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[Children’s Work for Children X 1))
READ TO SLEEP.
BY MARGARET J. PRESTON.

FoRr threescore years and ten,
Burdened with care and woe,
She has travelled the weary ways of men,
And she’s tired,—and wants to go.

It has been 8o hard to live!
And even her stinted store,
It seemed as if fate had grudged to give,
And she wishes her need was ¢er.

So musing, onc aiternoon,
Her knitting upon her lap,
She hears at her door a drift of tune,
And a quick, familiar tap.

In flashes a child’s fresh face,
And with voice, bird-like and gay,
She asks,—* Shall 1 find a pretty place,
And read you a Psalm to-day ?”

“ Ave, read me a Psalm: The Lord
Is my Shepherd :—soft, not fast;
Then turn the leaves of the Holy Word,
Till you come to the very last,—

“ Where it tells of the wondrous walls
Of jacinth and <apphire stone;

And the shine of the erystal light that falls
In rainbows about the Throne ;—

“Where there never are any tears,
(Find where the verse so saith ;)

Nor sorrow nor crving through all God’s years,
Nor hunger, nor cold, nor death :

“Of the city whose streets are gold :
Ah, Aere, it was not my share

One single piece in my hands to hold,—
But my feet shall tread on it there!

“Yes, read of it all; it lifts
My soul up into the light;

And I look straight through the leaden rifts,
To the land where there’s no more night.”

So the little reader read
Till the slow-going needles stopped ;
And then as she saw the weary head
On the wearier breast had dropped,—

Rising, she nearer stepped;
—How casy it all had been!—
The gates had unclosed as the sleeper slept,
And an angel had drawn her in!
Lexingroxn, Va.
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CHRISTMAS GREENS.

HERE'S cedar for Christmas, lady,
All fresh and bright;

Here’s a mistletoe-bough with berries
Pure, waxen, white:

Here are clusters of scarlet hawthorn
These leaves beneath

There’s nothing can better brighten
A Christmas wreath.,

They’ll gleam, in the eyes of the children,
Like any gem:

I wish I cou{(l see the ruby
That outshines them !

You ask for a sprig of holly, —
Bless you, you know

That darling of English Christmas
Can never grow

Where feet are as cold as mine are!
But take, instead,

These branches of mountain laurel ;
They’ll crown some head

Of marble upon your bracket
As well, maybe,

As if they had grown in Devon,
Across the sea.

And here are some hardy flowers—
Chrysanthemums—

I think there’s nothing as cheery
To market comes.

Make haste, if vou please, dear lady,
For sce, the snow

Is turning my greens to feathers,
And I must go.

MARGARET J. PRESTOX.

LEXINGTON, VIRGINTA,
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Japanese Father at Home.
By WE.G. (William Elliot Griffis)
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JAPANESE FATHER AT HOME.
T day’s work is done, and father (the children
call him O Totsu San) has laid aside his rice-hoe,

or plane and saw, and is on his matting at home.

In the background vou see the latticed window,
and camp-stool; and the edge of a hanging picture, and
plant.  The Japanese are very fond of flowers; and every-
thing in the flower world.  See that little table, four inches
high.  On such a bit of furniture, only a foot square, the
Japanese eat their dinner of rice and fish and eggs, or mil-
let, beans and radishes. The father and children are having
fine fun, but I am sorry to say that the little boy is not



learning anything good.  He is pouring out some saké, or
rice-beer. This drink is common in Japan, and makes the
people who drink it stupid, cross and quarrelsome. Drunken-
ness is almost as common there as in our country. This is the
greater pity, since many of the Japanese people worship idols,
and around theirtemples on festival days, disgusting scenes of
idolatry and intoxication may often be witnessed together.,

The little fellow on the father’s right seems to be looking
cross at the artist who is taking the picture, but he holds on
to the saké-bowl with his left hand.  He will do just what
his father teaches himg whether good or evil. Tt is a pity
that he is not learning something better,

What are the boys” names? T suppose Taro, Saburo, or
something like that, for all the Japanese children I know—
and they are manv—have a name which means “darling,”
or “love,” or “sweet,” or something which shows how deep
is their parents” affection for them. WLk Gl
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The Empire of Japan.
By WE.G. (William Elliot Griffis)
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THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN.
ZJANY people think that the Jupanese are the same

as the Chinese.  People talk of Japan as if it
were a part of China.  This is a mistake ; Japan
)

and  China are two different countries; many
hundred miles apart. China is ten times larger than Japan ;
the two nations are quite different in character.  Japan is
about as large as our New England and the Middle States.
It consists of four large islands; Hondo (Niphon), Shikoku,
Kiushin, Yezo, and the Lin Kiu and Kurile groups; besides
nearly four thousand littleislands. These latter range from the
size of one of our counties to that of a bed-room. The Japanese
people number about 33,000,000 souls,  The people in Liu
Kiu are a little different from the Japanese proper, and in
Yezo the people are called Aino. They have eyes set straigzht
like ours, and are probably the most ancient race in Japan,
Japan ix called an empire beeause the milado, or emperor,
rules over other people besides his own subjects proper.,

