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Je ne suis que du temps qui a passé a travers moi. Annie Ernaux

I Prolepsis and Analepsis
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The maps reveal rumours of topography, the routes for invasion and
trade, and the dark mad mind of travellers’ tales appears throughout Arab
and Chinese and medieval records. The island seduced all of Europe. The
Portuguese. The Dutch. The English. And so its name changed, as well
as its shape, —Serendip, Ratnapida (“island of gems”), Taprobane, Zeloan,
Zeilan, Seyllan, Ceilon, and Ceylon —the wife of many marriages, courted
by invaders who stepped ashore and claimed everything with the power
of their sword or bible or language.

This pendant, once its shape stood still, became a mirror. It pretended
to reflect each European power till newer ships arrived and spilled their
nationalities, some of whom stayed and intermarried —my own ancestor
arriving in 1600, a doctor who cured the residing governor’s daughter
with a strange herb and was rewarded with land, a foreign wife, and a
new name which was a Dutch spelling of his own. Ondaatje. A parody of
the ruling language. And when his Dutch wife died, marrying a Sinhalese

woman, having nine children, and remaining. Here. At the centre of the
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rumour. At this point on the map. (RF, p.64)
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He snaps on the electricity just before daybreak. For twenty five years he has
not lived in this country, though up to the age of eleven he slept in rooms like
this —with no curtains, just delicate bars across the windows so no one could
break in. And the floors of red cement polished smooth, cool against bare feet.

(RF, p. 17; italics in the original)
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This is their book as much as mine. My own family too had to put up
with compulsive questioning of everyone we met, hearing again and

again long lists of confused genealogies and rumour. (RF, ibid.)
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While all these names may give an air of authenticity, I must confess that
the book is not a history but a portrait or “gesture.” And if those listed
above disapprove of the fictional air I apologize and can only say that in

Sri Lanka a well-told lie is worth a thousand facts. (RF, p. 206)
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... the darkness does not lift but becomes yet heavier as I think how little
we can hold in mind, how everything is constantly lapsing into oblivion
with every extinguished life, how the world is, as it were, draining itself,
in that the history of countless places and objects which themselves have
no power of memory is never heard, never described or passed on. (4, p.

24)
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It does not seem to me, Austerlitz added, that we understand the laws gov-
erning the return of the past, but I feel more and more as if time did not
exist at all, only various spaces interlocking according to the rules of a
higher form of stereometry, between which the living and the dead can
move back and forth as they like, and the longer I think about it the more
it seems to me that we who are still alive are unreal in the eyes of the
dead, that only occasionally, in certain lights and atmospheric conditions,

do we appear in their field of vision. (4, p. 185)
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I Let the Dead Bury Their Dead
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Eighteenth- and nineteenth-century narratives of the picaresque charac-
teristically attempt to give verisimilitude to their presentations by mak-
ing it look as if the protagonist is telling their own story: to make their
inner life, their subjectivity, more empathetic; to bring the experiences
closer to the reader. Modernist autobiographical works tend to distance
the work from the author so as to gain objectivity on material that is dis-

turbingly close to the author.””
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R ZBEIZ BT %, AT, TREOHE] TR Y LORRO KA, HEY
A ENLDIZ EITIGHE LRV, K T2 b0 L 3] IENEFTINTO
RABRALZDEIFHESATATOHS, (3517, ot onkEaxSE b
TJxa—3INTN5B,) T, RABEORHAN TS0 OMENS 5,
Wz, TREOWE] 05 v4 LK, 7XY A7 AOEBEANS v — (U
Lo R—F L RITESTDY g v YWY »—IZHYT B) ExtlbEh, 74
) AREERICEN S i E N REE DO Y L, KEHEHOHED P [aHi
AFIVZAALGLEEZHZELLD &8, FHAR LI OVHFEAELIILEXD &
SICHRTFB, (TKAEBOELE] ITBNTRA Y —RBEA D IR, ¥
LOAIBIKICK E B HBERIZE B OHETH 5,) [ki-boELE]
B9 2 [ K75 —] $8bBINEMMNICHES W ERORE S UTHEN % 3
BIAFY RN v 7 VTR, PHEY A4 I -DORIEEHS, &b F
U ZANRIED FHIED D #RERET 2N TH S, VA I—/IVL/Vx
A LREPOT—EOES LcZ EOBWEEA 75 RO OHEK
ERETHNDOA FY AN LOBEICEAT LD TH b, Zh o __DDHIEH
NGRS « W —4 O EARXERE U—H B ZARR, M 28— ARRTRE
TWaM, & 1940 FRAEEEHR S BICR > T, WEBTHE D HREBH]
REHHICGZ 5, TREOWE] 20T, NI— N TAEOFE] 2k
WTIHE->T 3,

