ISSN 2186-8794

BRI E R EHEERE
FE10&D

NTEREX T Z NDLH:
—IEBRNRFLIR TV aDEM—

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church

Lydia Ballagh & Belle Marsh

“ Children’s Works for Children, 1877 7 £V

BR PR fE 5h B AR



[Children’s Work for Children, 1877 )

iy



[Children’s Work for Children, 1877 )

CHILDREN’S WORK FOR CHILDREN. 3

CHRISTMAS.

BY SUSAN COOLIDGE.

WHAT does the robin think, the hungry robin,
If he looks in and sees the berries red,

And glossy holly garlands, shine and twinkle,
Down from the old church rafters overhead ?
Does he feel grieved and fear to go unfed?

How does the fir tree feel, torn from its forest
To bear its taper-harvest once, and die?

Does its wild heart ache, does it pine to hasten
Back to the woods, the shadowy winter sky,
The frost, the keen cold wind, and liberty ?

T.think not; Christmas must have some dear meaning
For all God’s creatures, be they great or small.

It is the trees that stay behind are saddest;
They watch the ringing axes rise and fall,
And whisper, “ We are green, too—we are tall.”
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CHILDREN’S WORK FOR CHILDREN.

CHRISTMAS HYMN.

BY REV. PHILLIPS BROOKS.

(Reprinted by permission )
O L1TTLE town of Bethlehem !
How still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by :
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The Everlasting Light,
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee to-night.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth !

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given ;

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessing of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,

. Where meek souls will receive Him still,

The dear Christ enters in.

Where children, pure and happy,
Pray to the blessed Child, «

Where misery cries out to Thee,
Son of the mother mild*

7 YA ZADBER [HHY LA L

(“0 Little Town of Bethlehem”)
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0, Busy little humming-birds,
Ye have no song nor speech,

Yet lessons true we learn from you,

As any words can teach.

Ye do not waste in idle sleep i&

The dewy morning hours;
But in and out ye dart about,
At work among the flowers.

FEach tiny one of gou must make "
His living day by day; ‘
o, blithe and bright from dawn till night,

Ye wing the hours away : N
And seem to twitter :—“Look at me, <
Child-Workers, one and all, 2

LA

Nor stop to ask why any task,
Is put on one so small.

“Ah, ha! we find the honey, tho’!
But that is not the best;
‘We have a share—(thgt's i)estl) to spare
For fledglings in the nest!”
Dear little Workers! heed the acts
That teach as well as words,
And strive, for all you are so small,
To match the humming-birds !
MARGARET J. PRESTON.
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%?/\75‘\73\‘1/‘) k« 7L A h> (Margaret J. Preston) (215
AN ‘/7/§~— Kb 252 &) (“The Lesson of the Humming—birds”)
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Children’s Work for Children
Vol. I -4, pp. 54-56
April 1877

Some Boys of Yokohama
Mrs. J. C.Ballagh

BROVERED
IR J.CRT

B2 B Children’s Work for Children Mg DX JziE <
HENTCH AN ZREDFEZEV 2V, TAV I E s A%
LT, BES LWHEEE Children’s Work for Children D3TRNE
WZaiF o, ELWRY ThdH, 4H, HEEEO—T %D D
NG, BEBENST Children’s Work for Children % %tA TUD
LFEERTAVIOFELTLELEB LN R LWV E W) XFF
HTRD LI 2 EWNIZ o Tz, E W) DOk, FMIBLFETHZT 2 U

DFHEDES VBN L2 LR, 26z Tk
L~DBILEFOS W o T2DT,

720, ETHDIC, BRFOHINICH 5 FKITHONT, HO
b ESETWEREE Y, ETRETIIHO K72 A
D, AN ATE 6 DO/NBREORTZED, ZO/NBEIT/NS
IR TABERRID RT BB, RIAF— - NTREETLHF
BOFFELZLMEH L TWD, 613 17 %6 19 mORER
KADBWERFELTH D, RILEHICHLREVWEMT, RV 4
— N DOBETT, ZHLHEEIIEFOTOOFKE LT
b TBY, FIX— AR AT AOAREHL TS,

