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What the Meiji Gakuin Is

From a Letter of Mr. W. E. Hoffsommer

OU may have wondered just

what sort of a school the

Meiji Gakuin is, so in this

letter I shall write of it. It

is a school for boys that in the early

days was supported from the foreign

side by three missions—the Scottish

Presbyterian, the American Presbyter.

ian and the Dutch Reformed Missions.

At present the last two, with the Japan-
ese, are carrying on the work.

There are three departments: The
Middle School of five years, correspond-
ing in general to two years of grammer
school and three years of high school in
the States; the Upper Department of
three years, and the Theological School

Nikko.

of three years. There are about 350
students, all told just now, with thirty-
five Japanese teachers and lecturers on
the pay roll, and six foreigners, three of
each mission.

Almost all of the teaching done by
us foreigners is in English. Our teach-
ing in the Middle Department is the
English language itself, but in the higher
department, we foreigners use English
to teach other branches. For instance,
I shall have for the coming term three
classes in history, one in English litera-
ture and one in rhetoric, using English
text-books in all classes. The import-
ance of the study of English in Japan
may be seen from the fact that twenty-

THE SACRED BRIDGE AT NIKKO.
This graceful bridge is the approach to the Mausoleum of Tokugawa, one of Japan's famous Shoguns.

For three hundred years the tomb has

been an object of pilgrimage and a place of worship.

uch

Christian_schools as the Meiji Gakuin are bridging the chasm between the old civilization of Ja%an
and the Christian civilization she must attain if she is to.remain a great nation, and are leading her
people away from the worship of false gods and human spirits to the pure worship of the one and

true God.



six per cent of the courses in the Middle
School are English courses.

The authority of the school is vested
in a board of trustees, consisting of six
foreigners and six Japanese. The presi-
dent of this board is president of all the
departments of the school. Under him
in the academic department is an officer
who is a sort of manager and dormitory
inspector. Then there is the faculty,
much like faculties at home, I judge.
There is no race distinction among fac-
ulty members; each one stands out pretty
much for what he is worth.

In buildings, we have a chapel, a
theological department with library, an
upper department building, a middle
school building, a gymnasium unfurn-
ished with western appliances, and, in
process of erection, a dormitory, eating
hall, and bath house, to take the place
of those recently destroyed by fire. Two
of these buildings are of brick. All the
buildings, speaking generally, have been
put up by foreign and Japanese money,
the proportion of payments being about
five dollars of foreign money to one dol-
lar of Japanese money. There are four
foreign and three Japanese houses on
the compound which presents a fine ap-
pearance in its setting of pines and
palms.

We are a private school given partial
recognition by the government, and so
granted postponement of conscription of
our students until after their graduation,
and our graduates can try on equal terms
with anyone for entrance into the higher
government schools. Consequently we
must do a prescribed work in the cur-
riculum. The student class in Japan is
certainly overworked; the graduating
class of this year had nineteen different
subjects; they had thirty-six periods of
forty minutes per week. We feel that
we would rather teach the Bible in
regular course, as we do, than obtain
such privileges as would be ours were
we in full recognition by the department
of education.

There are other activities in the school
besides lessons, and Meiji Gakuin has its
Young Men’s Christian Association,

Literary Society, English Speaking So-
ciety, tennis, rowing, semi-annual walk-
ing trip, and up until recently, its base-
ball club. However, it lacks music
clubs, though a chorus is usually in the
making. Social work is done with the
students from the foreign end of the
faculty in quite a consistent manner,
and also by some of the Japanese teach-
ers. At our home, we keep open house
every Friday evening .with .a pretty
steady lot of fellows who come.
Games—some native and some foreign;
music of both sorts, too; conversation,
mixed also, and light refreshments,
with sometimes Bible reading or prayer,
make up the informal set of doings.

One thing which distinguishes all
schools in Japan from those in the
United States of America is the com-
pulsory military drill. From the moment
that a student enters school at six until
he graduates from the Middle School
eleven years later he is being perfected
in the military art. In all schools in
the class room at the opening and the
closing of the recitation the class leader
calls, “Attention,” “Salute.” I remember
when I entered my first class. Suddenly
from the rear of the room I heard the
stentorian “Kiritsu” and suddenly every
student faced me, and then on “Rei”
they bowed. Confusedly I bowed in re-
turn, and supposed that they were giv-
ing the new teacher from America a
special reception. Outside of the class
room the student always removes his
hat in bowing to the teacher.

If you ask me whether I think it is
worth my while to put my life in such
a school and in such a work, I answer,
decidedly and unhesitatingly, yes. Much
better men than I have died in this serv-
ice and much better men than I are liv-
ing in it. And I enjoy the work. There
are as many opportunities for service as
a whole family could wish for, and what
more does a man want? All the results
in an intellectual and spiritual way are
not visible and sometimes ingratitude or
unappreciative students are met with,
but where is that not the case? If it is
worth while to teach youth in America,



it is just as much worth while in Japan,
and more so. A student can get through
Meiji Gakuin, all expenses paid, for Yen
12.00 or 15.00 per month. That is, $6.00

or $7.50.. If you want to put this amount
in young manhood in the East send it to
our Board of Foreign Missions. A bet-
ter investment could not be made.
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Japan
Short Trips From Meiji Gakuin
By MRr. W. E. HOFFSOMMER
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|

