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Effects of group membership of senders
on affect sharing and coalition of receivers
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Abstract

The conditions under which the receivers of communication share the sender’s affect were investigated.
Participants were instructed to imagine a situation in which the sender of communication informed them
about an episode related to the target person. The sender’s group membership (ingroup or outgroup) and
their affective expression of identical episodes (hard or humorous) were manipulated. The inference of sen
der’s affect, participant’s own affect as the receiver, the coalition with the sender, the inference of sender’s
attitude towards the target person, participant’s attitude towards the target person, and the action coordina-
tion to the senders were assessed. Results suggested that the participants perceived the coalition with the
senders who expressed hard affect, and showed action coordination to them when the senders were ingroup
members more often than when the senders were outgroup members. The participants perceived the coali-
tion with the sender who expressed humorous affect when the senders were outgroup members more often
than when the senders were ingroup members. The roles of affect sharing in communication processes are
discussed.

Key words : affect sharing, group membership of senders, coalition