BERER, R — ~NRUOBREEZTDH-0OIC, BN
ZL DADBEE ST b, FITIE, Y &%%@6f%?@zt 200
EHEAONZDBHLTEEDLZ bbb, BEOPITIT/NS AL
BbBh, ETEHL2 LI, LOMIZWERLED 5725 & 95 7%

12



ZILEHFNARICBINTNWDLIREBIZT D LIEFITOLNFED,
HOLFEBIFBERLFIIRERGEASTHEY, bbb FEBIX
FREFHLTCND, BHEREMTHDL N7 X — - ~RUE, Ax
WIHROP THRBAERR B DITIEE VIR TH D L@, LT,
PIZEA A« FY X PMZOWVTEET, bL, A#BEEFL,
WOWRMEE FITFES 72 H1F, A TNDETHAI LEHDOTH
5, [FEfZ, RZH—~RUE, — A ANDOBEZE LB
L\E%ﬁﬁb\%%Lt%ﬁ%lmb\ﬁ_ﬁgtéhé%#
WPMEE G5 2D, K7 X —  ~NRUNTE - T—2DKE ik
BIFEET D, TUIBAROBT-LRREAOTELE2 ED L 9 I
%Lt%;wﬂ%ﬂ%&w:kﬁﬁ%&éoﬁﬁ%ﬂ%h@ﬁm
BIHEEZ L TWAIZH b bd, Bl bt e thah 2
@wﬂtw I, RREL OFELTELRKRALEY, FROHS
BRSO, MmEEE LTS, GHEOFITIE, BEVIRRZ R
LTEABWDTEA S, ZDOKE, BT HMBLLIGEITEDIREZIET
72, BHERL LTI NEEFTTHD,
ASBIXEATIERVWDOT, RIZ¥— ~RUOBEIT2RL,
FRPAINTWD, £ TCFRERLZEELE S, AR
HLOMOEITH~A L0 EELS, BEDY 2 KikE HIZHEIT TIX
WD, BICEBRTEEZIREZFELZLTVDL TRV, 5
BMRZR DT, FNTAER D AVTAR S & LA i > TRIIR L
TWo, IO ZNIFRHT, AT ThrZue—] &9 —A
X Tanxvy) EREENRTWS, #0DRBITEAT, EHEIC
BT %, o T, WHITAARDFEEEIZ W L R 22 A7 i
DITRTEHALTCND, LML, WIEIT AV IDAOFRET= >
7 E LT TS AMOETTHDH, ZOARNBMEIL, #iE
DHA L EFETHDOTDICAARTEITHR L TWD, £, XA
ARFEORAEZHED TR RN LHZ TN D, 7255, é%t
&0 ES ’%Eéiniféoto o TV, HEEITZHAGE
TIEDITEERT N,
15 7% Jgéﬁ,’m&/)@ X, FVWKRL (FVR) THDH, o

13



T D L BRI DRERCILHIRDBENE LTV D DT TIERWA,
WU L CE TV D, N7 /VT 7 Xy N EFEUIRD

T 16 » AT o2y, A%, BN — X — %5/, L
SE LR ERFETHEATWD, F2, HIE7e 0 EFITETH
BT DXL oTo, KBRKERIZ/e D & PITERIIC & 723
Wb oTW5a, AfET-HIX, 7 AU BOPERBIC, R—L
BT WG T, EEEk. BRI ;#%%T%éoit\ﬁ%