RJEW o}fo ‘:},ea :tiinex:at?grapl:
My

not be classed as au-
ESRY

thorities on that sub-
ject, but I have been
to a few and have
also had the pleasure of inveigling my
friends occasionally to drop their more
serious work and see what is “‘on.”” In-
deed, I even went so far not long ago as
to go with one of my history classes to
see Bunyan's Pilgrim Progress. This
was an Italian film. I had seen “‘Chris-
tian’* some time previously as the hero in
a certain industrial strike, and I saw him
later as Satan in Milton’s Paradise Lost.
About half of the pictures shown are
foreign. Indeed there are occasions when
it is advertised as a specialty that all will
be western. I know of none which are
purely Japanese, though I have sat for
an hour straight as twenty-six parts of a

Japanese play were thrown upon the
screen realistically enough to draw sniffles
from different parts of the house.

The buildings used are quite western in
style. In some, the thing begins at ten-
thirty A. M., and continues for twelve
hours! The houses are usually packed at
prices ranging from two and a half cents
to twenty-five cents. Smoking and eating
and drinking soft drinks are permitted, so
you can imagine what the air is like. Be-
tween films waitresses go through the
aisles selling cakes, oranges, knick-knacks
and trivialities. And about half past nine
at night while the lights are on the hum of
conversation is repeatedly broken by the
shrill voice of spme female usher with a
cry like the following: *‘Is Willie Jones,
of 223 Derry Street, in the house? His
mother is waiting for him at the door.”

The machines used, to quote my friend,
are “bum.” After the films have been
worn out, one would think, in the West,
they are sent to Japan for further usec.

STREET IN KARUIZAWA—JAPAN’S MISSIONARY SUMMER RESORT

11



They are calculated to add to the alrcady
large number of blind persons strolling
the streets as lay professors of the art of
massage.

So what you see at home we are sure
to get sooner or later. There is no regu-
lar censorship here but if something 1is
found to be objectionable it is prohibited
by the police.

There was a very interesting thing oc-
curred to-day when one of our Meiji Ga-
kuin graduates called to see me. He was
a member of the first class that I have
taught right through from the beginning
to the fifth year, so I had become inters<ly
interested in this particular group of fel-
Jows. After we had talked a while and
were sipping our everlasting tea, he said
to me: ‘I wish you would write on a
iarge sheet of paper some maxim from

12

Jesus so that I may paste it up in my
100m and follow it.”" After some thought
I wrote:

No man, having put his hand to the
plow, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.— Jesus.—Luke, 9:62.

He insisted that I write my name, for
he said that when he was so unfortunate
as to die he would hand it on to his chil-
dren.

Some students are very earnest in get-
ting memorials. Dr. Mott and Mr. Eddy
spoke to students in Tokyo, and one of
the Meiji Gakuin boys asked me two or
three times almost insisting that I get the
autograph of these men for him. Another
way some have is to get famous men and
some of us who are not famous to write
our names in their hymn books at the
hymn we like best. I think this rather a
clever idea.
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Japan---Short Trips From Meiji Gakuin
The Philosophical Garden Near Tokyo
By MRr. W. E. HoFFSOMMER

OT long ago three of
the students of the
Upper Department
3 N B of the Meiji Gakuin
P m a'sked' me to take a
R< Q) little jaunt with them
&%ml of a Saturday after-
noon. They told me
that there was a place out in the country a
few miles where all sorts of sprites and
hobgoblins were, and that the strange and
uncanny features of the human mind were
there lined up for inspection. I went with
them and found something different from
anything that I have ever seen.

I have not met the founder of the
place—that pleasure awaits me, I hope—
and so I cannot speak words from his
own mouth as to the purpose in material-
izing his philosophic ideas just in the way
he has done, but the conception I gather
now from several visits there is that Prof.
Inoue Enyro has tried to create a retreat
in the garden of an old daimyo’s estate
where men philosophically inclined may ad-
vance their spiritual culture and be re-
minded continually of philosophical ideas.
Perhaps it is an attempt to Japonicise the
Ancient Academy or Lyceum outside the
city of Athens.

The philosophical hall and the accom-
panying buildings and pavilions are sit-
uated for the most part on a low hill from
which eight so-called ‘‘views’* can be seen.
According to the descriptive circular one
is supposed to enter by the gate of ‘“Theory
of Philosophy,” the popular name being
“Gate of Demons,” but like many main
gates in Japan it is for the most part shut,
and the visitor must be content to both
enter and depart by the rather insignificant
entrance called the ““Common Sense Gate.”

Upon entering you will see a notice
telling you to write your name and ad-
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dress and anything else you please in the
guest book ; if you wish the caretaker, ring
the bell; it is gratifying to notice a sign
telling you not to pay her anything for
the tea she brings you. But before taking
tea—or much—we had better see the hall
or temple which gives the name to the
whole place. )

You will be surprised, I am sure, after
I have used such high sounding names for
it, to be told that the square building
yonder twenty-four feet each way is the
“temple.”” The door is opened only on
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays—this
makes it less vulgar. The floor has noth-
ing on it but the regular mats, but in the
centre of the ceiling and suspended from
it are the things which attract attention.
Four posts extend from the ceiling and
make the canopy which always covers
the main image and holy of holies in a
Buddhist temple. These four posts are
the farms of the cardinal points uphold-
ing the heavens. Gilt and silver glass in
the canopy indicate the original nebulous
state of the universe. From these posts
is suspended a red glass spherical lan-
tern to represent the source of mind; be-
low this hangs an opaque square incense
pot to express the physical source. These
two have been derived from the eternal
matter of the universe. Round sticks
radiating from the center of the ceiling
serve not only the architectural necessity
of supporting the roof but also indicate
the manifold forms produced from a com-
mon source. Speaking Buddhistically,
these things taken together are the main
image; speaking philosophically, well,
you probably have the idea.