Once I decided that the novel would be autobiographical, everything fell
naturally into place. In much of the novel I was describing events I could
still see in my mind’ s eye. There were a huge number of memories that
I needed to knit together, and some of the events described are imaginary,
but although Empire of the Sun is a novel it is firmly based on true expe-

riences, either my own or those told to me by other internees. (ML, p. 250)
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TR o#E] cHirhiztkFicdig LolkEbash s nAG 0%
Wik & CWPMEA DT A DRI HE ST B EDFWHIR, KBROK
BrEEHRE LR NER S B0, TREOWE] TRYWEAHE 5 HEIN, 1F
FHHIC L2 HRISOMIENENEE S h 5,

Empire of the Sun draws on my experiences in Shanghai, China, during the
Second World War, and in Lunghua C.A.C. (Civilian Assembly Centre)
where I was interned from 1942-45. For the most part this novel is based
on events I observed during the Japanese occupation of Shanghai and

within the camp at Lunghua. (ES, p.5)

HRMGHI R K E L FR, BEORFEE LTCEZBOANV L 2B EASL, M
B BEAY = v bELTHAFINBRIITZU#MEN S & &I, AR
BOTH I LCRIECAENG Y, KROTRIMWAICB N TH—7
DA Py b e NI ZF—=6FRLTWAE LI, TREDHE] I
BOTH» MBI >0 T [EENFEOEM] 24T 5565 -
7 ®y BN ST > THEE M5 [ HEFEOER | PEERS LV
EE ORI X 5T, NT— FAEEREE LT &7 SF /N & otk
TRBEOME] 1ITIZBIS>DTH B, (2 Otk d 75 b bIREIER O B4 5
i, TAAEOFH] TETHZSATHS,)

TREGOMEE] T8O TEMEBEESI>EBbNED1E, YVLABWHEIES
NT—AHERNT S V7 ERA =T [#bh 3] 5 1% &5 2 kL
B, 194548 Ao 9 HER Y ES b b, IWEHN»S I—o v/ SRREA
RLMEHBE S ohA ) VEy BB TS S o hZ o0& EZEN
TEENETL, VAHGEBUEORTICE e~ ANEIIRET 2, Wbk
KM Hichez [#bb o), 2L T REMES] Th s, [
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ICATRES BIREL, RRFOHIEE, FEE SR, IhEHROBMTHEDITES
DIEE G RISV, AR EEF BRI AR, R - FEE
SALHT 2, B3 E [KEOWE] BZO/NHDOIA ML EDEFETHS
n, HTHTCRIC K ICRHEARFETIRELS, ZOMELEBEITT oL
B~ OFERE T (2 LTV LITE > THRGHSEONMN, 5 3 it R,
B X A HPHERD TIK) TH B, VAR INE TEIES Z72HITMT
bLTEN, REHSO ML N> TED 25 ThiIWFERD S
SNB ERVFED TS & &, 8%, PPEAAY Y EY 7 X7 DT LTk
M5,

It faded within a few seconds, but its pale sheen covered everything
within the stadium, the looted furniture in the stands, the cars behind the
goal posts, the prisoners on the grass. They were sitting on the floor of a

furnace heated by a second sun. (ES, p. 267)

HADMGMERE, X5 VT L0HNDMER, 8 HOMIIOLER T 2 KH &
FERNZES BRI, DR, R VT LEE S S ONBEFRLIEFE DS A L
bITKRIMET 2 F EbE I ELMT 5, (ES, p.276) BRLAERAS Y=Y L
i, K& 0muoba2 > Tk, $XTERh-TAKR K] LiEs,
(ES, p.323) FEEANDRMITE T LT 5, 536 BT, FUKICEN SO
Bh, TFHIRRZIEMA THRATH A5 BARED S h, fafholizc b4 H
B2 0 LIWHSHRZ TORNS, EWEKAADE N,

He remembered his fears that his soul had died in the stadium at Nantao,
even though his body had survived. If his soul had been unable to escape,

and had died within him, would feeding his body engorge it like the
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corpses in the hospital? (ES, p.303)