T AV B TIZH LN TWARNT — A7 SAD NNV EFF- T
W5, —ODOFIZBWT, EHIFMAFDO T ELTELDEFART
b, FIIIESBEISN e AR L TEEITH Y . RLTIE
Wiz LW Z & ThD, OISO ANDILEEL < il
BEMIZx L TEIEThN EHx N TETWD, Ttex, lEED
Xzl LTH, EbRITNIER LR,

oL L ELEMEOEFEFRIT A —%] WO LEIT, Fah
AL LT AR NE S ORI TH D, M7 SADZ &%
STz OICHE T B2 L2 e S VvRElicd 208, =—F
TICEATED, mOASARFET, HWZbrrbbd, EFIC
BEOBTLINMTHL, HOHESIZIE, ) —ADT VAT ¥
YWD, EONIE, TV PEWSARIT, EOE, ik
& —FEIZ B, mA#%umA®mfﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%LL
HbH A, BN EZBRET 20 EREIT TWD N, HITHEE
ZESCHBELTWLIOT, RbENZERETHD, FLITHD
TRIEZLTWDION TH Ry LWH AN TH D, HDFEMH
KY) T D DEEIEICEEN RSN, 2O LIZONTIE%A
I,

iz 2 B OB U AF ¥ o ODERTEFEL TV D, ETD—
. WEAEEEE LIL 232072 3 4 DDENFI LT, 1513
BTV R NADOBEZEILDDZEERR LT, £, 4
A140 2 ZRIRCHEEEZIRD DT DICAREE D, BE, 1EK
DL 3ANPEILEZITHAZ EEHFEL TS, FEEITHO
R & iz, MmO EDOF RN H D,

14



Children’s Work for Children
Vol. I -5,p. 71
May 1877

Kadoya of Yokohama
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Some Girls of Yokohama
Mrs. J. C.Ballagh
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The Jinrikisha of Japan
By Mrs. J.C.Ballagh
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A Japanese Family
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December 1877

A Visit to Daibutz
By Mrs. J.C.Ballagh
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Children’s Work for Children, 1877

(FVorn)
April 1877 Some Boys of Yokohama
May 1877 Kadoya of Yokohama
June 1877 Some Girls of Yokohama

September 1877  The Jinrikisha of Japan
November 1877 A Japanese Family
December 1877 A Visit to Daibutz
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Vor. II APRIL, 1877. No. 4.

SOME BOYS OF YOKOHAMA.
Mgrs. J. C. BaLLAGH.

SIREETING from the far-off shores of Japan to all
5| the dear readers of Children’s Work for Children!

For several months past your beautiful maga-
zine has found its way to our home, where it is
most welcome. To-day, as T was looking over its pages, my
heart was filled with a desire to talk with the many bright-
eyed, happy children who peruse it, for I have some requests
to make, as well as thanks to offer for some favors received.
But first allow me to introduce you to our schools, which are
in our yard. As we go out of our side-door, we pass six
little rooms at our left, with a tiny glass window and paper
doors. These are occupied by Mr. Ballagh’s boarding pupils
—fine-looking students, from seventeen to nineteen years of
age. That long building is Dr. Hepburn’s dispensary ; and it
is also used for the boys’ school, the Doctor using it only on
Saturdays. On those days people begin to assemble at early
dawn—sometimes over two hundred, with all manner of
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diseases. - It would make your heart ache to see some of the
poor babies and little children who are brought there, with
such dreadful-looking eyes, with nothing to shield them from
the cold or storm in winter, or the broiling heat and glaring
light of the sun in summer. Some of them have faces and
hands that are one mass of sores, while others have broken
limbs. The good Doctor preaches to them about the .
most dangerous of all their diseases—sin ; then tells them
about Jesus, who will cure them if they will believe on
Him and ask Him to do so. He also tenderly examines
each one, operates on their eyes, sets and binds up the
broken limbs, and gives medicines or ointments as they seve-
rally need. One thing is a great trial to him. Parents here
do not know how to care for their sick children, so although
the Doctor is very particular in telling them how, yet many a
poor child goes blind all his days, others lame, and still others
into an early grave, because they are not properly cared for.
Some of you know how hard it is to be sick, with loving
parents and friends to do everything possible to relieve you.

But to-day is not Saturday, so we will visit the school.
Are they not a nice and happy-looking set of pupils, des-
pite their dark faces and strange dress? There are all the
smaller boys in that tier of low seats and desks. The two
in the first are brothers, named Tokutaro; those in the
second also, called Kobyyashé. The fathers are merchants
of the better class, so they have all the comforts found in
Japanese homes. But the next is the son of a cook in an
American family. That Japanese man is translating their
English reading lesson into Japanese for them. He also
teaches them to read and write their own language every
day after two o’clock. But they learn to write English with
greater facility, it being so much easier than Japanese.