So that one may bow down before the
ancient and modern, the eastern and
western  philosophies, Dr. Inoue has

chosen Shake (Buddha) for India, Koshi



IMAGE OF A SPRITE IN THE PHILOSOPHICAL GARDEN

(Confucius) for China, Socrates and
Kant. (A parenthetical note says that
Jesus Christ is not chosen because this
hall is a philosophic one and not relig-
ious.) The names of these sages, by the
way, are on large tablets on the four sides
of the canopy, and the particular name
of this building is ““The Hall of the
Four Sages.”

As the above mentioned four sages
are universal, a *‘Six Wise Men Tower"”
has been constructed and up at the top
the paintings of two each from India,
China and Japan are arranged. A bell is
there to call them out when you do
obeisance. You are instructed to strike
it six times at intervals of two so that
the surrounding farmers may not think
there is a fire alarm. Having finished the
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serious part of this tower, the worshipper,
if I may call him such, turns to the other
part of the process of “‘going up to the
temple to pray.”” That is the amusement
side. In this particular place it consists
of quite a vast and heterogeneous collec-
tion of curiosities both native and foreign.
For example, there are collections of tea
cups from the railways stations of Japan,
pipes from the smokers of many nations,
amulets from various temples, post cards
and clothes. But we cannot stop here
too long.

Up a little hill and we are under the
triangular pavilion of the three religions,
Buddhism, Confucianism and Shintoism.

The photos of three great Japanese re-
ligious scholars are here carved in wood.

Now comes what in a certain sense



is the most interesting of all—the gardens
of spiritualism and materialism, some five
or six acres in extent, and the stone posts
indicating philosophical ideas. Here they
are in their order:

Study house.

Fence of Monism.

Cave of devils.

Inexhaustible treasury.

Mound of time and space.

Hall of the universe.

Ghost plum tree.

Valley of relativity.

Ideal bridge.

Absolute province.

Monument of sage and saint.

Station of consciousness.

Intuition path.

Way of congnition.

Barrier of logic.
. Pon::! in the form of the ideograph for
Bridge of general concept.
Subjective pavilion.
Pool of ethics.
Island of reason.
Apriori Spring.
Psychology precipice.
Gulley of dogmatism.
Harbor of scientific learning.
Encyclopaedic thicket.
Street of skepticism.

ism road.

Valley of creation.
Mystery cave.
Aposteriori swamp.
Atomic bridge.

Natural history dyke.

Pond of derived theory.

Objective hermitage.

Garden formed like the ideograph for
“matter.”

Evolutional drain.

Forest of the universe.

Hill of sensation.

Experience hill, Bragging pine.

Universal hall.

Skull’s hermitage.

The gate of commonsense.

But before we go out of that “Com-
mon Sense Gate” (we may need a bit
now of that “sense without which all other
sense is nonsense’’) let us go through the
portal over which a skull tells us to be-
ware both of fire and of death (the Tokyo
word for both is the same), let us sit
down and with our backs to Billiken, the
*‘American god of Happiness,” as he is
labelled in Japan, sip a cup of tea out
of these philosophic tea cups and conjure
what the toad sitting over there on that
skull might be gloating over, or how yon-
der ghost could even use that ghost came
of good maple with those hands fast fad-
ing into nothingness. While the tea
soothes us let us forget the terrible bad-
gers and foxes lined up with that rab-
bit’s foot and Billiken and plan to come
with a lunch and our chess men and spend
a pleasant afternoon down in that lovely
thatch roofed ‘‘Hermitage of Objectivity’
until the sun sends his setting rays upon us
through the **Forest of the Universe.”

19



The Mission Field
Vol.26-10, February 1914
pp.360-363

Sunday School Training in Japan
By Mr. W. E. Hoffsommer

HAT 0O HEZRHHE
Mr. W.E &x7v2r~—

COBEIZBWT, HEIZHOWELWEOHLTH L, THFRDOE 4 D
HWIELT L E) Tlde v, HEEROEEICELTH. 2EHHE
Thbo

FH T, 2T TN TOEHKAD HEERAEHERE S LT b, B
DA CIEE§ 2 EHMO RO EDZER D, L Lah S, HEZER
OBUTHEFAMBO M % EE L T\ b, ZOFIE, HEICIEZ L 0%E
2D . ZOHFED HBARGER I ZHEE G2 T2 06 TH b,
C ORI AEMOBFTCIEL 2 L IZH#ETH 5, SEANTH 2 EHA -5
& o T BNHEROEIZEZI) ANZ06, ERICHER—E LK
BEHBVERIN TN 5,

725 Wi, BEMZ2LOBEIZ. RLEFONZZ LD T —EBIC
WE R, KB HARNEE 725 Y H RIS B ORIE 237> TW 5D D
THY., TLESOENICHN L2012, R bIdHEE 2 EIE L
EV) R ERD R IT IR S v,

ZNW 2, SEDORK, BHPZHEO HBEAEHN - B I #H T T 55
KRB LI, REERBENEBRTH 572, ZHET, 2hEF TR
6 M. B4 L RFAEDERICHEEYHRZ TE 72, AL, 25 EIE,
COWFEI T ARFHELTBY), IAY—--F72 - AbL A Y (Van
Strien) * 255 | & VTV D, HIRFAREMO 720 DB 7 5 A HARE
Tirbh b,

B 7 I Ad, THO 12 LE VI B L WEEMTICHE 5. Lo L.

