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1 Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion, 1. C.J. Reports 1996, p. 226, p.266. “in view of the current
state of international law, and of the elements of fact at its disposal, the Court cannot conclude definitively whether the threat or use
of nuclear weapons would be lawful or unlawful in an extreme circumstance of self-defence, in which the very survival of a State
would be at stake”.

2 The legal situation therefore is that the Parties are under no obligation to apply either the 1958 Convention, which is not opposable
to the Federal Republic, or the equidistance method as a mandatory rule of customary law, which it is not.

3 Ontological non liquet: where there exists no rule of international law on the point.

Epistemological non liquet: the court siesed of the matter cannot determine what the rule is.
(The Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law, vol. VII p.698. 2012.
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