That bright-looking boy of fifteen is a young daimio
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(prince). There is nothing in dress or manner to distin-
guish him from the others, but he does show royalty in his
progress. Sixteen months since he learned the alphabet;
now he reads in the Fourth Reader, and studies geography,
grammar, and arithmetic in the English language. He also
writes very good compositions. At recess he enters into all
their sports with great zest. They enjoy balls, kites, snow-
balling, and blind-man’s buff, as well as boys at home.
They have also some games that are very good, which are
unknown to you, and many puzzles. In one respect they
are models for the children of all nations, namely, they are
universally kind to each other, and never quarrel. They
are taught to be very polite from infancy, and obedient to
parents and teachers. They must be polite, even if com-
pelled to tell lies to do so. ;

That full, round-faced young man is Ota, the deacon of
our native church. He has to study hard for all he learns ;
but while he has a large fund of humor, he has also great
integrity of character, and is very reliable for one so young.
There is another Christian near him, Tsuru, who went with
us to Nikko last summer, and preached many times to from
sixty to a hundred people. Of course he was first instructed
what to preach, and understanding English so well, is a
most excellent interpreter. That one with face beaming
with peace is Kadoya, whose faith has been so severely
tested, and of whom we will tell you hereafter.

There are two other bright Christian boys still here,
while three who were in school and baptized last year have
gone to their homes where we trust they are exerting a Chris-
tian influence, and one left this month to go into business
in this city. Three of those now here have expressed a
wish to be baptized. Those who board here have an hour
of Bible study every evening, as well as the morning lesson.
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Vor. II. MAY, 1877. No. 5.

KADOYA OF YOKOHANA.

JADOY A was beaten at first because he refused to
work on the Sabbath, after he was baptized.
Finally he became troubled lest he was breaking
the Fifth Commandment in trying to keep the
Fourth, so he came to Mr. Loomis for counsel. He was
willing to take the beatings if it was his duty to observe
the Fourth Commandment when his uncle commanded
him to work. Mr. L. pleaded his cause before his uncle,
who then consented to let him observe the Sabbath as a
day of rest and worship. After a little while, however,
his relatives began to urge him to give up Christianity, and
threatened to cast him off if he did not. 'l“hey taunted him
with base ingratitude, for all the care they had bestowed on
him from childhood. This gave great pain to his sensitive
nature. He was in cons‘ant fear of their anger for a long
time, but when threatened by them in their maddest rage,
he told them that “he would do anything that was right to
obey and please them but he could not deny Christ if they
ground his body to powder.” Then they tried bribes and
tlattery, got his mother and grandfather to use their power
also. Iinally they shut him up. During this time he wrote
us that “ He who delivered Daniel from the lions, would
surely deliver him.”  During the last of this excitement he
had two severe attacks of illness. But his heart was always
joyous, which was reflected in his face. He said, “ Though
my body has great torment, my soul is full of joy, for Jesus is
with me.” Now, I am glad to tell you that both his mother
and grandfather have consented to have him accept Dr.
Hepburn’s proposal to give him a medical education, and
his support meantime, so he is free from his cruel uncle, and
occupies the pleasantest of the students’ rooms.
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Vou. II. JUNE, 1877. No. 6.

SOME GIRLS OF YOKOHAMA.
Mgs. J. C. BALLAGH.