20



CHUTIEEH 2 S 5 HIEFRIZTO 8RR E 5. €5 10 K
PHOFIEICEINT 5. F LT, 12B:I21E, 79 AT 5 L DI
BEOBFTZHL/NBRICET ), KFEOBEL L DI L, 21 b,
R2FFICR b e, LOIIHL/NTE—EY DI IO 6 0%

NIR72o TWBEIED L) ZHE—IIBE L. 7 7 AZHIGT %,
EZDT T AR TRIZANTZEDIRLIZEOIZE W, 7 XY AT
b, MO EZDOWHTTL. TIICEZ BP0 AN BITFICR D &3
V2LV LI LT THb, TNEIHFW R ETHA )N, BE
THY., EIHEHTH S,

COETOFEREERE L BEIETHRO TN Z LI, V7
FTTA AV RPPRIFEALRAEIN TV RVWEWVW)IFETH L, #
filC L 2%, Wk, BROERTH D, TR, EE L OFBER
REENARDISHT LI LW, #EIREM T v THEREERIER
53, EHIZZDT7 T AR - TR~ 10 AOHli/-BIZZDRD
HERERTUE RSV DlE, EFICHETH S,

F Tl AR O ) 7 % 4 KI5, SEICEE. BHERHED
I-THA VT EBLTYS, ZHELGERS LT A XTI, I
FICHREWI — 7 7% 1, 28RNSR L 72, LIZLIE, %5
BHEFN L EEOHHIERD. TOIIE. KIE 25 Ao mEE»
b, LL, 01, 2HEMEDOI—FT14 7 Tld, I3%OHEE*
HhMRE oI, TOHIIAKDHEFRK S LN TWZOT, KA
7ebid, BB EHME—HIC, H2rLDVFE LD L) ICHETR
Wolz), TR0 Lz,

5 %D HBRFAZEB S B % P dE L7245, 2O 3 ZIdHEFRED
HEETH o720 ZONEIL, EREBYEEHEHIZER L TV AHH)
IZOWTTHY, ETLRWEETH o700 SHERE 2 I ADAIH L7z
X, COFH L TIEOFTELXIE Lz HiZ (8T, 4HZ 2T
BHIALBEWTE T, ALBIHELWTY, SHIZLDIZENTT A,
BEAOPFIZFEARZT W TWEHbWwE -5 L2 b L) T, BKETT
LENHLILENPOMIZTEET, ZITRETTN, HESAEGELL
N AF ML, — B BE2AREL L), £ THUE,

21



EOPTHRY)OFICETTLIENTEIT, LEH)DIE, SHIFEL
AZETHORULBHEEX LWL T, LALWTIN? SdH, —
FICREDAT!] | LRIz 2L T, BBIERENAL, 20
Blx, PR EDBRALZEDOHF T, BKETTo/ENNZIZLH ) 2 ?
W, bW o 7z,

L) =D b xEbEZliE, —ADPEAPELI-FETH D,
Wt DLHIE, HEIIH H2HMEREED ) — 5 —WHFIEORIITH %,
L TIZOWTHATWAE, [YI 7T ADET A FE L7zh? ]
VAW ATH S B, BB T LR ER L, 1 (Ichi)
F—ATT| EBEZTe THIEZHEFED [1 (one) ¥— ] 29 F<H
WIeHARFETH L. O LX) ICHARFE L FFEL GO 72 HARGERBLL,
FHIZENEFE ) HDOTH 5,

BEDHR, REEOTETH o720, BHSHLTCLEY, 714 —%
A LERoTLEST ZNHUIT, RARIILEED Loz FAT2HD
AAPIILEEEZELAIZL T DR o Ll RDZ T AT
X, BHEOEEOKR, BEALBEEZI 2006, BEXEST L7

BHYXY7var

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION, TOKYO.
P.23 HE{TOHMEER RS

JAPANESE SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS.
P.24 HIEFROAARNIGES 25— HIUE H A H R ok s

THE RAW MATERIAL FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.
P25 HBEFEOETHLTLEHH

22



Sunday School Training in Japan
By MRr. W. E. HoFFsoMMER

o) (=== |OKYO is the center
Q) 5| of all things in this
land in a way that
the capitals of the

/4 Iaq West aref m‘)lt. This
1s true of the prog-

l\'QL%;’][W (LQ)A ress in the Sunday
School work as in nearly everything else.
Nearly every missionary in the city is
directly connected with a Sunday School.
This is pretty true of those in the country
as well, but the great number that are
concentrated here on account of the large
number of educational institutions gives
the movement of Sunday Schools an im-
petus that is hard to get in any other

=1}
e
<
.
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place. The Bible is being taught by
these foreigners steadily and consistently
and in harmony with the best pedagogical
methods of the West.

