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Relationship between stigma against dementia, tendency to use thought
suppression and assumed competence among university students.
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This study examined the moderating effect of the tendency to use thought suppression and
assumed competence on the relationship between knowledge about dementia, experience of
involvement with people with dementia, and stigma against dementia. A web survey was conducted
on 222 university students. Result showed that only past experiences of involvement with people
with dementia was negatively associated with stigma against dementia. There was no significant
moderating effect of the tendency to use thought suppression and assumed competence. These
results suggest that past experiences of involvement with people with dementia is important for
reducing stigma against dementia. It is necessary to examine factors reducing stigma against

dementia among university students.
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