LIGHT bamboo separates the girls’ school from
)| the boys’. It is a neat Japanese house, and much
smaller than the other. Those pretty pictures on
<= the walls were sent by friends at home, as were
those in the boys’ school also. I wish the kind donors
knew how much they help these little ones to understand
the truths they illustrate. And not these only, but
they convey a lesson to the sick men, women, and little
ones, who look at them to beguile the tedious waiting-time
for their turn to be examined on Saturdays. One look at
the beautiful picture of “ Jesus Blessing Little Children”
makes the truth more real than any words of ours could do.
Here you see the girls dressed like the boys, unless some
of the boys have on their sumurai pants for special occa-
sions. I think you would scarcely be able to tell boys and
girls apart for a while. They have the same names
also. You would be delighted to hear Miss Marsh and her
girls sing “ Jesus loves me,” either in English or Japanese.
They sing many of the same hymns that you do, and
very sweetly too. The boys sing as much, but not so well, for
their voices are not as good. Mr. Ballagh is now teaching
them to sing by note, and hopes that some will make good bass
singers. You would see how much they love their teacher,
and that she is all devotion to them. It will not trouble
you either to know which ones are new scholars, for the
faces of those who have been here for a time become so
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changed by the bright, intelligent expression they acquire.
You would rejoice to hear them read and recite, for they not
only do so very well and distinctly for those using a foreign
tongue, but the Japanese brogue which clings to them
sounds quite amusing. On Wednesdays, after the usual Bible
lesson, singing and prayer, they read a chapter of “ Peep of
Day,” and then devote the rest of the day to needlework.

If you would like, I will tell you about the Sabbath-
school, and visits in Japanese homes, at another time.

I doubt not that you do pray for our boys and girls; but
permit me to ask you to pray very earnestly, for they have no
friends iu their homes to help them become Christians. On
the contrary, they are laughed at and persecuted if they do.
Yet if they do not accept Jesus as their Saviour, all we are
doing for them makes their condemnation greater.
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Vor. II SEPTEMBER, 1877. No. 9.

THE JINRIKISHA OF JAPAN.
Mgs. J. C. BaLLAGH.
NOU can gain from this picture a very correct idea
of the appearance of a jinrikisha. Doubtless you
5| would think it delightful to take a ride in one,
as the little ones do here. Sometimes we see three,
four and five in one jinrikisha, having a social time as well
as a ride.  You would not be afraid of your horses getting
frightened and running away with you. Yet something
does happen quite similar to that. A few days since, in
coming down one of the hills in town, the coolie ‘did not
plant his heels quite firmly or brace himself backward quite
strongly enough, so he began to go at such speed as to put
him in danger of falling flat on his face, and the jinrikisha
over him. In his fright he made a desperate effort to stop
by running out by the side of the road, and in so doing he
ran into a small Japanese house, smashing its paper doors or
windows, and throwing out the lady passenger bruised and
insensible. 'We have been spared any such experience. In
going ninety miles into the country last summer, we had
only one slight mishap. When taking such journeys they
stop every four or five miles to drink, if not to smoke and
eat, the latter at least eight times a day. At one place I
stepped into the jinrikisha when the thills were raised a
little, and the man was not attending to his duties in hold-
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ing them, so over we went backward till our heads struck
the ground, but no harm was done. Some of the coolies
acquire such speed that they will pass some of the Japanese
horses, and leave them out of sight.

Ludicrous as it is to sce tall and stately-looking gentle-
men and ladies in “baby-carriages on adult wheels,” it is
even more so to see them curl themselves up into a kago,
like the one described in Children’s Work of November,
1876. These latter vehicles are nearly out of use, except
where the roads are such that a jinrikisha cannot travel
them. The kago takes you up mountains, over rocks, through
ravines. You cannot help watching to see if the men
are sure-footed, when winding around mountains and over
precipices. Ome day Mr. B——, who is a tall and strong
looking man, raised one end of my kago to his shoulder,
but dropped it before taking one step. He said it seemed
to him that it was crushing his shoulder; yet they trot on
for miles, stopping every ten minutes to change the pole to
the other shoulder. To do this they put the staff they
carry in their hands under the one on their shoulder,
resting it there while they deftly stoop down and rise up
with the other shoulder under the burden. They chat
to each other, and are ready to answer any question, or stop
to pluck some beautiful flower for you growing by the way-
side. The two little girls of our party had a lovely time in
their kago. They could sit erect, face to face, and have a
cosy chat or play as they chose.