But, of course, the work done by the
missionaries is but a small part of that
actually accomplished. The great army
of Japanese teachers bear the brunt of the
work, and it is to them that we must look
for the conquest.

So it was with a great deal of interest
that I took the opportunity presented this
fall to teach the teachers of the Shiba
Church—where I had been teaching an
English class of high school and college
boys for the last six years. I have in a

Sunpay ScuooL CoNVENTION, TOKYO,
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JaPaNESE SUNDAY ScHOOL LEADERS,

sense graduated from this English class,
and Mr. Van Strien has taken up this
work. The work in the training class is
in Japanese.

We meet at the unheard-of hour of
twelve-thirty noon for the lesson. But
there is a reason. Sunday School is at
eight-thirty in the morning; then comes
the preaching service at ten. At twelve
those that are going to stay for the class
sit down together in the little room at the
rear of the church, and there we have
our rice together. Then at twelve-thirty
we all go up in ‘“the little upper room’ —
really a tower room quite separated from
the rest of the building—and there we
have our class. I am surprised at the
interest that has been taken in this class
by those who have come. Like America
or any other place, those who do not
come are always present with us. Strange,
but true, paradox that it is.

The first thing that strikes an observer
of the teaching in this country is the fact
that the Socratic method is seldom used.
It is lecture, lecture, lecture. So the
about twenty-fivee But this meeting
boasted an attendance of seventy-three
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and for the reason that a real Sunday
School was held—as far as it could be,
with us big people acting from time to
time as if we were little tots and grown-
ups, too.

Five teachers performed, and three of
these were Meiji Gakuin students—some-
thing that speaks well for the work that
our undergraduates are doing on Sun-
days. The woman who impersonated a
problem is to teach by precept and ex-
ample the difficult art of drawing out of
the student, and showing the eight or ten
teachers who come to the class how to
do this.

There are four Sunday School divisions
in this city, and they have educational
and training meetings several times a
year. The last one in the division in
which the Shiba Church and also Meiji
Gakuin is situated had a very interesting
meeting a week or two ago. Often they
have lectures on pedagogical subjects, and
at those times the attendance has been
teacher of children of kindergarten grade
said a very seasonable thing. She said:
“Now, I am glad to see you all here to-
day, for it is pretty cold, isn't it? I see



THE Raw MATERIAL FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

that some of you have colds and are mak-
ing noises with your noses. So I think
that we had all better take out our hand-
kerchiefs and all take a good blow to-
gether, and then be quiet for the remain-
der of the lesson, for I have something
very important to tell you to-day. Ready,
all together, blow!” And then we blew.
And who (of us big ones, at least) would
dare to sniffle after that?

Another thing that made us all laugh
was said by a daughter of one of the
leading Congregational pastors in the city.
The lesson taken was the story of Joseph,
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and the question asked was, ‘‘How many
sons had Jacob?” She raised her hand
and, being called upon to answer, re-
plied, “Ichi dozz.” Which is the En-
glishified for the convenient “one doz.,”
and in such a connection very amusing in
the Japanese language.

The intention was that after the teach-
ing there was to be criticism, but the hour
became late by the time that we had tea,
and so that pleasure—for some of us—
had to be foregone. However, my class
had their say about the teaching the fol-
lowing week over our teacups and rice.
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PIRESNT VD, ZIUNTHPEEZRERD, L FVATh-EEE
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EELNs, BEOSEL BV 5. 1IZ7 1) EOBHENDOFMRE
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A COTTAGE MEETING
P29: L /NEBRFETOES

PASTOR, BIBLE WOMEN ENGAGED IN SUMMER WORK AT GOTAMBA
P29 : T MBS COEDREEHIZHERT e NI TV - v —< v 72h

RAILROAD STATION MEN AFTER A MEETING
P30 #&BofhERL

RETURNING FROM A SERVICE
P31 #L¥EFELH DI E
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Short Trips From Meiji Gakuin

By W. E. HoFFsoMMER

Pictures in the Izu Field

(taa@@ e IFTY years ago the
@% %) sign boards against

Christianity were not

F yet taken down,

& S| though foreign t}ilxp(i
(@%] ™, lomatic pressure ha
@L@_ﬂj% made the execution
of the punishments

less strict than it had been before. At that
time Dr. Ballagh was rewarded by the
first convert in the Izu field in the form

of Serizawa Saibei. I know both these

Pastor, BisLe WoMEN ENGAGED IN SuMMER WORK AT GOTAMBA



men simply as old men who now have
get-up-and-go about them enough to
shame those of us who have done most of
ours on the gridiron. I tramped over
Amagi pass with these men when one was
sixty-nine and the other was celebrating
his seventy-ninth birthday by doing this
“*stunt”” about which I would have boasted
to my urbanite friends—had I not been

With Kurihara—a Blind Man Who Sees

(© @3 HE  missionary in
L)E2DDI)(ES)  educational work
must do his coun-

T

try touring when the
school schedule gives

En ({é) him freedom. This
) [E==D)([EX time it was the
Christmas vacation

that saw me out in the real country with
one of the princes of evangelism—
Kurihara, our man at Kashiwakubo, in
the Izu field. He had been a school
teacher there for fifteen years. The last
three of these he was pestered by a cer-
tain farmer by the name of Uhara. This
farmer had a persistent idea that Kurihara
ought to be a Christian and so he kept at
him every Sunday for three years to come
to the little meeting that the few Christians
in that district had. Finally Kurihara
came and that changed the course of the

man’s life and the lives of three of his
children. Uhara led Kurihara to Christ
and the persecutors of those days were not
slow to take note of the fact that the
names were very similar and to make what
capital they could out of it.