HWANTIEATLE > T ADICAKICEYZLEZTLW D — Zh
ERELE O DT TIE S B0 h 5 3 HRKIEITNY 2 55 41 3 [HiR 1T
IZEWT, YARHAAMEANS oy OFERERRL, HO 5 EOX
Tl ERBL, ZOMESRL Oy MABEAKESHSOEBHIEATLE S &
BuvuAs, RO % U EHORREZRANS B LS LA 5,

Jim gazed at the young pilot, doing his best to grasp the miracle that had
taken place. By touching the Japanese he had brought him to life; by
prising his teeth apart he had made a small space in his death and allowed

his soul to return. (ES, p. 339)

VLARHESEMRETE AN LKL, OAKST, LML LTTTIIAT
LE-HBLLUATEEZLESESNZ NG LAKL, THHENS IS S
s, ERREMEDOI ST TBHET B, WIBINAEITNIZHERE S h b
NEED, BT AEMIC > THEFICO DAV EEZRT, KoRBASH-
TEGPSEWVHTE D, LHET 5, HikiNCE 21, DEOHMIZIE
IHEMFETEVEDONTNS, HE0E, IR TLE >, LN,
ZONRORHEE, AENREBL TS BRHIOBEICES, DFh, VAR
HZED O FMABE D A A — D IZNbh, 1 E&OIKERD ISR %
AT DTH B,

VLR LR EE T oW T ERET O, Usigrs< s I—
EbSoThiel &, REORITEA~ORNIZIA, WA &S0 S 0EE
E, BIEEL OS5 TH S, RITHEANORE SENE TRBOFE] 1
BWELTOAY, [KieboBLE] 053 [NATO KA—1 X THH S,
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ThHb, I, /NF— FH3 1953 4 & BRI/ T RAF GEEZER) ITA
BRL XA oy bOFIFIZZ T TORBRICESH TN S, RE TR ZF
BAR [ROKE] 1T7r 7Y v VRETEREEZFATOIE EORBRBIKE
LT3 ki, W, Ry TdE=v Y, BEAOFLR-TEL LM
FTEBZ DD, DEFHROEARR LY & FRITHE & FEIRAN O RHICEK O 37
TieDip, R ERATHE SR DR H & ORI % LT 5 & &1
B D M BALIZ DA > TUE » 72D

RITHEE A THBIE G /2, NT— FORHDOVEDTHY, ThizED
DI 775y val it sHERRREHREEEHHILTHEDITE > TWH
5, BlEORITEVS FERTIE MTREREKER] K@U 5, TREOWE]
DOPHEEANEF PR O THRENE BRRAEEFICR )WL Sh 5 4L
ZkoTHY, —ADLERHABHAFML T, L, AEHEEZELTS
ZAEETHMICEBL TS ? FiE, NT— NI, TREoWFE] i
JENLO THRT, RO HEFEOMAARR E L TEMILLTWS, 2D A b
3 (FERBEE ] (b BW0IE [FEH B ORI, 1977) TH B, —AWTIHES
N5ZOHEMHETIE, VL&V I—LBPEINETLDOBVEZD 1K
DOFAFERIA L & biThitaE L THE SRS 0 B INEFTIZl ) 5 <, b, iy
DN EBZLBDD, HEDERIZDLWILETZIEDM, XTI, I TIZIE
IZ22HBHPDOLR, br0EIRELSHOOoNIEFTENS T 1V 3 v TlE
R Ip, TREDRLEMGE > THBDTIRIEUL D,

(LR 530 Lo [JEE B DML, UTOLHWbDTH B, 1945 4
8 AT fl, HARDHAMRERE, KEERETESBLEE, ] BNETO
HTili 2 EH7 0 3FHFE VR TNBEY, Fihic L ZAITNHFESN T S HH]
LRiCHa L T[] BHARAERRKICHEZ D, boEBE2HALON 5, ©
i3, 297 LIE Sz i-HKIE &0k (REARET» S 0kl
BB D S 1IMTIEATE S LORCRRIEMEE2B) 259 7T, MHICH 5
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TaTRY v NEHIGESEOIEHTH S, Hidh Py eI FLLbic
COMEBEHAGELBIEZTE0, AL NI v 7 TOREBEOHNTS
5o @M, FElRE NT v 7SO A, ThoNRNAE OISR THER DK
MAEENTLE ->7DT, SEIETHRNERROMAT, H7E < FEk %R
MOROET v 7IZET RS LTS, €0k, "NV UDNHEET LTy
7EFEFNTLE -7 ] 30&D, R EEHE NT v 7 THEIIHY
SN TORIEFITID I D, R ICIER E OBENE, JERA O BG4
ZMBD 5B, THbL, [FFRBELRIETHEZELLLID b EAEETNED
72] &o (CS, p.936) BIZEEM /- BicBEbEH I - o & xiTid, EH
LOHRIZGEZBDIEE E L TRBOEELEEN S, S S5ICARDBOHTHE
ADEANEZDRIRS LEDHAERSY, T v 7IZFE S, whELIAED
hefkiy, B EEKRICL, Z L TOREZDMR YN ohE EHLcE
BZBo HiThi-o TR ERERICEE S %, B2 —ARDIT,
D EOKEBIAN BIEFNITE S A, Dl [ > % b i h 7o dek
CHITMDb D ZE T - o LKL, RIBASOHOGNNSHAEZREELEL,
VEDBEOMITH LD 5, HAEEET 2~ T v 7 ED0ICHEO L 2 AT
Iz > <,