I have called these jinrikisha men coolies, but there are
some of the better classes so reduced, that they have resorted
to this menial employment for bread. I am told that not a
few of the samurai* are to be found among these men and
among our house servants. My first rides both in a jinrikisha

* A high class of Japanese under the old rule.
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and kago were very painful, so dreadful was the thought of
using a fellow-being as a beast of burden.

When I first set foot on the shore of Japan, it was inde-
scribably funny to me to see my travelling companion step
into a baby carriage, and be whirled away by a little coolie.
But when my turn came, it was anything but ludicrous.
When we began to ascend a hill, my fears equalled my
sympathy, not knowing the habit coolies then had of howl-
ing “hai huida ho,” &ec., whenever their load became some-
what burdensome. I thought the poor creature was in
agony, and feared every moment he would drop down and
perhaps die on the spot.  You may wonder that I did not
tell him to stop, but how could I? The English language
would be wasted upon him, and I could not use the Japanese.

Will you not pray that these men may not die like beasts
of burden, if as such they must live? Surely they have
little enough of comfort and joy in this life, to say nothing
of the life beyond. Some of them have poor wives and
children also to be prayed and labored for. Will not some
of you come here to labor as well as pray for them? You
can help much by your prayers and pennies now, then
when you are grown and ready for life work, we pray the
dear Lord to send some of you to help us. Remember that
“They that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the
stars for ever and ever.”
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Vor. II. NOVEMBER, 1877. No. 11.

A JAPANESE FAMILY.
fU7|ERE we have a Japanese shopkeeper, with his
% wife and daughter, ready for their dinner. Their

they are accustomed to it, and like it wery much.
It is not the Turkish style, but their limbs are bent under .
them so that the body rests on the back part of the feet.
The box-like article of furniture in front of the mother
is a furnace, upon which a tea-kettle is kept always hot.
They drink tea often through the day, and always present a
cup of it to a visitor. You see no cream-pitcher or sugar-
bowl, for they have none, but drink their tea clear, and
think that we spoil ours by putting into it cream and sugar.
Their table is a very small and low one. If they were in
better circumstances, they would probably have such a little
table for each member of the family, but they do not have
many dishes, so one table answers the purpose for all. Their
dinner is probably a very simple one, consisting of rice and
potatoes, with perhaps some other vegetable, or fish. They

have many of the vegetables and fruits which we have, and
an abundance of fish, for you know that there is water all
around their country.

The man has a fan, as well as the women, for the Japa-
nese all carry fans in warm weather. These people look
very much at home, and as if they were going to dine in
earnest, though it would seem to us like play to sit on the
floor around such a little table. And it is a pleasant scene,
too, for it is a very rare thing in heathen countries for the
members of a family all to eat together as the Japanese do.
The wife and daughters of a Hindoo have to wait until he
has eaten, and make their meal on whatever may be left.
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Vor. II. DECEMBER, 1877. No. 12.

A VISIT TO DAIBUTZ.
BY MRS. J. C. BALLAGH.

E take jinrikshas here at Yokohama early in
the morning, go to Kamakura by one route,
have our lunch at the tea-house (a part of
' which you can see at the right of the picture),
return by another route, and reach home by seven
o’clock, p.y. In going down, we pass through some beau-
tiful and much wild scenery. In the town is a Chinese
temple 700 years old, which is the resort of many pilgrims
for worship; but we were so anxious to see the greater
monument of ancient idolatry, that we did not tarry long at
this one.

Daibutz is two or three miles beyond the town, and sits
with bare head, without the shelter of even a tree to shield
him from the scorching rays of the sun. The idol is made
of bronze, and is forty-four feet high. As usual, Buddha is
sitting on a lotus flower, his hands clasped in an attitude of
devotion and rest. The altar, where a little incense burns
at the foot of the divinity, consists of a table of bronze,
with two lotus vases of the same metal, and of admirable
workmanship. Those lanterns on each side are twelve or
fourteen feet high, and are also of bronze, and fine speci-
mens of art. These are given by daimios, as very mere-
torious acts, and cost large sums of money.