The camera tells many interesting things
in the history of the spiritual regeneration
of men and of nations but there will
always be many pictures that will remain
nowhere else than in someone’s memory.
And such a one I shall describe now.
Here is the thatch roof of the farmer
Uhara’s house for a background. If you
had stood on the road twenty-five yards
away you would have seen four men,
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in such fast company. Well, the point
of this paragraph is that these two men
in the old days stood alone in that district
one evening and hanging their lantern
on one of these government edicts pro-
hibiting this pestilential religion—they
proclaimed it there that night. Of course
they were stoned, but there was one con-
vert came out of it.

three of them sitting and just finishing
eating luscious dried persimmons that the
old man, Uhara, who is standing, had
taken from the pole near the edge of the
garden. And, of course, the tea cups
were there. Those seated are the mis-
sionary, his travelling companion evan-
gelist, and Kurihara. A word of ex-
hortation is suggested. Kurihara takes the
lead, opens his well worn Bible, and
standing by the side of his old father in
the faith opens anew to him the Word.
So near-sighted is he that his head bobs
up and down as he follows the vertical
lines not more than an inch from the page.
From time to time he stops as he is read-
ing the first of Philippians . . . . “‘Chnist
shall be magnified in my body. . . . For
me to live is Christ,” and with uplifted
hand drives the Scriptures home. I notice

that there are tears in the old man’s eyes.

RaiLroap Startion MEN AFTER A MEETING

We four sing from one book—one read-
ing the letters, two of us sideways and one
upside down, and then with bowed heads
crave that Spirit that animated the writer
of the words. It was the ‘‘Angelus”



doubled.

That house of Uhara is a point of light
on the landscape of Izu. One of Kuri-
hara’s boys is in the Meiji Gakuin; one
has graduated; his eldest daughter is a
graduate of Ferris Seminary and is now
doing work as a Bible woman in Mat-
sumoto with Mrs. Wyckoff. Her fiance
is in Edinboro studying theology; they be-
came engaged down there in the lonely
country as he was doing Summer work
during his theological course. A strong
Christian, happy home will be born, and
what an influence that is in any land. In
such ways the Kingdom advances.
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RETURNING FROM A SERVICE



The Mission Field
Vol.27-6, October 1914
pp.230-231

A Christian Teacher’s Influence
By Mr. W. E. Hoffsommer

VURAFv VRO EN
Mr. W.E &x7v2r~—
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ZRFE R SRV, ZHUEINE TRAEZB IR T E 2% 3
TILEEERT L] Lo TNEEARES 2VWEETES TH D, 4 ADH
HiE. HEZRICED VRO T, BHOBRAEGE BN L O SHE
B b ONE—LE3E7, )~ ANOEFIT, #EEREFEL TR
720 TO—[IE, ROBET, BHOI—F ARZHRR L. HEOHIZ
B LTwb, EE, REERSOTFHASFIBMLELTCLE->720
T, BAERES ORI BEE) T EIETE R, 205, MEoiEfA—2A
7 — O OFIFTH ) BT 23 F 2D, HEHEZMRYEL T, 4H
TET ) OERIZEDLE T, R 23 F 2 RFEITH RIT7e,

ST ZOHBFROMMIZHEFE 2L L2 VHROEETZLOBAN
Mmby. EHIEIADOTROBEINZ T, RERIIEOEBEERL 72,
T, BEOH OB ETHRICHIESNLZA M) —F - 727 T, 7
XFaTOR)FE L TEHELBRIEL TARVRLWVHIRETH 72,
WHIZRLAERISELDIZIE, 1 r HOBMAZZEL72H, DWW
HIEHZ o, 7THZ2EBX5E, b8 NI EEFFVTHI ) —H
FWIZHOI—— ZFLTIIRIZZ L, BB IEFTOEETNVT
EH O T2,
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MR. HOFFSOMMER AND HIS BIBLE CLASS
P34 IARY— - RTVIRX=EHEDNA T - 7 FADER L
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A Christian Teacher's Influence

By MRrR. W. E. HoFFSOMMER

MRr. HorrsoMMER AND His BiBLE Crass

2 —7]

HERE are some young
fellows in my regu-

i
0

RS
gﬁ L?EJ lar Shiba Church
3 I Bible Class that
gﬁ %I '?IEe very ix}llteresting.
[?l hat is, they were
k@gzﬁ@d in the class, but
I  unceremoniously

graduated them by telling them I didn’t
want them any more, and they must teach
in the regular Sunday School and ex-
ercise what I had given them. So four
went there and they have changed their
church life from the passive voice to the
active. One of them leads the singing.
This bunch have also formed a male
chorus at my suggestion and so help out
of a Sunday morning. Indeed, since I
have removed from the vicinity and so
cannot practice with them, they prepared
the Twenty-third Psalm as a chant, and
on Easter morning, unaccompanied by the
organ, they sang it.

