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An Appeal to American Christians in behalf of The Industrial Home.
Tokyo, Japan
March 2" 1891.

Dear Sir:

Prior to the Restoration of 1868, the Shizoku, or soldier class, were form the most part well
educated and tolerably well off. The effect of the Restoration was to reduce most of them to
poverty.

In old time they constituted the life of the nation; and they still retain their prestige and their
spirit. Obviously therefore every trace Japanese must desire that opportunities should be afforded
them to obtain an education in the science and learning of the west which recent years have

introduced into Japan.

But the practical question, immediately arises, how can students find support while they are

Rét- 4
o
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engaged in study? Two difficulties are in the way. In the first place, all the traditions of a Shizoku
teach him that any thing like manual labour [labor] is beneath his dignity. With this difficulty we
have no sympathy. It is to be overcome by the promulgation of right ideas. Our industrial Institute
is a standing protest against it. But in the second place - and this is the serious difficulty in the
case - it is next to impossible, even for a student who is willing to work, to obtain employment that
will put fread [feed] into his mouth which continuing his studies.

The Industrial Home is an endeavor on the part of a few of the ministers of the Church of Crist
in Japan (the body with which the Missions of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches co-
operate) to meet this second difficulty. A farm was rental in Shirokane Mura, the south-western
suburb of Tokyo, and near the Meiji Gakuin, which is the college connected with the synod of the
Church. By the kindness of a Christian brother, a small house was erected. In this house, eight
young men of promise reside. When the weather permits they work on the farm for three hours a
day. The proceeds of their labour go towards their support, the deficiency being made up by the
contributions of Christian friend. This is the plan of the Institution, it has been in operation for
two years. As already stated eight students are now receiving support by means of it. It should be
added that those eight all studying with the ministry in view. What we desire, and that for which
we make our appeal, is the enlargement of the Home so as to accommodate twenty or thirty young

men. The following is a more detailed stalement [statement] of our plan for the future.

_12_



1. To purchase a farm of about twenty-five acres.

2. To erect a simple building supplying rooms for thirty young men. A larger room will also be
required in which the students shall meet morning and evening for family prayers, and for other
purposes.

3. The farm will raise potatoes, tomatoes, turnipe [turnip], radishes, and other vegetable. We
desire also to plant an orchard of Japanese and foreign fruit trees. We hope also to keep two or
more cows. Experience proves that milk is one of the most profitable products of a farm in
Japan. The work connected with the care of the cows would be comparatively little.

4. 1f it should seem desirable in the future, a printing shop may be added to give the students
study work during the winter.

To carry out this plan $5,000 will be required to purchase the land; $1,500, for the purchas [pur-
chase] of cows, the farming implements, etc. In all we shall need at least $7,000. Subscription may
be paid either at once, or in installments. And subscribers may rest assured that any gift will be
appreciated not only by the trustees but also by the imnates [inmates] of the Home. Permit us fi-
nally to strengthen our plea by quoting the word of the Apostle, Ye know the grace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ that thangh [thang] he was rich, yet for your sakes he

become poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. Remember also the words of the Lord

Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Rit-HI
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In behalf of the Trustees of the Industrial Home.

Naomi Tamura.

John T. Swift.

Miki Karasawa.

N.B. All communications regarding the Home should be addressed to the Secretary Naomi Ta-

mura, No.2, Uraku chio Sanchiome, Tokyo, Japan.
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