At last, through this child and my body, the dead were coming to life,
rising from their fields and doorways and coming to greet me. [ saw my
mother and father at the gates of the camp, and knew that I had given my
death to them and so brought them into this world. Unharmed they had
passed into the commonwealth of the living, and of the other living be-
yond the dead.

I knew now that the war was over. (CS, p. 939)
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Feal Ute TRBOME] 0%, &0 b H A BEFET 2E I, i
W ICEBAENS, ELEARTESNS TRBOWE] TR, EHEk
LoD IR Bh NI Y LT, S UHLEAMIT [ AOMBIAR-> T3 X,
Vb, A[RZIT, EHEAWFLKD-T-oTIE, ESLTHELHRVLAL
) (ES, p.342) Ll Tcihnd, 20, sEHEOMRELAEFOHE L
ORI —EDBEMOREZITE > TOLETHENEDTH S, [FEHBHE] 1T
BT, BERBEOIOXERIZED, Kb oEE ] DL > T <,
B DO BIE] (b2 03 TEREBRINIED L) 23T — FIEm
EHMOT A EEOVEDET L, NT— RiZHEI/NG TR OWE]
EThbDBLE] 2RETILUMNSZ L, AENBMEMEHOTORLIE
8%, UL, HENCHEZ AKROEFEIEEZTEE L TREL, KIEPKAD
FEMZELSFHASNAGO T EbebiciiiEI N TAEDRED 1213,
HAT O] BEEIhZL, £E2AT, NF— NI TREOHE]
R & 4D 1984 4E12, [J+ G« B Ok 722 i) &9 e THOER
EHEOTHEY, p2HHEDEEBRIATDOH S Y = /X— b oo AfH
—ABWVIELIE - TDE Z EITK DKo BHGAMIE Z - 72 D DHETERIRGYR
BIEL DM, TNV 74 FOHL O30T 4 ) BREIZE->TEOREHED
HMUETKEGHIEO, BROEY Y Y « 70—V =D KX LOFE
ML —H—HEEXED S, ZHIZEPOK, T L TXLEMD, HE—Of
MEBbTH S, REO—TICH D [HHORYKOHF] Li3fmr», [#b
hoJEs ] #E&EITE I LTRLETRIL,

Thus the year ended peacefully, and B was ready to begin his true work.

(CS, p. 119D

21



RIEDOZER E T G /N T — KOk

G

(1) See Susan Sontag, On Photography (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
1977); Roland Barthes, Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography, trans
Richard Howard (New York: Hill and Wang, 1981); Marianne Hirsch, The
Generation of Postmemory: Writing and Visual Culture After the Holocaust
(New York: Columbia University Press, 2012).

(2) Michael Powell, Peeping Tom (1960); Michelangelo Antonioni, Blow-Up
(1966).

(3) Chris Marker, La Jetée (1962). See Janet Harbord, Chris Marker La Jetée
(London: Afterall, 2009).

(4) Laurence Sterne, The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman
(1759-67) ; Virginia Woolf, Orlando (1928).

(5) See Max Saunders, Self Impression: Life-Writing, Autobiografiction, & the
Forms of Modern Literature (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), chap 11.

(6) See Avrom Fleishman, Figures of Autobiography: The Language of Self-
Writing in Victorian and Modern England (Berkeley and Los Angeles: Uni-
versity of California Press, 1983), chaps 8 and 18; Saunders, chaps 7-8.