34

But this crowd, and a few others of the
young men of the church who cannot
speak English, have shown themselves
beautifully when I suggested that we try
our hand at amateur selling of Testaments
at the night street fair held once in a while
in front of the church building. It took
about a month to get their courage up to
the sticking point, but finally a night was
decided upon, and shortly after seven
o'clock eight of us knelt in prayer—volun-
tary and earnest—and at eleven o’clock
we knelt in thanksgiving.

We formed ourselves into a choir and
before long we had all the crowd we
needed, and it stayed with us all evening
as each one spoke of the Bible and its
contents, and urged the people to buy it.
Actually, not so many were sold, but the
preaching of the Word in the open to the
crowd was a fine advertisement for the
cause and the church before which we
stood, and its influence in a reflex way



was fine, too. We were all getting the
perfect love that casteth out fear.

One of these fellows, not yet baptized,
but whom I expect to be in a month, is
quite typical of the earnest young men of
the nation who are influenced by Chris-
tianity. His doubts and questions center
about free will. For instance, on last
Sunday he asked me whether God knew
the people of Nineveh would repent. One
day up in the choir corner we had a long
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talk after service, and he promised me to
receive baptism, which, in his case, is
open confession, for he believes in his
heart. He has prayed in our class meet-
ings since, and this was something he
would never do before.

Students have other interests, too, and
to-day as a faculty representative of the
Meiji Gakuin, I helped to lay out a new
ball diamond, for the old one is being
crowded out by the new recitation hall.



The Mission Field
Vol.27-8, December 1914
pp.296-297

Christmas Entertainments in Japan
By W. E. Hoffsommer

HATODIUAIADEL
WE X7V r~—

HAMNMIBEUTERFEDO L) ICAICIZEZ S, ZoM@EmIE, 271 A
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BHYXx 7 var

TABLEAU REPRESENTING JACOB AND ESAU
P38 Yo7 &y oy

TABLEAU REPRESENTING ABRAHAM GOING TO SACRIFICE HIS SON,
ISAAC
P39 L TTINLPETFAY 7 2EFRICL X LT 25m

TABLEAU REPRESENTING THE FIVE FOOLISH VIRGINS
P39: F 5 AD&EMN% 75 Ok
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Christmas Entertainments in Japan

By W. E. HoFFSOMMER

TABLEAU REPRESENTING JACOB AND Esau

[11_—\75;‘ T seems to me that the

@ﬁ?@]:aﬁ(/g Japanese have a nat-

ural leaning toward
A A
L
ReS

the histrionic art.
o

This characteristic
comes out in a very
marked way at the
time the Christmas
entertainment is given. There is never any
performance without some highly worked
up scenes illustrating some of the more
dramatic parts of Bible history. These
are given in full costume—the costumes
differing very widely, according to the
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amount of money that has been contributed
for the expenses, and the artistic and eth-
nological knowledge of the one in charge.

.And, by the way, the amount of money
that is contributed to the entertainment is
nearly always out of all proportion to the
regular contributions for the year. But at
that time many non-Christians are induced
to come to the celebration and they can al-
ways see the Gospel story presented even
if the voice does not carry to the outer rim
of the crowd. One is reminded very
strongly of the presentation of the Miracle
Plays of the middle ages.



TABLEAU REPRESENTING ABRAHAM GOING TO Sacrrrice His Sox, Isaac

TaBLEAU RePreseNTING THE Five Foorism VIrGiNs
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The Mission Field
Vol.27-12, April 1915
pp.498-499

Why Do You Come to This Bible Class?
Answers to This Question as Given by Students in Classes Conducted by
Prof. W.E. Hoffsommer

BREBEBIRNAAN - VS AICEMI O ?
DS ARERITFORIYV I I—BERHDEOHEWNICHT S
ERIEBOISE

F—WRFERO KR 7V~ —HZE. KT 74 7T CTHROEH
DIzDOIWINA TN - 7T A%ANTW S, TR 5EEZE2H
DIBEIL, FFEEZ FDT2 VL) REE L 2Ok« 2Bt 1512
INA T - 7 FGANDBINER LIz E IR LTWh, bhaAIZ,
A2 ¥ WITRE L7 EEODRALDELTTH S,)

FURAMEIZOWTHIN 2T o FHEL TV, LHEOHIEH.
B, NA T - 75 A0BHMObEEBEIC L, FLT, & THELL
B, B2t sZ 2o, Y. S

L LIE, BEPLMPZFZON) 2B o725 THY, iz
T, HEDFOT2W L THLH, S KM

TODBELEFNTNA TI - 7T AR o THz, —DIFEmE L2
RZE, ) DIEFEFEEFRIETH L, T.O.

RAY = RTIVUR=DIOEFNIIRLLHIIZEBS Le o7z
5Tdhb. T.W.

40



A= - FIUNTOBRY LT EHFEEZF TV E W) REED2 S
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LB KANOYIE %5201 Co
2BEFELIGECFUVOT, T.M,

WLz 5728, M. T.
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BEHEYxy 7T av

PROFESSOR HOFFSOMMER AND THE FIRST YEAR CLASS IN ENGLISH,
MEIJI GAKUIN
P43 K7V r~—#Z L HEER 1 FAOFFEORE

MEMBERS OF THE FENCING SOCIETY, MEIJI GAKUIN
P44 WinZkEORERE
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Why Do You Come to This Bible Class?