The country is very beantiful, made up of mountains and
vallevs, while all around is the glorious blue sca. The coast
is full of harbors, and the natives are daring sailors and
fishermen.  Thousands go out every morning in their hoats
to draw up their breaktast out of the sea. On land the
chief crop ix rice: the people eat no bread. “ Rice is the
staft of life,” and i< caten three times a day. They do not
put raisins, =ugar, nutmes or molasses in it, but cat it with
chop-sticks, as bread or vegetable, Teais evervbody’s drink.
You can buy it for =ix cents; or six dollars; a pound, as you
wizh,

Dai Nippon means ¢ Great Sun-root,” or, “The Land of

15



the Risine Sun.” Hondo means “main island.” The capital
i< Tokio.  The mikado Tives here. Tt was formerly, until
1868, called Yedo; but no Japanese now says “Yedo,”
unless he supposes you are not up to the times. Tokio is
larger in size than New York, and contains 925,000 people.
(See the map of Tokio and vicinity, which is on a much
larger scale than the other.)  The Sumida is a beautiful river
flowing through it; but the Toné river supplies the water to
wells through an aqueduct nine miles long.  About eighteen

“ cross-shore.”

miles from Tokio is Yokohama, which means
At this port the great steamships arrive from California. The
water at Tokio is not deep enough to allow them to anchor
off that city. On the map you will also see Kanagawa, a
large town opposite Yokohama.  Further on is Yokoska,
full of dock-yards and ship-building houses. Next 1s
Kamakura, once a famous large city, but now only a village.
Near it is the great copper idol or image of Buddha. Tt is
fortv-four feet high.  Tts thumbs are three feet long; a
small Sunday-school might sit on its lap and several loads
of hay be packed inside of it. It was placed there over six
hundred years ago.

Enoshima is a lovely island in the bay, where the people
and travellers make pienies. In hot weather, or when
wearied and  needing  a change, the missionaries  visit
it.  Besides its cool sea-breezes, one finds the wonderful
“glass-sponges” and all sorts of curious fish and corals
along the shore. At Fujisawa is an ancient temple, in
the grave-vard of which many of Jupan’s great men are
buried. At Odawara are the ruins of an old castle; round

which many battles were fought long ago. At Atami are

16



hot spring=. At Shimoda lived Mr. Harris, our first consul
to Japan.  Hakone Lake is very pretev. Ttis several miles
long, and lies in the mountains about five thousand feet
above the sca lTevelo A few miles from it rises the glorious
mountain cailed Fuji or Fusivama ( yema means mountain).
It is over 12,000 feet high, and ix whitened with snow from
October to June. Even in summer, its crater (for it is an
old volcano) is full of ice, snow and ice-water. Thousands
of people climb it every summer. You have perhaps seen
it pamted or carved on fans, trays, cabinets and other dainty
things made in Japan. Hakone is also famous for pretty
arved and inlaid wood-work. In Shidzuoka, many pretty
cabinets of lacquer-work are made. The last tycoon
(there are no tycoons any more) lived here.  Nagoya makes
thousands of fans, such as we use in America, every year.
Lake Biwa is sixty miles Jong and very pretty. Kioto is
the old capital. Ozaka isa very large city, and so are Kuma-
moto and Kagoshima.

Up in Yezo it is very cold ; down in Kiushiu it is quite
warm ; in the central part of Japan it is cool.  Our mission-
aries live in Tokio and Yokohama. Rev. and Mrs. David
Thompson, Rev. and Mrs. W. M. K. Imbrie, Rev. Mr.
Green and Miss Youngman live in Tokio, in the corner near
Shinagawa, quite on the shore of the bay.  In Yokohama,
Dr.J. C.and Mrs. Hepburn, and Rev. and Mrs.J. (', Ballagh
live.  We have a girls” school there, for which we shall need
your help. We want a nice new house for it, as well as
money to pay for teaching the girls.

There are also missionaries  laboring  at  Hakodaté,
Niigata, Kobé, Ozaka, Shidzuoka, Nagasaki and Kumamoto.

W. E. G.
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The Religion of the Japanese.
By WE.G. (William Elliot Griffis)
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THE RELIGION OF THE JAPANESE.

HERE are two religions in Japan. In one they

worship idols, in the other they do not.  One is
Buddhism, which is found also in China and

2

Siam. The other is Shinto, which is practised
only in Japan.

Shinto people worship the souls of their ancestors, and
the kami or gods.  There are many millions of kami.
Some are believed to be good and kind.  Some are bad
and spiteful.  Some are very wicked.  One ot the kami is
the goddess of the sun, and I have often scen people bowing
down to the sun and praving toit.  In the picture we see
many people by the scashore waiting to see the sun rise,
that they may worship the sun goddess.  On the left you
can just see the top corner of a stone gateway, called a fori-i,
under which a path leads to a temple;, in whichy however,
are no idols.  The three priests; with paper caps of curious
shape on their heads) and dressed in loose robes of white,
sit down before strips of white paper resting against a little
table of fine wood.  Two poles of hamboo are stuck in the
ground, and a strip of rice rope with bits of paper hanging
from it is stretched across. These all refer to stories in their
ancient books~.  Lanterns of paper are alwavs plentiful,
whether lichted or not. On the right is a tall stone strue-
ture, alzo holdinge o lemp—a dish of oil with a wick of pith.
On the right and left are small platforms; on which sit men
and women.  Theyv are making a pienie of ity for they are
ating and  drinking. Ricey fish) candies) cakes) sugar-
water, rice-beer, and other catables are on their travs. The

priests alzo are hedged off by a square of white paper stuck
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on sticks in the ground. You can tell the old men by their
thin hair and scanty top-knots| the Tittle bovs by their shaven
heads, and the women by their full hair and clothing.

