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Abstract

Two experiments explored whether or not, and if so, how older adults have difficulties in comprehending

negative sentences in a questionnaire situation as opposed to young adults. Participants were asked to judge
whether a single sentence presented in the center of PC screen was true or false while their eye movements
during the task were measured. Sentences were about either general knowledge or themselves. The results
showed the difficulty in judging negative sentences in response time for both age groups (Experiments 1 &
2) and accuracy for older adults (Experiment 2). Particularly older adults showed the difficulty in judging
negative sentences with unbounded adjectives and with regard to personality traits about themselves. This
study revealed that logical reasoning for older adults seemed to be as good as that for young adults while
judging general knowledge, cognitive load was higher in processing negative sentences for both age groups,

and the cognitive load was even higher in processing sentences about themselves for older adults than for

young adults.

Key words : Questionnaire, Older adults, Negative sentence, Sentence comprehension



