few years later, to my astonishment a call for
missionarics to Japan came from our Board of Missions
in N. Y. The call from the Board was owing to
requests which had come to them from three men in
the Orient, members of as many denominations, who
united in urging the Dutch Church to found a mission
in Japan because of the previous record of Dutch rep-
resentatives at Nagasaki. The church as a whole
was moved by this call, and especially were several
members of my class in the Seminary deeply stirred.
We were ready to velunteer, but being still only in
the middle ycar of our course, we waited; and mean-
time the call was most satisfactorily met by the ap-
pointment of Messrs. Brown, Verbeck and Simmons. On
Dr. Brown’s visiting the Seminary prior to embarking,
and addressing the students, I frankly informed him
that we had been ready to offer. He replied, “ You
nzcd not feel disappointed. I am going to provide
a place for you.” This assurance so kindly meant
gave little hopz of any fulfilment, as the Mission
was now fully equippzd; however, singularly enough,

it eventually came truc. The longer the delay the
more the desire bzcame on my part. Two factors
stood in the way of my going to Chira. One was my

lack of a musical car to distinguish the tones in the
Chinese language; the second was my inability to
endure a hot climate. Neither of these difficulties
stood in the way of going to Japan. But these, however,
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were not the determining factors. My heart’s desire
was for Japan, though why, I could not tell, though
my warmest personal friends were in China. " Twas
not till New Year’s Day, 1861, that a decision was
reached. I had been visiting Dr. Freeman of Haver-
straw, always deeply interested in my welfare, and on
his advice to hasten to the mission field, I visited our
Secretary in New York and told him that if I was
going as a missionary, I must be sent that year. The
- Secretary assured me that my request would be com-

plied with. Going thence to consult with Bro. Kipp
on the prospects of embarkation, I failed to reach home
that night. The next day, as I returned home, I

met the Secretary at the ferry, and he hailed me, say-
ing that he had news for me. Asking what it might
be, he replied, “ You are transferred to Japan!” I
was almost stunned ; but managed to say, “ I hope my
anxiety has not had anything to do with this.” He
replied “No, not at all,”” as he hastened to catch his
train. Pursuing my way home in deep meditation, I
could hardly realize the fact; and when I told my
mother, she expressed regret, because my friends were
all in China and ‘none in Japan. I replied, “Why
mother, I am not going on a mission for the sake of
friends; if that were the object, I would never leave
home. I want to go where I can do something. ”
This answer seemed to silence my mother’s objections.
And hastening to my-room and opening my Bible, my
cye lighted upon Acts 26:17-18, ‘ Delivering thee
from the pcople and the Gentiles, unto whom now I
send thee, to open their eyes and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
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inheritance among them that are sanctificd by faith
that is in me.” How could I doubt that He who
had appeared unto the persccuting Saul, and  passed
over His own commission (Isa. 43:6, 7) to him, had
now committed the same to me? I bowed my head
and thankfully worshipped.

And now, nearly fifty years later, docs it not seen
strange to be writing this record?  Oh, I am pro-
foundly humbled ! The commission has becen so ii-
adequately pzrformed. How unworthy of the exalted
privilege and the assurance of the help that He would
extend to me! I have been an unfaithful steward of
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Though I have
preached the gospel to a few souls, I have nothing
whereof to glory. And what of success has bzen
attained, has been solely of His grace freely bestowed
in answer to the prayers and hopes and expectations
of God’s people and ministering servants. [ am
humbled when I think of the high hopes entertained
of me by my college and seminary professors, my
ministerial brethren in the home-land and on thes mis-
sion field, and by elect sister spirits, what a host! both
Japanese and foreign! How unworthy and how deeply
indebted am I! And wherefore, Lord, if not to show
the more, thine own most gracious forbearance and
love ?  Well may I adopt Thy faithful servant, Paul’s
language of imprecation upon my own soul and that
of every other human being, be he high or low, “If
any man love not the I.ord Jesus Christ, let him b2
anathema, Maranatha.” One very remarkable promisc
of an able minister with whom I lived several years,
Rev. Jas. Romeyn, at our parting was, “If it be al-
lowed departed spirits to accompany the living, I will
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be your guardian angel.” I have not forgotten the
promise, and always visit his grave in Hackensack and
render thanks to Ged for his faith and example.  On
his tombstone is an extract from his last scrmon ;
“ Thirty years have I been allowed to preach the
gospel of the ever blessed Ged. It is enough! it
is enough !’