In their worship in the temple the priests dress in white
robes, and make offerings of fish, rice, beans, fruits, water,
and various articles of food. Then they give thanks, and
pray to the kami to keep them from danger, and to bless
them and their children and friends. Before praying, the
people pull a bell hung on the door before the shrine, to
call the attention of the kami to their words ot thanks, or
petition.  Inside their houses the people have a little “god-
shelf” over the doors. In front of this altar lights burn, and
before eating a meal they offer a little dish of’ food as a sort
of “ grace.”

There are many true and good things in Shinto worship,
and if the kami were real and were all good and pure, one
might wonder why we send missionaries to Japan. But,
alas! many of the kami are wicked and vile and of devilish
character.  Even of the good kami the ancient Japanese
books tell stories that show them to be only men and women
of not very pure character.

When you are told that there are over eight million gods
in Shinto, you may wonder where the heathen get <o many.
They are easily made out of the thoughts of men, who,
knowing not the one true God, imagine a god or spirit in
every river, mountain, and cave, or in the wind, rain, light-
ning, and ecarthquake, or in the kitchen, the well; the field,
and the housctop. Tt is as though our people were to wor-
ship Washington, Putnam, Columbus, Peter Parley, Judas
Santa Claus, the Old Woman that Lived in a Shoe, Old
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King Cole, Mother Goose, and other people good and bad,
real or imaginary, and ecall them kami or god<. When
Christ came on the earth, our ancestors were worshipping
hideous idols, and burning men alive in big baskets before
them. By the grace of God we are what we are now. 5o
may the Japanese learn to forget their crowds of gods, that
are no gods, and serve only the one living God, and Jesus
Christ whom He has sent. W. E. G.
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Children’s Work for Children
Vol.1-9, September 1876
pp.139-140

A Japanese Piano.
By WEG. (William Elliot Griffis)
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A JAPANESE PIANO.
N one of the cases in the Main Hall of the Cen-

tennial Exhibition is a collection of Japancse
musical instruments.  Drums;  flutes)  guitars,

banjoes, and the ofo may be seen there.  The
voung lady in the picture is plaving on a kofo.  We may
call it a Japanese piano, because, like ours; it has a set of
strings stretched above a sounding-board.

The lady kneels on the matting of the floor before her
piano.  Beside her is her book-case or cabinet, in which
she keeps little articles of dress, use or ornament. She
usually tips her fingers with loops of kid, like thimble-
rings, holding ivory points, like a long finger nail growing
on the wrong side of the finger.  With her left hand she
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presses on the cords behind the bridges, or sliding supports,
on the board. She plays with her right-hand fingers.
Some kotos have nine, some eleven, some thirteen strings.
Some rest on two, some on four feet.  Many are handsome
and made of costly wood, inlaid with ivory, gold, and
tortoise-shell.

Only young ladies of the higher classes learn to play
the koto. Many girls play the three-stringed banjo.
Instead of organ-grinders in our country, strolling players
go round the streets in Japan playing the banjo.

Japanese musie is not sweet to our ears.  The scale of
music is different from ours. It sounds at first like the noise
made when you tie your ears shut with strings, and then draw
one string across the other. Or it reminds one of an old barn-
door that needs greasing, or worse than all; like the noise
made by a company of sick kittens.  Still when you become
used to it, if you ever do, it has some real music in it.

But even the Japanese themselves are putting away their
own old music and learning our tunes. The bands of the
army and navy play ¢ Hail Columbia,” and “ God Save the
Queen,” and the beautiful “ Russian Hymn!”  Especially
in the Christian churches and Sunday-schools may be heard
the sweet hymns so familiar to us. T have often heard
little * Plum-blossom,” and ¢ Purple;” and ¢ Cherry,” and
the other Japanese boys and girls in Yokohama and Tokio
sing “Jesus Loves Me” and “Rock ot Ages)” in their own
language. T believe that, under God’s blessing, music and
the truth in song are to do a mighty work in leading the
people from sin and idols to God and holines<. Let us

hope and pray that it may be so! W. L. G
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Children’s Work for Children
Vol.1-11, November 1876
pp.168-170

Travelling in Japan.
By WEG. (William Elliot Griffis)
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~THE RAGO.
TRAVELLING IN JAPAN.
JIEOPLE travel in the kago (@ pronounced as in
arm) in Japan, that country which Ties across the
Pacific Ocean, four thousand miles trom California.
"There are many other ways of travelling, such as
sitting on a high pack-saddle ‘or a low one) on horseback, m
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riding in the little carriages drawn by men, or even pick-
a-back on men’s shoulders.  But in country places the kago
18 most convenient.

It 1s made of two bamboo poles bent round at the bottom
and slung on a pole.  In India the beam of the palanquin
is at the centre. In Japan it is at the top.  Bamboo is what
our fishing-poles are made of) and there are groves of it in
Japan, under which children love to play.

