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A Comparative Analysis on the meaning of
“livelihood” in elementary school and
in kindergarten

Natsumi TANIGAWA
(Faculty of Psychology, Meiji Gakuin University)

Abstract

This study explored the meaning of livelihood in elementary school by comparing with the one in kinder-
garten based on the previous studies which found close relationship between students’ achievements and
their way of family living. Analyzing the commentary text for the course of study of elementary school and
of kindergarten, we found sharp contrasts. In the text for kindergarten, children’s livelihood is regarded as
the content matter as well as the method of teaching. Caring for children’s lives is regarded as indispensable
for early childhood education. On the other hand, in elementary education, teachers try to regulate childre

n’s lives. The commentary text for elementary school describes little about care for their lives.

Key words : livelihood, children’s livelihood as content matter, caring for

children’s lives, livelihood as teaching method