(7) Michael Ondaatje, Running in the Family (London: Picador, 1984). 5|H
WA NI TR,

(8) See Michael Ondaatje, The Cat’s Table: A Novel (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 2011).

(9) W.G. Sebald, Austerlitz, trans Anthea Bell (New York: Modern Library,
200D). SIHGERZFHMAICHB TR, SGUFEX (201D 1280 Ty 2 A A
Z ey FHRFUCIRT LT A & 912, £ LTHREOMEREZM LY LT
BB O IBTERIETHEM, TIRTNVY v YORTH =557
VY VOB S TR ~BEINERZ e k512, K73y T e
TAEz VY7 VMR TITVADOT I Y 2T 4w VILBREINTZDOTH 5,
See also Eric L. Santner, On Creaturely Life: Rilke, Benjamin, Sebald (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 2006), chap 3.

(10) Kazuo Ishiguro, When We Were Orphans: A Novel (New York: Vintage In-
ternational, 2001). ZhiZ, FHEINAENLE 0 FEL EMFTHELUHT &0
HIA M= —=TRHEL, BEHELL -7 (FTD) N7 2h, [FHshic]
WIBIATE - &M LTI 20 fFELL BREEE S hbid T 3 LRIVIAA T B Z &g,
i1, FBOTANL 727040 MUY FIT OB LR - KIS IFETH 5,

22



RIEDOZER E TG /N T — KOk

LHBEITRBELTOEDME LR,

(11) See Hirsch, pp. 49-52.

(12) See Fleishman, pp. 1-92.

(13) Saunders, p. 135.

(14) ].G. Ballard, Empire of the Sun (1984; London: Flamingo, 1994) ; The Kind-
ness of Women (1991; New York: Harcourt Brace, 1993) ; Miracles of Life : An
Autobiography (London: Harper Perennial, 2008). 5| AT &Gl AIC HE T
/"9 o See Umberto Rossi, ‘Mind is the Battlefield: Reading Ballard’s ‘Life
Trilogy’ as War Literature’ in J. G. Ballard, ed. Jeannette Baxter (London:
Continuum International, 2008), pp. 66-77.

(15) Steven Spielberg, Empire of the Sun (1987). 758, MARIEX ML « Z by /3=

NiZ & %, See KW, chap 17 and ML, pp. 255-60.

(16) See Colin Greenland, The Entropy Exhibition: Michael Moorcock and the
British ‘New Wave’ in Science Fiction (London: Routledge, 1983) ; Jeannette
Baxter, J. G. Ballard’s Surrealist Imagination: Spectacular Authorship
(Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate, 2009).

(17) See Linda Anderson, Autobiography, 2nd edition (London: Routledge,
2011).

(18) Wik TR OME] figgt v Mz, SEEL OS5 — RiE, BAL
U S HME 12ROVIENS TZAKRBE, NS—NSA, ERHHEITT]
I hs, S5IClEEH L2 = HROMHEN S & [T BAd I8 fc DM
TY] LHOCHBN SN S, NT— FRERFFO RFIcsERInind 5,
See KW, pp.330-31 and ML, p.258. YV L% UiENZD%, ¥ —3I x—
F—=] V) —ADV gy eaF—Ny b UEHT ST EITEEOFIEKEN,

(19) ML, pp.249-50. 735 « ZJU AR TRA L=V « AV U ZF—DIEMIZEMH
SN K, MROEEER, AL b2 FHETIETBOTERE
bEA D, MARKERTI—Z ¥ a7 —D®%THE, FLOLIITEFNE-
7R AN S W FET 2GR RAEETH 5,

(20) Baxter, p. 137.

(21) See Corin Depper, ‘Death at Work: The Cinematic Imagination of J.G.
Ballard, in J. G. Ballard, ed. Baxter, pp. 50-65.

(22) ].G.Ballard, ‘The Dead Time, in The Complete Stories of J. G. Ballard (New
York: Norton, 2010), pp. 925-39. 5H AT ZFEIMANICHEE TRT .

(23) See KW, p.49: ‘Leaving the road, I turned my back on the camp and

stepped into the deep grass that ran towards the canal marking the south-

23



RIEOZER E TG /N T — KOk

ern perimeter of the airfield. A cloud of mosquitoes rose from the stagnant
water, greeting me as if | were the first person to enter this empty world.
(24) KW, p. 110.
(25) ‘The Secret Autobiography of J.G.B.’ in CS, pp. 1189-91. 5| it % &
PIZHE TR,

24



