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And so, to Japan

Andrew Hamish Ion

2023 marks a half century since I first landed in Japan.
In 1973, I was a Ph.D. student at the Centre of Japanese
Studies at the University of Sheffield in England studying
under Dr. Gordon Daniels. It was high adventure to be
in Japan. My interest in Japanese history was first
sparked by the very dynamic Bamba Nobuya
(1937-1989), a Doéshisha, Chicago and University of
California Berkeley graduate who specialized in Japanese
diplomatic history, and taught Japanese history at McGill
University in Montreal when 1 was an undergraduate
there. My research interests fall into the general areas of
Anglo-Japanese and Canada-Japan relations, Japanese
colonial history in Korea and Taiwan, and the foreign
missionary and Japanese Christian movements as an
integral part of Japan’s international history in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. The missionary and
Japanese Christian movements have been my major
research focus. The current Rutgers University Project
on Rutgers and Japan in which I am a participant has
brought my research back almost full circle because it
was in 1971 that I began research in the William Elliot
Griffis Papers at Rutgers University Library and made
the link between Griffis’s friend Edward Warren Clark
(1849-1907), Nakamura Masanao (Keid, 1832-1891)
and Canadian Methodist missionary work in Shizuoka
and Tokyo, It is an analysis of Clark in Shizuoka that I am
writing for the Rutgers Project.

Fifty years ago in Tokyo, I was very fortunate to have a
scholarship from the British government and letters of
introduction to Japanese scholars. I am very lucky to have

known many Japanese scholars who have been generous

to me beyond reasonable expectations in helping my

research and in so many other ways. The accumulation of
knowledge about Japan in general, and Japanese
Christian history within it, depends on one’s reading, and
one of the many debts that I owe to Matsuzawa Hiroaki
of Hokkaidé University and ICU was his kindness in
telling me what books I should be reading. This led to
many expeditions to Kyobunkan in the Ginza, Iwanami
Shoten and the bookstores of Jimbdcho as well as always
spending plenty of money in Ydaishobd, the Christian
bookstore. From going to Y{aishobo it became obvious
that great attention should be paid to local church history
in the study of the Japanese Christian movement for its
shelves were packed with individual Church hyakunenshi.
It was also clear from analyzing the British and Canadian
missionary movements as Japan acquired an empire in
Taiwan and Korea in the late Meiji period that careful
consideration had to be given to the missionary and
Christian movements in colonial Korea and Taiwan. This
was because the attitudes toward Japan of British and
Canadian supporters of missions were much influenced
by those actions of the Japanese Government-Generals
in Korea and Taiwan which adversely impacted their
missions there and the Korean and Taiwanese Christian
movements.

I have always found kenkyfikais, especially those at the
Kiriken, most helpful in increasing my knowledge not
only because of the topics discussed and the opportunity
to meet people with like interests but also for their
publications. The first kenkytikai 1 attended back in
1974 was the Nihon Purotesutantoshi Kenkytikai which
the late Takahashi Masao chaired for many years at the
Fujimiché Kyokai in Tokyo. It was at one of their
meetings in the 1990s that [ was introduced to Dr. Mark
R. Mullins, then teaching at Meiji Gakuin and that

presaged my ongoing connection to Meiji Gakuin and



the Kiriken. The volumes of Meiji Gakuin Kiriken’s Kiyé
now in its fifty-fifth edition are an invaluable aid and
source of information, so are those of Doshisha
University’s Jinbun Kagaku Kenky(jo's Kirisutokyo
shakai mondai kenkyid which go back to the 1960s and
contain many articles by great academic figures like
Wada Yoichi, Dohi Akio, Sugii Mutsur6 and others who
did so much to mould the course of Japanese Protestant
history research during the late twentieth century.

The exploration of the library and archival holdings at
Meiji  Gakuin, the archives at the Nihon Seikokai
Provincial Headquarters and those at Rikky6 both at the
Ikebukero and Neeza campuses, the holdings at Tokyo
Joshi Daigaku, and the materials at the Yokohama Kaikd
Shiryokan and elsewhere all lay in the future when five
decades ago I first set foot on Japanese soil. Yet research
questions persist, what happened, for instance, to
Wallace Edward Lloyd Keeling (1843-1883) and his
Japanese Christian wife Blanche after they left Ebara
Soroku’s school in Numazu in 18747 Does anyone
know?
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