The bottom of the kago i of wood, filled in with cane, like
a cane-scat chair.  On this a cushion is laid.  You get inand
double up your legs; putting your feet under you.  Itis cramp-
ing and tiresome to an American, and his feet soon get asleep
and won’t wake up.  But the Japanese are used to it from
childhood, and as they sit on their knees and heels, they do
not mind it.  When you hecome aceustomed to ity as 1 have
done, you can read a book; take a nap or look at the beantiful
scenery of Japan, as you pass along over mountains and
through valleys.

In the picture the voung lady has taken oft” her clogs or
wooden shoes, and rides with knees doubled up.  Note her
long loose sleeves of striped silk or cotton stuft.

The top of the kago is a flat picee of plaited rushes; to keep
off «un and rain.  On thix vou can stow baggage, shoes) &e.
At the side, rolled up, are the curtains of =plit: bamboo
thread.  The men plod merrily along with their light load,
for a slight voung girl ix a very different aftaiv from a great
fat fellow of two hundred pounds or so. Such a burden
makes the coolies or bearers puff and perspire and blow and
grunt, as I have often heard them do. You =ee in their
left hand a <hort hamboo pole. On this they rest their hur-
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den when they “change shoulders.”  Their dress ix cheap
cotton stuff, not too much of it either; with straw sandals on
their feet.  On the lappel of the dress of one of them you
sce the man’s name in curious tea-box characters.  On their
back they have a letter which is the sign or initial of the
guild or company to which they belong.  The front man is
about to step into a little rivulet of water which flows across
the road.

How would you like to ride in a kago to Sunday-school ?
Do you think you could get in without bumping your head ?
or fold your knees without upsetting?  Yet if you were a
Japanese or a missionary in Japan, you would make use of
this vehiele often. W. LK. G.
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Children’s Work for Children
Vol.2-8, August 1877
pp.116-119

The Mikado’s Palace Band.
By William E. Griffis.
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THE MIKADO’S PALACE BAND.
By WiLLiaMm E. GRIFFIs,

ERE we have a glimpse into the imperial palace

of the mikado or emperor of Japan. It used to
| be in the city of Kioto, which was the capital of
the empire from the year 794 until 1868. Then
it was removed to Tokio.

The five men in the cut belong to the palace band of
musiciani. They number about twenty in all; and formerly
dressed in long loose robes of scarlet satin and gold em-
broidered brocade. They wore on their heads curved
helmets of lacquer ware.  This kind of head gear was worn
only by these musicians.  They also had long trains of silk,
like a flat tail, several yards long. On the back, above the
belt, of the man that is playing the drum, you will see a
kind of a curved frame or loop projecting upward. This
” and was
used to hold up the train.  When walking, the long folds

is a stiff “train holder” or “skirt supporter,

(vou see them on the floor) were tucked in and hung up on the
frame. Y ou sce the same article of dress projecting from the
belt of the man blowing (or rather sucking) the upright flute.

How richly embroidered their coats are! 1 saw and
heard the entire palace band perform in Tokio in 1872,
Some of the players were resplendent with gold and silver.
Their rich dresses were stiff with silver and gilt embroidery.
The common folks in Japan rarely, if’ ever, see this band,
which belongs to the palace only, to tickle the ears of the
emperor and nobles.  Some of the tunes played are over
one thousand years old.

Lot us notice the instruments. There is the great upright
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drum, with its symbol of long duration of time, signifying
the great length of the dynasty of the mikado. It looks
like three commas in perpetual motion. It stands just
beside the curtain, and is beaten with two padded sticks.
On the right is a man playing a hand or horizontal drum.
He also calls out the time or sings, hence his mouth is
open. Behind is the flute player and the flageolet player.
The man on the extreme right has a curious Japanese in-
strument made of a number of upright bamboo tubes bound
together by silver rings, with a silver mouthpiece.” Strange
to say, he sucks in the ait instead of blowing through it.

You perceive the rich flowing sleeves of the men; also
the fine railings of the pure white wood called Ainoki (sun
wood), capped with polished copper.  Around the large drum
are tongues or hooks, signifying flames of fire, painted red.
On the border is worked a dragon. These are all symbols
of the emperor’s presence or power. You see the rich cur-
tains of brocade and the screen of fine bamboo fibres in the
centre. Perhaps the mikado is hidden behind it on his
throne. Until 1870 the mikado rarely put foot on the
earth, and lived behind a screen hidden from the sight of
any one but his highest nobles.  Some of the country people
thought he was a god, and foolishly prayed with their
faces toward Kioto.

But Japan has greatly changed of late years. In 1874,
when the mikado visited the Imperial University at Tokio,
he rode in an open carriage drawn by two American horses.
Everybody could sce him, and every Japanese child, like a
cat, as the proverb says, could “look at a king.” As the
imperial carriage rolled into the college yard, the palace
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band struck up a Japanese tune of welcome. I turned to
look at them, and there they stood, not in their old lovse
robes of red satin ard silver and gold, that made them look
so large and handsome. Oh no! They were clothed in
tight pantaloons, and tight leather boots, and high hats, and
black coats and vests, and white neckties, They appeared
quite small, like little men, as they were. They suggested
to nie a double row of black crows with white necks, stand-
ing up and fifing and drumming out a shrill hoarse cry.
I could almost iinagine them about to flap their wings and
fly cawing off.

I have not space or time to tell you of Japanese music,
which is by no means pleasant to our ears. At the present
time the Japanese army and navy brass bands are like ours,
and they make just as much noise and usually as much
music. In some of the public schools, also, the boys and
girls learn to sing according to our scales and notes, and have
mastered our tunes. To the ordinary Japanese ears, however,
our music is as hideous and unmeaning as theirs is to us. The
appreciation of music is almost wholly a matter of education.