Immediately on my transference, I made a hasty
visit to Virginia to bid farewell to kindred and friends.
There occurred the romantic mecting with the young
Virginia maiden who a few months later became my
wife. Two weeks later, June 1st, 1861, we set sail
for Shanghai on the gcod ship “ Kathay.” The
voyage, the arrival and subsequznt events for some
years, have all been narrated in my wife’s little book,

“ Glimpses of Oid Japan” This includes the bap-
tism of the first convert, Yano Ryu, the first Protestant
Christian in Japan. The organization of the first

Church of Christ in ]ar)an March r1oth, 1872, as well
as the acquisition of the land and erection of the build-
ings thercon, have all been frequently described and
require no further reference at this time

One point alone is important to be emphasized at
the present time. It is the origin and objects of the
Co-operation of Missions in labors for a United Church
of Christ in Japan. This statement is important for
historical honesty and to show that it is no new dis-
covery made in, nor solely confined to Japan. The
co-operation of missions in building up a common church,
originated, so far as my knowledge goes, in the har-
monious action of two missions in the Amoy field in
China. These missions were that of the Reformed
Church in America and that of the English Presbyterian



Church in the same field. From the outset, the con-
verts of these two missions, though gathered into dif-
ferent churches, united in a common Assembly called
Taihoey, or General Synod. The missionaries were
not members of the churches, but were advisory members
of the presbytery, participating in all the privileges of
the same.

Efforts were made by one of the mission boards to
compel the missionaries to divide these churches and
enroll them in the home church. The missionaries,
however, declined to carry out these instructions, and
tendered their resignations with their refusal. Upon
this, it was wisely decided that the carrying out of
these instructions should be left to the discretion of the
missionaries. It was this example of co-operation in
China which suggested the same for Japan. The
members of the Reformed and the American Presbyterian
Church Missions agreed together that there should be
but one Japanese Church with presbyterial form of
government ; and this agreement was carried out from
the beginning. After several churches and a presbytery
had been organised under this plan, efforts were again
made by one of the mission boards to break up this
agreement and enroll a part of the Japanese church
with the home church of the Board. For a time, this
division was actually accomplished, but upon a larger
influx of members of the mission in question this action
was reconsidered, and the newly wunited church was
called for a season The United (Itchi) Church of Christ
in Japan. Other Missions, one after another, subsequently
joined this union, until missions representing seven
different churches in the home land were united in a
co-operating Council of Missions, working together for
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the upbuilding of the one Church of Christ in Japan.
This union in building up a strong Japanese church
has led other affiliated missions to form like unions of
labor for the establishing of churches of their own faith
and order ; the various missions of the Episcopal order,
the Methodist, the Congregational and the Baptist, each
building up in Japan, a body of their own character. As
a result of this union or federation of work, it is hoped that
five Protestant bodies will suffice to include all the Pro-
testant churches in the Empire. This number, for
division of labor and efficiency of service, has been aptly
called “ The Five Fingers of the Right Hand of God.”
It is notto be denied that a higher and completer unity
was at first contemplated and most ardently desired by
missionaries and the first members of the body of
Christ in Japan ; and its realization was believed to be
practicable without the surrender of any essential of
faith, or even of church administration. And that
hope, though delayed for the present, is sure to be
realized under larger manifestations of the Holy Spirit,
and the personal presence of Christ, “ Who was given
to be the Head over all things to the Church which is
His Body, the Fulness of Him that filleth all in all.”
“ The Lord hasten it in its time!” (Isa.60 :22)
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