Buddha always looks the same, except in a few represen-
tations of him when young, and before he became a god.
Then he had not that mark on the forehead. I was told
that that place is where the great spirit entered him and
made him a god. We so often have the explanation given
by one Japanese contradicted by another, that we feel almost
afraid to tell anything from hearsay.
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We climbed up, and seven of us sat on his thumbs at one
time. After gratifying your curiosity in scrutinizing the
exterior, you can go inside. We ascended a flight of stairs
to ‘a platform, and looked out of a window in his back upon
a fine landscape, and within, at a shrine in his nose. It is
so far above you, that you can see only the upper part. The
Japanese descend by a staircase into the foundation of
Daibutz, where they find a quiet oratory, the altar of which
receives a ray of the sun through an opening in the folds of
the god’s bronze mantle.

If we could know all the toil and sacrifice it cost to erect
this wonderful piece of art, what a history it would be! The
priests and nuns who travelled about to beg the necessary
money to erect it, thought that they were propitiating the
great Buddha by so doing, and would gain heaven by it, as
also thought those who denied themselves to give the
money ; but it was all in vain, for no one is made happier
or better by it.

On returning home by a different way, we were continu-
ally feasting upon magnificent scenery. One place is so
beautiful, and commands such an extensive view, as to
receive the name of “Plains of Heaven.,” Jinriksha men
must needs stop at every town for rest, water and a smoke.
At one town they were having a great feast day or matsuri.
Crowds of people were seen in gala dresses. In the temple
grounds, surrounded by a dense crowd of people, were wrest-
lers just beginning operations by sitting on their heels and
throwing dirt at each other. At a signal they sprang at
each other, and the contest was so nearly equal that they
rolled over and over. We did not wait to see the final
result. If any of our young friends will pay us a visit, we
feel quite certain that they will enjoy a ride to Daibutz, or
Dai Butsee.
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Woman’s Work for Woman
Vol. IX-9, p. 292
September 1879

Abroad

Yokohama
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Woman’s Work for Woman
Vol. IX-11, p. 371
November 1879

Abroad
Mrs. Ballagh, Yokohama, Japan
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Woman’s Work for Woman, 1878-1879
(FVorn)

March 1878 Recent Missionary News
September 1879 Abroad
November 1879  Abroad
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Vor. VIIL MARCH, 1878. No. 3.

Kiroad.

RECENT MISSIONARY NEWS.
Mgs. BALLAGH, YOKOHAMA, JAPAN.

“THE last four months have been full of cares and labors press-
ing 8o heavily upon us, that had we not been upheld by a strong
arm, flesh and spirit both must have failed. Seven buildings to
be put in order, after being shaken to pieces by earthquakes and
typhoons, is no small task with Japanese workmen, in addition to
teaching five or six hours a day, entertaining missionaries who may
be passing through, and attending to all our other duties. It is a
marvel that we (Mr. Ballagh, Miss Marsh and I) are in such per-
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fect health, and we can but feel that the prayers of our friends are
thus answered in our behalf. Our pupils number more than a
hundred in daily attendance, and our Sunday-school and church
congregations are larger than ever before. Miss Marsh has one
weekly prayer-meeting and I another; also a monthly one at the
housc of ‘the woman who said she had “plenty of sin,” but who
has given good evidence of being saved. Sho calls her friends and
neighbors in, and among them are several aged men, who sit at a
respectful distance, and who may never hear any other gospel invi-
tation. . . . As to the social life of these people, the women of the
higher class do nothing but make poetry or handsome embzroidery,
and very little of that; the next class look after the household,
sew and teach the children to be polite; the third class do all the
housework, and the fourth must earn money for the family support

“One of our boys says of this last class: ¢ They are like civiliza-
tion, for they answer back ana quarrel with their husbands.” They
call an animated discussion guarrelling, and no woman in Jupan,
except from the lowest class, would ever dare utter a word of pro-
test against her husband’s command. The family may and do eat
together, except when the husband has guests, when the wife and
daughters serve them. I am happy to say, that many of the cus-
toms which have been so cruel to women arc passing away. There
is a law now prohibiting the sale of wives and daughters, and high
yakunims have visited us accompanied by their wives. Girls’
schools are multiplying all over the land. The Empress’s normal
school numbers threc hundred pupils ; but the mission schools have
taken the lead in elevating the women of Japan, the Bible being
the chief instrument in the work, as with every other nation.”
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Vor. IX. SEPTEMBER, 1879. 'No. 9.