Let us all hope and pray and labor to effect the result,
that as the Japanese year by yecar give up their old customs
for new ones, they may choose only the good and the better.
Many picturesque and beautiful things and customs have
they already thrown away, some of them needlessly so. If
they could only cast away their wicked and unclean and foul
sins and ways and objects, and keep their beautiful customs,
how grand and blessed it would be! Such wicked things
as idolatry, and lying, and obscenity, and polygamy, and too
many other sins with long names or short ones, might be
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flung away and forgotten. Thank God! many Japanese are
doing it. Hundreds of houses have been cleared of idols
and many a home purified since our missionaries went first
to Japan. In several scores of places in Japan Christian
Japanese now meet to sing hymns of praise to God every
Sabbath, not with gorgeous dresses and instruments, as in
the picture, but with what is better, earnest hearts and
devout voices. May the song swell on'!

SCHENECTADY, N. Y.
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A Japanese Doctor.
By William E. Griffis.
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A JAPANESE DOCTOR.
By Wirriam E. Grirris.
) OOD morning, Mr. Doctor,” (O-hai-o, i-sha san,)
“how do youdo? You are looking for the house
of your patient, are you ?”

As wise as an owl
you look, as you glare through yeur big bone-
ribbed spectacles tied behind your ears with a leather cord.
Youare proud enough, no doubt, that you have such a good
practice ; that you can aftord two servants to follow you and
arry yvour medicine chest!  Now I am going to tell our
American little folks and young people about you, how you
live and heal. Well, my young readers; here is a Japanese
street, unpaved, and it has on cach side one storied wooden
houses; with paper and latticed windows,  The doctor is a
very important man in the town.  That coat and long loose
garment cannot be worn by all classes of the people, but
only by a few. The doctor is a privileged character, and
not only wears noble garments, and white stockings; and
leather sandals; but s also allowed a sword in his girdle,
He doesn’t stab or kill any one; however,—at least not with
his sword.  Compare the cconomically tight breeches; and
bare legs and feet, and straw sandals of his servants; who
carry the medicine chest. See the front man with his big
“roof” of a hat, and his oiled paper umbrella, I’
warrant that box contains pills, plasters, powders, and «a
dreadful array of drugs, that are caleulated to awe the igno-
rant people. Do you sce the doctor’s fan?  With us,
a fan means summer and a hot day.  Not so in Japan. A
fan is an ornament, a tool of authority to make gestures
to servants, or to add dignity, as well as to cool the face
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by creating a draft of fresh air. See how dignified the
doctor looks with his fan held up!

Bald-pates are not always wise-pates, by any means; but
I cuppose this i-sha is both. The Japanese name for physi-
cian is i-sha, or healing, learned man. We call an ignorant
or good for nothing doctor a “quack.” The Japanese call
such a man a “bamboo doctor,” because he pours medicine
down people’s throats, but does no more good than if he
put it into a bamboo cane.

The Japancse doctors use a great many curious and non-
sensical things for medicine, and some that our doctors have
long since thrown aside as useless. Many of them receive
no education, except that of watching their fathers, and fol-
lowing them in their visits of practice.  Many of them,
however, are very skillful, and successfully treat the discases
peculiar to Japan.  Some are intelligent, studious men, and
lead the people in knowledge and education.  During the
last ten yecars, many have learned, and now practice the
American and European systems of medicine. Several of
our medical books, especially that of the great Philadelphia
surgeon, Dr. Gross, have been translated into Japanese.
There are now several first class medical colleges in Japan.
One of the best means of preaching the gospel, and of reach-
ing heathen Japanese, is in connection with healing, and our
good missionary doetor, J. C. Hepburn, at Yokohama, has
not only healed thousands of poor Japanese of their maladies,
but has also been a faithful preacher of the gospel for many
years. This beloved physician’s name and deeds are grate-
fully appreciated by all classes of the people of Japan.

Yecar by year, Christ the Great Physician is more and
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more known by the people of Japan, and souls sick unto
eternal death of sin, are healed, and join the throng of those
“who return, giving praises to God.”
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Japanese Pilgrims.
By Rev. William E. Griffis.
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JAPANESE PILGRIMS.
By Rev. WiLniam E. Grirris.

APAN is a good place to make pedestrian trips
in, and many a glorious tramp have I had over
the mountains and through the vallevs of this

evergreen Jand.  Searcely ever have I made a
journey of any length in which T have not met from one or
two, to scores and hundreds of white-gowned pilgrims.