ANSWERS TO THIS QUESTION AS GIVEN BY STUDENTS IN CLASSES
CcONDUCTED BY Pror. W. E. HoFFsoMMER

ProFessoR HOFFSOMMER AND THE FIRsT YEAR CrLass IN EncrLisH, MEIJT GARUIN

(Note—Prof. Hoffsommer of Meiji
Gakuin conducts voluntary Bible classes
for young men of the school. These an-
swers illustrate the character of the stu-
dents’ English and the various motives
that prompted them to join the class. The
initials are those of the students making

reply.)

I have been longing to know of Christi-
anity. Last Sunday it happened that I

saw the notice about this Bible Class.
And being very glad, I came here at
once. Y. S.

Because I want to get something from

the Bible, and I want to learn English.
S. K. M.

I came to the Bible class with two de-
sires, first is in order to study Bible, sec-
ond is to learn English. !

For Mr. Hoffsommer told me to come
this meeting.

For kind advice of Mr. Oribara and
for my want of learning English. Y. M.

I am a Christian, but a young one, so
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there are so many that I cannot under-
stand - in meaning in the Bible and about
Christianity. And I want to know them
earnestly. So I come to this Bible Class
and I shall taught by the teacher all about
what I cannot understand. M. T.
I come here with the purpose of study-
ing English. M. K.
To study the Bible. Y. U.
For kind advice of Mr. Miki, and for
my want of learning English.  S. O.
Because I want to study Bible and to
train religious idea. K
Because my faith is shallow and want
about Bible, so I want to hear the lecture
of Bible and religious story, and I want
deepen my faith. M. M.
Because I wish to acknowledge the ex-
istence of God, believe Him and be
favored with His grace. To my glad-
ness, I know English a little; so I attend
your lecture. M. N.
Because I want to understan% n'inral.

I want to see God more clearly through



MemBERs OF THE FENCING Sociery, MEy1 GAKUIN

the Holy Words than ever. Because I 2. For my want to study the Bible and
think that a man can see and service and English. T. M.
believe in God through both pray and To strengthen my fath. M. T.
Holy Word. T.S: Because though I am a Chrstian I have
1. By the kind advice of a friend of little knowledge of Bible and know not
mine. the method to study it. xS
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John Raleigh Mott (1865 ~ 1955) KE==2—3— 27 MDA F i, YMCA 7% 5
NZEEEF ) X P#HuES) (Student Christian Movement : SCM) O iy f35
Fo 1946 4F ) — NOVFERIE S E

WERFOARE . BURGARRE X [ 5a| 2 85 BRI I X
HARE o TV,

A2 FORE L MR, HEOET L RT HAROREAT & G

KEA 7 v FYEHERIMEER OREIC & D 1912 (KIED) FI2KH LCE
#bifi (Year Book of the Council of Missions (Presbyterian and Reformed) Cooperating
with the Church of Christ in Japan Thirty-six Annual Report issued by the
Publications Committee in the Council 1913, p.105)

FRM2S— T HISEE$ O Tld 2 <o $Al & AEPEDSKGE 2 Bl ) 2 23 5 i 2 E & 1
LT < #dik:
James Hamilton Ballagh 1906 4 H 4 CO{REE B A58 H AL, LT b 7 —
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ook HEBmMPMm], Bt 2003 45, 205 H)
IR s 1875 (WG 8) it CERHREFEWMERAEM [HAXY
A MEHI= B EAER] 1985 4, 500 H)

7 4 ) EDEHENOTAE 1 3 20 ~ 21 i GIrdLREF)

7 2 ) ALEEBE DT H

B H R BT OV E) & DT 72 R

KEINR VRN T 1 RO
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Graduating Class, Steele Academy, Nagasaki.

Tl Rl ok Bz H
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.25-2 1912 P65

Mr. Peeke and Japanese Theological Students.

WILFBED ¥ — 7 EH & fherif 72 b
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.25-3 1912 P107
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JAPANESE WRESTLING—STEELE ACADEMY FIELD Day

HBE—RIIZEBEOEB &

THE MISSION FIELD Vol.26-5 1913 P.159

- oy 23

STEELE AcADEMY FIELD Day

WL BE D EB) 2
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.26-5 1913 P160
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OBSTACLE RACE—STEELE AcADEMY FIELD Darv

B W E— I e O E B &

THE MISSION FIELD Vol.26-5 1913 P.160

WINNERS OF THE ‘“MARATHON”—STEELE ACADEMY FIELD Dar

~ TV Y OBE T LRI O EE S
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.26-5 1913 P161
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At THE CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL FOR LEPERS

RO EE S b EF I CE b o 72
N UIRRBEDOO X ) A S FEEE

THE MISSION FIELD Vol.27-1 1914 P21

Karvuizawa A. A. aAND WasEpa SECOND
BHR T S 72 EHN & PRI OB E
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.27-2 1914 P.69
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STEELE ACADEMY, GRADUATES AND Guests,
WIEEBE DA & R
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.27-3 1914 P.102

Tus Horer Dinzva Room .

HH ORI COAF
w7V —EHEMOTIFRIZL DY 4 —F v ThkiFo—H

THE MISSION FIELD Vol.27-6 1914 P.215
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THRESHING RicE NEAR THE SHORE
HT Y EHEATA D L O
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.27-6 1914 P216

Ruixs or CoLLEGE DEPARTMENT, MEWI GAKUIN

1914 411 H24 H DK THELE L 2R F o4
THE MISSION FIELD Vol.27-10 1915 P415
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