Mrs. Ballagh, while continuing to assist her husband in the boys’
boarding school, has carried on an interesting work among what
may be called the street Arabs of Yokohama, the children who,
while their mothers are at work in the “ tea firing houses,” spend
their days in the street with their baby brother or sister strapped
upon their backs. In a late letter she says:

“T must add a word about our ‘ragged school.” It has continued
without interruption (except the holidays) for nine months. The
children have made better progress than I dared to expect under the
circumstances, and we hope to get a house near the great centre of
tea firing houses, so that a larger number may be instructed. I am
going to try to get money here to carry it on, for I could not think
of asking a Board burdened with debt for it, as it is not a work
which promises so much fruit as most others. Qur plan is to have
accommodation for a hundred children, and try to get the mothers
on Sunday to teach them the Bible also. It is a great undertaking,
and unless the Lord move the hearts of both employers and em-
ployed greatly, it will be an utter failure. Please give your most
esrnest prayers for this large and neglected class, Not less than
three thousand persons are engaged in these tea houses.”
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Vor. IX. NOVEMBER, 1879. No. 11.

Mgs. J. C. BaLLacH, YokoHAMA, JAPAN.

Mrs. Hepburn’s Sabbath-school is flourishing, also Mrs. Winn’s.
Mrs. W. has a weekly prayer-meeting with the women, and is about
starting a day school also, if she can get one of our pupils to teach
it. The harvest is sure to come, though it is greatly hindered
by the priests, whose jealousy was aroused by the large numbers
flocking to her school. Mrs. H.’s school is a fine-looking one now,
though so dirty and squalid at first. A sweet-faced old lady has
become a believer as the fisst fruits of her work there. OQur boys
have had two large meetings cvery Sunday for months, one in the
extreme east and the other in the western part of the city. They
found the places, paid the rent, and collected the audiences entirely
themselves. From sixty to a hundred were in attendance for some
weeks before the close of school. I went to these places on Wed-
nesdays and Thursdays. The last day there, I went as far as I
could with a jinriksha, and while waiting for the women and girls,
my helper went into a house and showed them pictures in the
“ Life of Christ,”” and after talking and singing to them, left them
with hungry eyes that asked for more, which O Yoshi San promised
to give them on the following Sunday.

Having arrived at the temple where the service was to be, and
scatcd ourselves in front of a large shrine containing several differ-
cnt idols, we worshipped and sang praises to the true God. How

_ often I have wished that these temples might be converted into
places of worship to our glorious Redeemer! We have had prayer-
meetings before in temples, but never before this one had wca
crowd of listeners to the “ old, old story.” They were coming and
going all the time, yet not a few remained through the whole scr-
vice, attentive listeners. On our return we saw many groups where
we could stop and teach if time and strength were sufficient. At
one place, in a few minutes, we had twenty earnest hearers. But
until the Holy Spirit enlightens their minds, there is cither a blank
or a puzzled cxpression on their faces. Oh, we want a mighty out-
pouring of God's Spirit all over Japan. Mrs. Winn, while taking
a trip in the country during May and June, was struck with the
fact that among the intelligent class therc are few who have not
heard of the “new doctrine,” or “ Jesus religion.” Most were
glad to know morc of its teachings.
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1876 4~ 10 A 31 H Yokohama, Japan
1876 &£ 11 H 17 B Yokohama, Japan
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Yokohama, Japan
October 31th, 1876
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Yokohama, Japan
November 17th, 1876
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Yokohama, Japan
November 17th, 1876
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