Going on a pilgrimage is esteemed a good work in Japan,
and men like to be saved by good works.  Even a lazy, idle
fellow, who is tired of work and hates industry, will often
start oft on a pilgrimage, begging his way to some idol
shrine, to get a creat reputation among his industrious stay-
at-home neichbors.  Tdols and idleness often ge together.,
Some of the pil seims are earnest devout men who try to do
their duty and mean well; and think they are benefiting
their souls and pleasing their idol gods. A= a rule; however,
the pilgrims arve a dirty, lazy, and often obscene and gamb-
ling set of wretches,

In the picture are two kinds of pilgrims, Those on the
left carry a drum at their waists, and tap it continually,
begeing as they go. They wear huge hats like wash-bowls
turned upside down. Thev carry on their backs a sort of
closet full of idols and images of” the gods. They pray for
people, getting paid for their prayvers, and carry written
pravers on slips of paper to distant heathen temples to be
hung up there.  In lien of money, they pray for a man or
woman for the priee of a dinner of cold rice or a slice of fish.
They are most of them a lazy set of impostors. Those two

on the right are a couple of” countrymen who, staft’ in hand,
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are tramping oft to some famous shrine of which their priest
has told them.  They carry bells at their belt, which tinkle
as they walk ; like the lady on the white horse who rides to
Bambury Boss, in Mother Goose’s Melodies, the pilgrim has

> They also carry fans, wear huge

“music wherever he goes.
straw hats to keep off sun and rain, and have rosaries to
count their prayers on, and often wear a shell on their
sleeves.

Bt even as “certain of their own poets have said,” if
duties are faithfully performed at howe, why go afar to
burn incense? If these men go for pleasure and travel,
well and good, but to go with the idea of religious benefit is
superstition indeed.  Even a pilgrimagze to the Holy Land
and to Gethsemane has no power in itsclf’ to make us better
Christians.  When will the heathen learn that salvation
cannot be gained by fasting or pilgrimages or works of vain
show? That only a renewed heart and g holy life before
Grod is accepted betore Him?

Now, in Japan, people from diztant parts often come to
the missionaries to learn the truths of Christ. They are pil-
grims who come not to burn incense or perform fastings and
works of penance, but to learn to know more ot what they
have heard only in fragments of hearsay.  For in many
parts of Japan leaflets of truth, tracts and Testaments have
been carried, or men who have heard the missionaries preach
have gone home to tell their neighbors, and some have been
so eager to hear more, that they travel to Yokohama or Tokio
to hear for themselves,  There are now Christian churches
in Japan which have sprung up from sceds planted thus,
So may the day <oon come in all the Japan islands when
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men will no longer travel weary leagues with
or “idol hoxes” strapped on their backs, but sanctifying the
Lord God in their hearts; they will be ready to give to
every one that asketh a reason for the hope that is within

them.

52



Children’s Work for Children
Vol4-1, January 1879
pp.12-14

A Japanese Girl Painting Her Lips.
Rev. W. E. Griffis.
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A JAPANESE GIRL PAINTING HER LIPS.
Rev. W. E. GrIrris.

ASHION reigns in Japan as everywhere else in
the world, and fashion says that “it is the proper
thing to do,” for the women to color both lips and
teecth.  One would think that since God made
white the color of the teeth, and tinted the lips
red, all would agree that white and red were the only colors
proper for the mouth, or, as the Japanese say, “ the right
way between heaven ‘md carth” requires that thv teeth be
white and thc lips be arose or vermilion tint.  But tlwhion
says “ No,” and m Japan she is as deaf” and unreasonable as
in our country. In the first place she commands that d“
married women, and all maidens past the twentieth year
shall stain their teeth black. No lump of coal could be
blacker than a well-bred married lady’s teeth in Japan.
This was fashion’s law for all until a fow vears ago, when
the sensible empress, Haruko, set the (.\‘lmple of" kecping
her teeth white.  Now, many ladies of rank and influence
do a= she does,

Unmarried girls from ten to twenty vears old paint their
lower llp with a peculiar pigment that lTooks like aniline dve.
Lt is of a greenizh-vellow or golden tint.  As kisses are un-
known luxuries in Japan, there ix no danger of the paint
coming oft until washed away.

Here is a voung lady getting ready for a visit or company.,
See her pillow on the lett, Tt is six inches high, and has a
paper plllm\ -caze on,  She sits in front of her mirror with
the lip-paint in her hand. By and by she will be a gorgeous
sight to behold. With the Tast hair-pin stuck in place, Howers
and gilt paper, and ““ bungs” and combs in position in her

hair, face, and neck, and throat powdered, lower lip painted,
inner and outer robes put on, inside girdle and outside sash
tied, and embroidered pocket-book, with mirror, paint, and
paper pocket huudkcr(ln(*f inside, dll(] feet cased in white
socks, and black lacquered and velvet-strapped shoes of
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wood, she will promenade to visit some friend.  Evidently
her whole attention is now absorbed in her toilet preparations.

Here we leave her, hoping that by and by she may turn her
attention to the * inner ornaments” of the noblest <ort, which

only the gospel furnishes and invites to the taking.
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Japanese Children and Their Employments.
By WM. Elliot Griffis.
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JAPANESE CHILDREN AND THEIR EMPLOYMENTS.
BY WM. ELLIOT GRIFFIS.

