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No more arresting emblems of modern culture of nationalism exist than ceno-

taphs and tombs of Unknown Soldiers. The public ceremonial reverence accorded

these monuments precisely because they are either deliberately empty or no one

knows who lies inside them, has no true precedents in earlier times. To feel the

force of this modernity one has only to imagine the general reaction to the busy-
body who ‘discovered’ the Unknown Soldier’'s name or insisted on filling the ceno-
taph with some real bones. Sacrilege of a strange, contemporary kind! Yet void as
these tombs are of identifiable mortal remains or immortal souls, they are nonethe-

less saturated with ghostly national imaginings. (This is why so many different nations

have such tombs without feeling any need to specify the nationality of their absent occupants.

What else could they be but Germans, Americans, Argentinians --?) v
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(2) Any former member of the Armed Forces who served on active duty and held
an elective office of the federal government or the office of chief justice or as-
sociate justice of the Supreme Court(F# V77— = VTN - F =L X Jr R T —
Ve r—LYDENHD, VA— LY OBEOKIEYa Yy - T+ AY— - FLAT
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(3) Service members on active duty

(4) Those with at least twenty years of active duty

(5) Those on active reserve who qualify for pay upon retirement or retire at age
sixty
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(6) Those retired for disability
(7) Veterans honorably discharged with a disability of 30 percent or greater before

October 1, 1949
(8) Those who have received one of the following: the Medal of Honor, the Distin-

guished Service Cross, the Air Force Cross, the Navy Cross, the Distinguished

Service Medal, the Silver Star, or the Purple Heart
(9) Former prisoners of war
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