HE Japanese children, what do they do? what d.,
they learn? how do they amuse themselves 2 Thewe
are questions often asked of people who have lived
in the Japanese islands,

First of all they play. They live much out of
doors, both in town and mnntrv The big babics
arry "the little ones, and both enjoy the fun,  Often
you may see a (IHM carrying on its back a babv
whose feet are just above the ground. One i«
strapped on the other like two slices of a sandwich.
The bovs have several kinds of tops, big and little
kites, balls, marbleg; hoops, and hobby-horses ; and
play blind man’s buff, leap-freg, wrestling, and

; many games which are something like ours and vet
different.  In the toy shops most of the toys are strange and curious,

Living pets, whic h are very common in the country villages and sone-
times fmlml in the cities, are foxes;, badgers, mnnl\ovs rabbits, martens,
voung deer, and ocet wnnally a bear (ul;. The hshu‘men train cormorant-
to catch fish out of the water for them.  These birds perch on the boat and
dive for the fish when they see them in the water.  The cormorants wear
an ivory ring around their throats so as not to swallow the fish.  To en-
courage them, the boatman gives cach suceesstul bird a slice of meat or fisly
to cat.  Bovs and girls who live near the sea have fine fun at catching
crabs, prawns, lobsters, and fish. At low tide they wade out over the s,
and pick up shells and various living ereatures from the beach and holes in
the rocks. Among the most wonderful things are the enormous erabe,
whose bodies are as large as a ham, and whose elaws or arms when spread
out measure ten and twelve feot across. A vard or two of erab’s arm, ful
of meat, makes a meal for a family of six or eight persons. It ix a com-
mon H"]lt to sce people walking home from market with a erab’s arm as
long as a vardstick, but the immense specimens are rarer. Cuttle-fi<h, with
pulp\ bodies that fill a bucket, and with cuppy legs several feet long, e
occasionally caught. Small ones; measuring two feet long, arve tamiliar
sights in the cating-houses. The people like them pickled or sou-ed,
Jelly-fishes are very numerous in bays and harbors.  Many strange fi-li-
are caught and cooked, for the Japanese cat more fish than flesh,  The wod
of daily food was once a fisherman,

In the dried-fish stores vou will see blocks and chips of what looks Tike
mahogany. I’mplv come and buy it to grate into their soup.  Don’t v
astonished, for it ix only sun-dried bonito fish,  Shark’s flosh, raw slices of
arp, and one or two other fishy delicacies liked by Jup:mvsw palates, qre
not enjoyed by foreigners,

In the mountainous parts ot the country hovs trap and snare the birls,
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and often pet the little ones, training them so that they become wonderful’y
tame. The tall stork '-td”w along tlw fields, and makes his nest in the pine
trees.  ‘The erane, cither blue or white, struts behind the farmer gathering
worms, while the snowy heron picks hisx delicate way along unhurt by hoy
or man.  Formerly un|\ the ducks and geese were slain for food, while the
crane and heron were never injured ;. but now all birds have to take theiy
chances of getting an ounce of lead under their wings or of falling vietin,.
to snares and nets,

Let me tell vou some of the ways in which bovs and girls do work and

earn a little money and help their fathers and mothers to support the fan-
ily. Japan is a poor country, and the people, most of them; have to live
cheaply on a dime a day.  Many poor laborers carn from six to ten cents y
day, and on that they aml their families live.  Mechaniex carn more, and
merchants, it suceessful, lay up a little monev.  Women and girls do the
sweeping and dusting ax well ax other household dutics.  Girls pick 10,
their tapering fingers being suited for this kind ot work, while the men
“fire” or dry the Teaves,  Fans are usually made by girls. The men spli
the bamboo handles and frames, the girls fold, paste, and put on the painted
papers, and trim the edges. In the potteries the clay is mixed and kne: ulul
and sometimes cups, plates, and vases; are nmuhlul and decorated, by irls
or women.  Embroidery was tnrmul\ men’s work, but this is now <lu|u w
females; who also weave and “full” cotton cloth.  Almost all the silk in-
dustry is carried on by the daughters of Japan.  They sce that the ~ilk-
worms’ cggs are hatehed, pick and cut the mulberry leaves for the Vol
and hungry worms, and make the straw “ladders ™ on which the worm
when twentyv-one davs old elimbs to make his cocoon. Then, pieking o
the little pigeon-cg; r-sh aped cocoons; the young girls put them in hot warer,
draw oft and reel the shining white ~trm(ls, and weave then into sith -
terns, On the sea-const the givls and women are expert divers and swim-
mers, and can spend hours in the water. - In the rice districts the wonen
ancd girls have to work very hard. St uulm«r up to the knees in soft
and water, in the blazing sun, mutiled in thick clothing up to the eves xu
keep off the biting l])t)\(llllfﬂ(‘ they must bend their backs to weerd zod
hoe the rice, often working trom dawn to starlicht. The farmer has o
hard time nt it to pay hix taxes and support his dlllll\ for on the aericul-
tural elasses are laid most of the expenses of the government.

Yet, since Children’s Work for Children was first established, there Lis
been great progress in Japan. - Children, even the poorest, ¢o to school, il
lvnn something of the world lu vond Ilpm, and what they ought to |k

» as to be (ruod and useful. Gradually they will Tearn o pass by wn oo
]nn{:('r worship the idols that line every road and crowd every temple.
Gradually they will worship the Creator who made their mountains and
the sea, and scek to know Him through Jesus Christ His son.  Then they
will cease to believe in and be trnrlmnml at the stories and sll[x'runtmm
taught them by nurses and priests, an(l will worship and love the Saviour
of the lupumw and Amcrican children alike.
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Children’s Work for Children
Vol.7-3, March 1882
pp.27-28

Naming the Japanese Baby.
William Elliot Griffis.
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NAMING THE JAPANESE BABY.

WHEN we give a name to a child in baptism we christen it, that is, we
Christ-en it and baptize it in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost, dedicating it to Him who invited little children to His arms.

In Japan and in most
heathen  countries  the
giving of a name to a
child is usually a relig-
jous ceremony,  though
not always, for there are
not a few fathers who
will not have anything
to do with the priests,
and so name their chil-
dren themselves,  Sons
in Japan usually receive
one syllable of their fath-
er’s name.  Thus  Mr.
Hidemoto will eall his
first <m  Hide-aki, his
sceon | Hide-tsugu,  his
third  Hide-nobu, ete.
Or if his name is Sahei,
he will have Sa-taro, Sa-
buro, ete. Boys" nanres
have no  particular or
striking  mr-aning,  but
girls' names are  very
pretty. I knew several
Little Sparrows, Little
Bamboos, several Golds,
Silvers,  Waves,  Stars,
Flowers,  Pearls,  Blos
som=, Pinks, Bluex,
Whites and Reds who
lived in Tokio or Fukui.

Among  most of the
common pople the moth-
er takes the baby to th temple on the thirty-third day to be named.  Along
with her zo crandinother, aunties, sisters or the nurses, and often the father or
an uncle or two.  In the picture the nurse holds the baby, and the lady stands
behind. Tt s verhaps a rainy day, for the nurse has on her elogs, which raise
th feet above the mud, and the lady bas her umbrella with her. The baby is
]1.('M in a speeial kind of padded quilt, made of cotton or silk according to the
rich = of the family, and nurs: has tied on her best givdle, which ix"embroidered
with silk flowers. " The great gateway in front of the temple has a tablet in the
middle of the cross-beam, on which is the name of the temple. The priest,
arrayed in his long crape robes, with sandals on his feet, and head shaved till it
shines, comes out to meet the party. Those of a certain rank carry a stick, on
which something like a small horse-tail is fastened. This, however, is not a fly-
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brush, but a mark of office. The naming of the child is easily accomplished.
In some places three names are selected, and cast up in the air. The first one
which fahs to the ground is the name selected. Then writing out some word or
passage from the sacred books, it is with the name wrapped up and put into the
stiff’ little bag which the mother holds in her hands, and \\'Li('h all Japanese
babies wear at the waist. At the ends of the temple roofs are little bells, which
tinkle in the breeze, and to the right is a fountain of water and copper tank, in
which worshippers usually first wash their hands before going to pray. The
inscribed stone in front may contain the name of the giver of the fountain.

So far we have spoken of heathen naming of children. Last year many
scores of little Japanese babes and children were christened with the waters of
holy baptism in Christian churches. Soon may millions of the children of
Japan be the Saviour’s little ones in baptism and holy living.

Wirriam Evvtor Grirris.
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Children’s Work for Children
Vol.7-9, September 1882
pp.138-139

A Japanese Curiosity Shop.
By William Elliot Griffis.
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A JAPANESE CURIOSITY SHOP.
BY WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFIS,

Ix an old country like Japan, where the people are even more fond of orna-
ments and knick-knacks and bric-a-brac than we are of our big articles of fur-
niture, there are many shops for the sale of curiosities. Here is one in the
picture, which ol)ens right on the street. The folding-doors have all been

hed back, and the shopkeeper hears customers inquiring his prices. He

as been dusting his wares by means of the paper duster, which looks like a

home-made fly-bruslr.  He steps forward and stands on the edge of his thresh-
old, inviting the visitors to come in. Meanwhile two other customers, a gen-
tleman and a lady, arc examining a wooden carving in the rear of the store.

Unlike most Japanese shops, which are floored with matting, this merchant
has a floor of hard wood, and so keeps on his sandals indoors, Usually Japan-
ese go about the house in their thick-soled cotion sacks; clogs, sandals and
shoes are laid outside, below the threshold.

See what a varicty of objects of fine art, besides useful articles, there is,  On
the left is an incense-burner of bronze; on the lid is a little fox with curled
tail in the air.  The Japanese are fond of burning swect-smelling perfumes in
their houses. In the temples they burn them to their gods.  Americans call
these smouldering sticks of incense “joss-sticks.””  As usual, the bronze vase
is set on a stand of carved wood.  Down on the floor is a hibachi or fire-bowl,
on which charcoal is burned for warmth, or to boil the water for tea.

On the box to the right of the mun is a suit of armor. In old days the sol-
diers put on the helmet—horned like a beetle or an ox—and laced on the
cuirass and leggings.  The armor was made of thin plates of iron laced together
with silk.  The shoulder-picces were very thick, so as to resist a sword-cut.  In
time of peace it was packed into the box on which it stands.  With armor on, a
warrior must have felt like a turtle in his shell.  All around are lanterns, bro-
cades, swords, flags, drums, images and idols.

It may seem strange that people like the Japanese, who make such pretty,
gay and curious things, should worship or even honor such trash; yet fine
houses or clothes, or even education or art or skill, do not enlighten the soul.
Even the New Zealand cannibals, who once ate human flesh, were very fond
of carving and decorative art.

“The incense and a pure offering™ which now rises to God in many a home
of *“the rising of the sun” (as the word Japan means) ix the incense of prayer
to our Father in heaven, and the pure offering of hearts softencd by the grace
of Jusus. Many an incense-burner from old temples and from homes now
made Christian, as well as many a cast-off idol, reaches us as bric-a-brac.
Among our curiosities it finds a better place than when human beings bow
down before it.
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